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Lance CpI. Eric Johnston 
participates in a Correctional 
Custody Unit demonstration 
Jan. 12 at Camp Hansen, Okinawa. 

Jessica Collins 

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


‘Correctional Custody Unit 2.0’ 
coming soon for Marines on Okinawa 
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U.S. Army Col. Nick Ducich, 
who is of Serbian origin, has 
assumed command of NATO’s 
“foi^otten brigade” at a time 
of renewed tensions between 
Serbs and Albanians. 

Ethnicity of 
commander 
controversial 
in Kosovo 

By Slobodan Lekic 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo 
— When U.S. Army Col. Nick 
Ducich assumed command of 
NATO’s “forgotten brigade” in 
Kosovo earlier this month he 
found himself at the center of 
one of Europe’s most intransigent 
ethnic conflicts, and all because 
of his name. 

There was angst among Koso¬ 
vo’s ethnic Albanian majority 
that the appointment of Ducich, 
a Serbian American, was a signal 
that Washington wanted Kosovo 
to compromise more in its EU- 
sponsored reconcilliation talks 
with Serbia, which governed 
there until the 1999 U.S.-led 
bombing campaign. Meanwhile, 
Serbia’s vehemently nationalist 
media published a series of in¬ 
flammatory reports claiming he 
would “return Kosovo to Serbia.” 

At a time of increased Rus¬ 
sian meddling in the region, the 
long-running NATO peacekeep¬ 
ing effort in Kosovo has taken on 
added strategic significance with 
tensions between Serbs and Alba¬ 
nians again on the rise. 

SEE KOSOVO ON PAGE 6 
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Marines reviving penal 
institution on Okinawa 

‘CCU 2.0’ focuses on rehabilitating servicemembers 



By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Ma¬ 
rine Corps is calling on an old friend to 
help rehabilitate Marines guilty of minor 
behavioral infractions. 

A new and improved version of the Cor¬ 
rectional Custody Unit — dubbed “CCU 
2.0” — is set to open May 2 at Camp Han¬ 
sen, Okinawa. It is a penal institution and 
program that provides intensive train¬ 
ing — such as combat fitness, educational 
coursework, formal uniform inspections, 
values-based relapse prevention and hard 
labor — to give commanders an alternative 
to discharging undeveloped or immature 
servicemembers who get in trouble. 

While Marine officials were careful to 
say that the program does not include man¬ 
ual labor, part of the fitness requirements 
will see flak jacket-clad Marines pulveriz¬ 
ing rocks with sledge hammers in the Oki¬ 
nawa heat. 

The correctional units last operated in 
the United States and on Okinawa in 2004 
when they were de-established due to 
“operational commitments” in support of 
operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. Marine officials hope bringing 
back the revamped CCUs will cut down on 
administrative separations and help Ma¬ 
rines finish their enlistments honorably. 

“The program has historically been an 
option to assist commanders with manag¬ 
ing minor military offences for salvageable 
service members,” Marine spokesman 1st 
Lt. Edward Pingel, deputy director of Ma¬ 
rine Corps Installations Pacific’s Commu¬ 
nication Strategy and Operations, wrote in 
a statement to Stars and Stripes. “All mili¬ 
tary branches have utilized this program 


in the past as a preventative measure for 
administrative separation and understand¬ 
ing that mistakes young service members 
make do not define what they are capable 
of accomplishing in the future.” 

The ecu program started in 1979 but 
became prevalent in the mid-1990s, around 
the time one was founded at Camp Hansen, 
Marine officials said. The Marine Corps 
hubs of Camp Lejeune and Camp Pendle¬ 
ton also had correctional units. 

The CCUs were operated based on man¬ 
power, and due to mission requirements 
for staff, there were periods when the units 
were not in operation. Marine officials 
said. They were all shut down permanently 
in 2004 “solely due to staffing shortages,” 
while the U.S. military was preoccupied in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The decision to bring the CCUs back was 
made by Marine Corps leadership and staff 
who recognized that the maturation process, 
or “transformation” to becoming a Marine, 
does not end with the completion of boot 
camp. Marine officials on Okinawa said. 

A Headquarters Marine Corps study 
showed that from 2010 to 2012,33.6 percent 
of Marines receiving one or more nonjudi¬ 
cial punishments also received adminis¬ 
trative separations before the end of their 
service. 

“It is imperative that our Marines sus¬ 
tain the transformation they received dur¬ 
ing basic training,” Brig. Gen. Paul Rock 
Jr., command general for MCIPAC, said 
in a statement. “The new curriculum is 
designed to re-instill the values and high 
standards for which we as Marines are 
known.” 

Rock and III Marine Expeditionary 
Force commander Lt. Gen. Lawrence 
Nicholson supported the CCU 2.0 proposal. 


Marine officials said. In February, Head¬ 
quarters Marine Corps approved restart¬ 
ing the program on Okinawa. 

The second iteration of the CCU at Camp 
Hansen — which will be housed in exist¬ 
ing facilities using existing staff — was 
slated to open Feb. 14, but was moved back 
to add more classes from the Training 
and Education Command and the revised 
Battle Skills Test program, said MCIPAC 
brig commander Chief Warrant Officer 3 
Brian Sheppard, in a statement to Stars 
and Stripes. 

Participants are called “awardees” and 
spend either seven or 30 days under the con¬ 
stant watch and critique of a senior watch 
stander and assigned watch standers. Ma¬ 
rine officials said. Each awardee receives 
an individual dorm room that includes a 
bed, a sink, water fountain and toilet. 

The Marines and sailors in the initial op¬ 
erating phase will come from Marine Corps 
commands in Japan and will participate in 
instruction and training at classrooms and 
common areas at the MCIPAC brig and fa¬ 
cilities at Camp Hansen. The program can 
accommodate 32 servicemembers at a time. 

The curriculum is “designed to foster 
leadership and decision-making abilities” 
and includes battle survival skills. Marine 
programs called “Thinking for Change” 
and “Prime for Life,” as well as a core-val¬ 
ues refresher among other courses. Marine 


officials said. 

“CCU 2.0 will rebuild damaged cohe¬ 
sion, self-worth, and Esprit-de-Corps, and 
will do so in a sustainable fashion — ensur¬ 
ing awardees are put back on track, with 
the tools to stay on track,” Sheppard said. 
“Awardees will be primed to complete their 
military service enriched by the internaliza¬ 
tion of our Corps’ ethos, ideals and values.” 

Sheppard said it’s a misconception that 
manual labor is part of the program, de¬ 
spite the Marine Corps releasing photos 
showing Marines breaking rocks during a 
demonstration in January. 

“All physical activities during this pro¬ 
gram are commensurate with field train¬ 
ing exercises and combat conditioning 
conducted by the general Marine Corps 
population on a daily basis.” 

Marine officials said the decision to bring 
back the CCUs was not in response to any 
previous high-profile crimes or incidents. 

Marine officials said the program was 
extremely effective on Okinawa in the 
past, and they are hoping to replicate that 
success. 

“The focus of the program is rehabili¬ 
tation, not punishment,” Pingel wrote. “It 
provides intensive training and education 
designed to instill positive and sustained 
behavioral change.” 
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Navy's F-35C closer to operational status 



Peter THOMPSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Petty Officer 1st Class Antonio Rodriguez recently directs an F-35C Lightning II 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln in the Atlantic Ocean. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

The F-35C Lightning II has completed 
fleet carrier qualifications — a step that 
brings the Navy’s variant of the joint strike 
fighter closer to operational status. 

Pilots from Strike Fighter Squadrons 
125 and 101 ran day and night qualifica¬ 
tions with 140 arrested landings aboard 
the USS Abraham Lincoln March 17-21 in 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

Three F-35 variants cater to the needs 
of each service branch. The Air Force’s F- 
35As — designed for traditional take-offs 
and landings — are lighter and can carry 
more fuel, while the Marine Corps’ F-35Bs 
are capable of short takeoffs and vertical 
landings that make them compatible with 
amphibious assault ships such as the USS 
Wasp. 

The F-35C can land on ships using arrest 
cables and take off with catapults found on 
carriers. It also has foldable wings, which 
the Navy said is “critical” for their use on 
aircraft carriers that can hold more than 
70 aircraft, including 18C Hornets, 18G 
Growlers and 18E/F Super Hornets, E-2D 
Hawkeyes and C-2A Greyhounds. 

The fighter can land in all weather con¬ 
ditions using its joint approach and land¬ 
ing system, which a squadron aboard the 
Abraham Lincoln first used with F-35Cs 
in December. The GPS-based system pro¬ 


vides pilots with more information for ap¬ 
proaches so they can land in rain or shine. 

During their latest deployment, sailors 
worked with the F-35C’s autonomic logistic 


information system, which transmits up- 
to-date data to users around the world so 
operators can “plan, maintain and sustain 
F-35C systems,” the Navy said. 


The aircraft is “the Navy’s future for 
strike warfare,” said Rear Adm. Dale 
Horan, director of the service’s F-35C 
Fleet Integration Office. 

“It’s shaping up to be a fantastic aircraft. 
As with any program, there are always 
complexities in getting it fielded, but we 
are working through those,” he said in a 
statement. “This aircraft is very capable 
and it’ll be really neat to watch it develop.” 

As the Navy works to integrate the new 
jets into its current rotation of aircraft, 
some pilots — such as Lt. Nick Rezendes of 
VFA 101 — are interested in taking on the 
new challenge. He qualified on the F-35C 
aboard the Abraham Lincoln last week. 

“My original platform is the Hornet, 
which I’ve flown for the past three years,” 
he said in a Navy statement. “I wanted to 
switch to flying the Navy’s newest aircraft, 
and now that I have, I wouldn’t mind stick¬ 
ing with it for the rest of my career.” 

The F-35C will undergo operational test¬ 
ing later this year, said the Navy, which 
aims to equip all carrier air wings with 
F-35CS by 2025. 

The F-35C program has drawn scrutiny 
over its cost, estimated at more than $1 
trillion for operations in its expected 60- 
year life span. That price makes the air¬ 
craft most expensive weapons system the 
Defense Department has ever had. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


USS Wasp, Marines welcome the 
addition of F-35B stealth fighters 





James BouNCER/Stars and Stripes 


An F-35B Lighting II from Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121 
lands aboard the USS Wasp on Friday. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

ABOARD THE USS WASP, 
Philippine Sea—Marines aboard 
the region’s newest amphibious 
assault ship are excited about the 
boost in combat power provided 
by the nation’s most advanced 
stealth fighter. 

More than 4,000 servicemem- 
bers are embarked with the USS 
Wasp and its strike group during 
its first patrol since arriving at its 
new homeport at Sasebo Naval 
Base earlier this year. The group 
includes several F-35Bs — the 
Marine Corps’ most high-tech 
aircraft that’s capable of short 
takeoffs and vertical landings. 

Members of the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit on the Wasp 
are excited about the help they’re 
getting from the jets, which land¬ 
ed on the 844-foot vessel for the 
first time earlier this month. 

“Air support is our lifeline,” 
said Marine 1st Lt. Taylor Kitasa- 
to, commander of a light armored 
reconnaissance detachment em¬ 
barked with the strike group. 

The F-35Bs can provide close 
air support and reconnaissance 
to the detachment, which would 
be first ashore in a beach assault, 
he said. 

“For the rest of the [Marine 
Expeditionary Unit], especially 
the landing team, it’s nice to know 
that we have a fifth-gen fighter at 
our disposal all the time,” 31st 
MEU commander Col. Tye Wal¬ 
lace said. 

“Anytime a full air-ground 


team is able to see those jets oper¬ 
ate it’s good for us,” he added. 

The F-35B gives the Marines 
more flexibility than the AV-8BII 
Harrier it replaces. It can go into 
more dangerous places and help 
the Navy con¬ 
front threats 
at sea, Wallace 
said. 

And an F- 
35B is a lot 
easier to fly 
than a Har¬ 
rier, said Lt. 
Col. Richard 
Rusnok, com¬ 
mander of Ma¬ 
rine Fighter 
Attack Squad¬ 
ron 121, the 
Marine Corps 
Air Station 
Iwakuni-based 
unit flying the 
new fighters 
off the Wasp. 

The former 
Harrier pilot 
said F-35BS 
don’t require 
as much focus 
to keep in the 
air and allow 
pilots — who conduct close-air- 
support, electronic war fare and 
reconnaissance — to devote more 
attention to managing their role 
in battle. 

Even maintainers who keep the 
complicated stealth fighter mis¬ 
sion-ready say they enjoy their 
work. 

“Working on one of the new¬ 


est weapons systems is one of the 
reasons I laterally moved from 
Harriers to the F-35B,” Marine 
Sgt. Cassidy Cleinmark, a main¬ 
tenance controller with VMFA- 
121, told Stars and Stripes in an 
email. “Over time, the F-35B is 
expected to replace the older air¬ 
frames so I wanted to get on the 
program early to help train the 
junior Marines that will mold the 
future of the Marine Corps’ F- 
35B program. 

“When you’re able to measure 
the F-35B next to other aircraft, 
you truly get to see how special 
the F-35B really is,” he added. 

While the Marines are happy 
to have the joint strike fighter at 
their fingertips, there are a few 
issues with having it aboard the 
Wasp. 

“The most unique challenge 
we face is the amount of security 
required when traveling to differ¬ 
ent locations,” Cleinmark said. 

Moving with the F-35B requires 
Marines to conduct regular site 
surveys and mission planning to 
ensure operational security, he 
said. 

Ensuring young troops work¬ 
ing aboard the Wasp adhere to the 
Marine Corps’ Information and 
Personnel Security Program’s 
guidelines on social media use is 
part of the operation security con¬ 
cern, Marine Capt. Billy Hayes, 
the VMFA-121 intelligence of¬ 
fice in charge, said in an email to 
Stars and Stripes. 

To combat this. Marines par¬ 
ticipate in annual training events 
and they get weekly reminders 


about security at the small-unit 
level, he said. 

Sailors and Marines are learn¬ 
ing every day from the mission, 
Wallace said. 

“Any time you put the aircraft 
on [the ship] and you add the rest 
of the [Marine Expeditionary 
Unit} to include the rest of the 
aviation combat element and the 


ground combat element you start 
to fill up all the space for embar¬ 
kation, you have to be cognizant 
of the space limitations, how to 
move the aircraft around, how to 
maintain it. It is one of the things 
we are learning as we go,” he 
said. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @boiingerJ2004 
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Bill seeks prosecution of on-base juveniie assauits 


By Jeremy Schwartz 
Austin (Texas) American-Statesman 

U.S. Rep. John Carter, the Re¬ 
publican from Round Rock, Texas, 
who represents Fort Hood, has 
filed legislation that would order 
military installations around the 
country to enter into agreements 
with local prosecutors to prose¬ 
cute sexual assaults committed by 
juveniles on base. 

The bill is based on an agree¬ 
ment reached recently by Fort 
Hood officials, the U.S. Attor¬ 
ney’s Office in Waco, Texas, and 
juvenile prosecutors in Bell and 
Coryell counties to ensure that 
sexual assaults and other crimes 
committed by juveniles on Fort 
Hood get legal attention. 

“It is unacceptable that countless 


juvenile sexual assault cases that 
are occurring on base are falling 
through the cracks because feder¬ 
al prosecutors are ill-equipped to 
take action,” Carter said in a state¬ 
ment Monday afternoon. “This is 
an important first step to ensure 
justice, and it is imperative that 
it is implemented at all American 
military installations.” 

In late 2015, an American- 
Statesman investigation found 
that 39 juvenile sexual assault al¬ 
legations at the 215,000-acre Cen¬ 
tral Texas military installation 
between 2006 and 2012 resulted 
in no federal prosecutions and just 
a few cases sent to local county 
prosecutors. 

The investigation further found 
inconsistent and haphazard pros¬ 


ecution of juveniles on U.S. Army 
posts across the country, with no 
centralized pohcy ensuring uni¬ 
form prosecutions. 

The problem starts with a ju¬ 
risdictional black hole in which 
there is no clear authority for 
prosecuting juvenile crime on 
military installations. The mili¬ 
tary justice system — a separate 
legal construct that governs ac¬ 
tive-duty soldiers on military 
installations like Fort Hood — 
cannot prosecute civilians, a job 
left to federal prosecutors. But 
the federal system is ill-equipped 
and sometimes little disposed to 
pick up juvenile cases. 

After the report, local lawmak¬ 
ers, including Carter and U.S. 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, called 
for action, and Fort Hood officials 


began a series of meetings with 
the U.S. attorney’s office in Waco 
and prosecutors in surrounding 
Bell and Coryell counties to create 
a system to fix the situation. 

Earlier this month. The Associ¬ 
ated Press published an investiga¬ 
tion that confirmed sexual assaults 
by juveniles were going unpros¬ 
ecuted throughout the military. 

The agreement reached by Fort 
Hood and local prosecutors does 
leave one potential problem, how¬ 
ever: Local governments won’t 
receive any additional funding 
from Fort Hood or the federal 
government. 

The agreement acknowledges 
the lack of funding might prevent 
counties from taking all cases re¬ 
ferred to them and says federal 
authorities would pick up pros¬ 


ecution in those instances. 

A spokeswoman for Carter said 
the congressman is still exploring 
funding options, “but wanted to 
get a standard operating proce¬ 
dure in place first.” 

“As a retired judge, I oversaw 
hundreds of juvenile justice cases, 
and I know that sexual offenders 
are often repeat offenders,” Cart¬ 
er said. “For that reason alone, it 
is imperative to quickly address 
juvenile sexual assault cases to 
prevent adult sexual criminals 
and more victims. 

“It’s painfully obvious that the 
current system isn’t working, and 
something has to be done nation¬ 
wide to ensure young victims re¬ 
ceive justice, and young offenders 
receive appropriate sentencing 
before it’s too late,” he said 


Civilian base officers who 
were overpaid must return 
thousands to US government 



Anthony RivERA/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

The aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt transits the Arabian Gulf earlier this month. 

Theodore Roosevelt returns to Pacific 


By Erika I. Ritchie 
The Orange County Register 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. 
— Matt Hughes served as an in¬ 
fantryman in the Marine Corps 
for a decade. He wanted to con¬ 
tinue his service to the commu¬ 
nity and hoped to find a job as a 
police officer. 

After applying to multiple law 
enforcement agencies in Or¬ 
ange and Los Angeles counties 
and being told budget cuts had 
stalled job opportunities, Hughes 
learned Camp Pendleton in Cali¬ 
fornia was hiring civilian police 
to provide security alongside 
Marines and federal officers. 

In 2009, he got the job. Now, 
nine years later, he’s being told to 
pay back nearly $40,000 in over¬ 
payment for his services. 

Hughes, 38, of Mission Viejo, 
Calif., is a patrol sergeant and 
one of 60 civilian police officers 
at the Provost Marshal’s Office at 
Camp Pendleton who on Friday 
were told they will have to pay 
back tens of thousands of dollars 
each to the federal government 
due to a glitch. 

Due to an accounting error, 
federal officials say, the officers 
were paid on the wrong pay scale 
from 2008 to 2016. Another 33 
civilian police officers at Naval 
Station Fallbrook, Calif, also are 
affected. 

Individual debts range from 
$12,000 to $80,000. The average 
overpayment was $3,500 annu¬ 
ally, according to Robert Richey, 
president of the police officer’s 
union, the National Federation of 
Federal Employees. 

In April 2017, the police offi¬ 
cers were notified by the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense’s Finance and 
Accounting Services — charged 
with processing payroll for civil¬ 
ians working for the Department 
of the Navy — that the error had 
been discovered. 

They were told they would 


be required to pay back some 
amount, but it was undetermined 
until an audit was conducted. 

Friday’s debt letters, which 
also went to former employees, 
some now retired and who were 
never formally notified of the 
error a year ago, detailed the 
amounts owed. 

The Navy Office of Civilian 
Human Resources — which de¬ 
termines the rate of pay for their 
employees — found an erroneous 
locality-based pay rate had been 
used to set pay for some employ¬ 
ees for a period of time, said 
Steve Burghardt, spokesman for 
Defense Finance and Account¬ 
ing Services. 

“Navy OCHR processed ac¬ 
tions to correct the error, re¬ 
sulting in employees showing as 
overpaid and placing them in a 
debt status,” he said. 

At Camp Pendleton, base of¬ 
ficials held town halls to help 
police officers understand what 
happened and how to move 
forward. 

“We stand in full support of 
our police officers and under¬ 
stand how indebtedness can im¬ 
pact their welfare and morale,” 
said Carl Redding, a spokesman 
for the Marine base. 

“The civilian human resourc¬ 
es office is expeditiously coming 
to a resolution and will continue 
to advocate for our civilian per¬ 
sonnel to be treated fairly, un¬ 
derstanding the expectations set 
forth by the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Services. 

“Our civilian police officers 
provide such an added benefit 
for base security and we are 
grateful for all their hard work 
and dedication,” he said. 

Officers have been told they 
have three options: Pay the 
money back now, request a pay¬ 
ment plan or submit a waiver re¬ 
quest for the entire amount. They 
were told there is no guarantee a 
waiver will be granted. 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The USS Theodore 
Roosevelt aircraft carrier is back 
in the Pacific after four months 
in the Arabian Gulf launching 
strikes against Islamic State and 
the Tahban. 

The carrier and its support 
ships have rejoined the Yokosuka, 
Japan-based 7th Fleet on a tem¬ 
porary basis to conduct maritime 
security operations and build rela¬ 
tionships with partner navies and 
allies, the Navy said in a statement 
this week. 

The carrier’s strike group, 
which includes the USS Bunker 
Hill, USS Halsey, USS Sampson, 
USS Preble and Carrier Air Wing 


17, deployed from San Diego in 
October. On its way to Bahrain, 
home of the 5th Fleet, the ships 
drilled for four days alongside two 
other carriers — the USS Ronald 
Reagan and USS Nimitz — near 
the Korean Peninsula. 

In December, aircraft from 
the Theodore Roosevelt launched 
dozens of sorties from the Ara¬ 
bian Gulf against ISIS in the 
Middle East and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. 

“It is unusual for an air wing to 
fly sorties on the same day in sup¬ 
port of two different operations in 
different geographical locations,” 
Capt. Chris Ford, commander 
of Carrier Air Wing 17, said in a 
statement. “The squadrons and 
air crew are able to do this dy¬ 
namic combat support because 


they have maintained a high level 
of readiness, both in training and 
maintenance.” 

The Theodore Roosevelt is one 
of two 3rd Fleet carriers operating 
in the Western Pacific. The USS 
Carl Vinson has been patrolling 
here since deploying from San 
Diego in January under the Third 
Fleet Forward initiative, which 
allows ships to remain in the 3rd 
Fleet chain of command while 
operating in 7th Fleet waters. It 
made a port call in Vietnam ear¬ 
lier this month, a first for a U.S. 
carrier since the Vietnam War. 

The two carriers are filhng in 
for the Yokosuka-based Ronald 
Reagan, the Navy’s only forward- 
deployed aircraft carrier, which is 
undergoing maintenance. 


hlavac.tyler@stripes.cc 
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Abel Uribe, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Esperanza Perez and her husband, Miguel Perez, parents of war veteran Miguel Perez Jr., attend a news 
conference last month in Chicago. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials confirmed Monday 
that Miguel POrez Jr. has been deported to Mexico because of a 2008 drug-trafficking conviction. 


Afghan War veteran deported 
after long battle to stay in US 


By Manya Brachear Pashman 
Chicago Tribune 

Ending a 16-month quest to stay in a country where 
he was raised and that he fought to defend, Miguel 
Perez Jr., a veteran with a green card and a felony 
drug conviction, has been deported to Mexico, where 
he has not hved since childhood. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement con¬ 
firmed Sunday that Perez boarded an ICE Air Op¬ 
erations flight at Gary International Airport and 
was flown to Brownsville, Texas. There, ICE officers 
escorted Perez across the U.S.-Mexico border and 
turned him over to Mexican authorities. 

Perez was deported without the customary warn¬ 
ing and opportunity to say goodbye to his family. He 
had no money or clothes, except for a few items from 
the detention center, and was left in Matamoros, a 
border town in the state of Tamaulipas, where the 
U.S. State Department has warned Americans not to 
travel because of high crime. 

While boarding the flight, Perez said, ICE agents 
took selfies “like fishermen with a prize fish.” They 
singled him out and escorted him across the border 
ahead of a busload of other deportees, he said. 

“They did some horrible things, and people have 
got to know,” he said. “They wanted to make sure to 
get rid of me first.” 

ICE officials did not immediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment on Perez’s claims. 

Claudia Valenzuela, detention project director for 
the National Immigrant Justice Center, said she is 
not surprised by Perez’s account. 

“We’ve always heard of things over the years and 
knew there could be aggressive behavior and tactics 
by officers,” Valenzuela said. “But this whole issue of 
almost mocking folks or playing with folks’ emotions, 
which I think is particularly cruel, is one that we’re 
hearing more and more of” 

On Monday, his mother, his minister and another 
advocate flew to Tijuana, where Perez is now in hid¬ 
ing, to dehver a suitcase of clothes, shoes, a Cubs 
baseball cap and prescriptions. 

“This is an intolerable way to treat a man who 
fought bravely for this nation,” said Emma Lozano, 
a minister at Lincoln United Methodist Church who 
has been fighting Perez’s case. 

His mother, Esperanza Montes Perez, said this 
outcome is no more painful than the past 16 months, 
which have kept her in constant agony. 

“Who will be responsible if my son loses his life 
over there?” she said tearfully. 

Raised in Chicago since age 8, Perez enlisted be¬ 
fore 9/11 and served until 2004. He was deployed to 
Afghanistan and served with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Special Forces Group. 

After his military service, Perez sought treat¬ 
ment at the Veterans Affairs hospital near Maywood, 


This is an intolerable way to 
treat a man who fought bravely 
for this nation. ^ 

Emma Lozano 

minister and advocate for Miguel Perez Jr. 


where doctors diagnosed him with post-traumatic 
stress disorder. He was supposed to return for more 
tests to determine whether he also had a traumatic 
brain injury. 

In the meantime, he reconnected with a childhood 
friend who provided free drugs and alcohol. 

On Nov. 26, 2008, while with that friend, Perez 
handed a laptop case containing cocaine to an under¬ 
cover officer. Perez pleaded guilty to the drug charge 
and served half of a 15-year prison sentence. 

Perez is one of many veterans, some of whom sus¬ 
tained injuries and emotional trauma during combat, 
who have been decorated for service, then confronted 
with the possibility of deportation after committing a 
crime. 

As with many others, Perez mistakenly thought he 
became a U.S. citizen when he took an oath to protect 
the nation. He discovered that was not the case when 
he was summoned to immigration court shortly be¬ 
fore his release from a state penitentiary. 

Perez, 39, told the Tribune last Thursday in a call 
from a detention center in Kankakee that he be¬ 
came worried when all of his electronic devices had 
been shut off He had been planning to speak to his 
10-year-old son the next morning, but never got the 
chance. 

Earlier this month, Perez’s petition for citizenship 
retroactive to when he joined the military in 2001 
was denied by immigration officials. 

In addition to the retroactive application for citi¬ 
zenship, he petitioned Gov. Bruce Rauner for clem¬ 
ency and appealed to the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals for rehef under the United Nations Conven¬ 
tion Against Torture, a protection that resembles 
asylum. 

Because drug cartels often try to recruit deport¬ 
ed veterans for their combat experience, Perez and 
human rights advocates believe his life is in danger 
in Mexico. Both requests for relief were denied. 

Perez said he has already been approached. 

“The threats are very real, very serious,” he said. 
“They want to prove a point.” 

His supporters included U.S. Sen. Tammy Duck¬ 
worth, a Democrat from Illinois, who made a long- 
shot bid to keep him in the country by using a 
little-known legal maneuver known as a private bill, 
which is intended to help specific individuals. The 
bill did not get moved past committee. 


Cadet finds downed 
plane, helps suicidal 
man while on leave 


By Benjy Egel 
The Sacramento Bee 

An Air Force cadet played the 
hero twice in the span of 72 hours 
— first by finding a pilot whose 
plane went down in a mountain¬ 
ous area just west of Gilroy, Calif, 
then talking a suicidal man down 
from a freeway overpass. 

On leave from the Air Force 
Academy over Presidents Day 
weekend. Cadet 3rd Class Jack 
Bell, who is from Loomis, Calif, 
decided to rent a plane and fly 
from Auburn to Monterey. Bell, 
19, had earned his pilot’s license 
while attending Del Oro High 
School, from which he graduated 
in 2016. 

Not far from his destination. 
Bell’s radio crackled with a re¬ 
quest from the Northern Califor¬ 
nia Terminal Radar Approach 
Control, or TRACON, office. A 
pilot had called in reporting an en¬ 
gine failure in the area before its 
plane’s communications system 
went dark. Could Bell cut down 
through the clouds and look for the 
downed plane? 

“It wasn’t really a second 
thought for me,” Bell said. “In 
every intention and every action 
that we do, at end of day, it’s the 
people that matter the most. That’s 
a value that’s been instilled in me 
since I was a little kid.” 

It turned out the pilot had man¬ 
aged a deadstick landing on a 
freeway median, sandwiching his 
intact airplane between confused 
drivers on either side. Bell spot¬ 
ted the plane and reported its co¬ 
ordinates back to the TRACON 
center, which then contacted first 
responders. 

Back at the Academy three days 
later on Feb. 20, Bell was driving 
to the gym when he noticed a man 
standing on the edge of an over¬ 
pass 20 to 30 feet above Interstate 
25. Bell pulled over onto the road’s 
shoulder, turned on his hazard 
lights and called 911, then got out 
of his car to talk to the man. 

“At first he was kind of reluctant 
to talk to me about what was going 
on,” Bell said. “But after a couple 
minutes talking to him, I think he 
kind of snapped out of it and when 
it came to his attention of what it 
was he was doing up there, he got 
very emotional.” 

A member of Bell’s immediate 
family has struggled with depres¬ 
sion, he said, which helped him 
understand how to talk to the man 
on the ledge. They connected over 
religion and the man’s family — a 
wife and two children — before 
Bell asked, “How about you and I 
walk off this bridge together?” 

The two walked over to a near¬ 
by Starbucks parking lot, arriving 
there at the same time as police of¬ 
ficers. Bell’s commanding officer, 
Maj. Jamie Johnson, commended 
the cadet for going out of his way 
to do the right thing. 

“Jack is an exceptional testa¬ 
ment of how one Airman can 
make life-changing impact on oth- 



Air Force Academy 
Cadet 3rd Class Jack Bell 


ers,” Johnson said in a prepared 
statement. 

After moving frequently during 
his father’s 20 years in the Navy, 
Bell’s family settled in Loomis in 
2012. Bell’s mother, Suanne, is an 
assistant principal at Woodcreek 
High School, and his younger 
brother plans to attend the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Md., next year. He said his fam¬ 
ily’s dedication to pubhc service 
impressed upon him the responsi¬ 
bility to help others. 
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Kosovo: ‘Forgotten Brigade’ might take on new significance amid 



Slobodan LEKic/Stars and Stripes 


The U.S. contingent at Camp Bondsteel, the laig;est in NATO’s Kosovo Force, has three HH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters at its disposal. The choppers are used for medical evacuations and other duties. 


Russia wades into Serbia-Kosovo dispute 


Associated Press 

BELGRADE, Serbia — Tensions between 
Kosovo and Serbia heightened a day after a se¬ 
nior Serb politician was arrested and expelled 
in northern Kosovo, with Russia wading into the 
dispute and the European Union trying to avert 
further friction Tuesday. 

Kosovo Serbs set up a roadblock in the divided 
town of Mitrovica to monitor access into Serb- 
dominated territory, and Serb politicians walked 
away from Kosovo’s government and threatened 
to form their own local administrations through¬ 
out Kosovo where minority Serbs live. 

European Union foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini was making an urgent trip to Bel¬ 


grade for talks with Serbia’s president in a bid to 
prevent a full-blown crisis from erupting. Mogh¬ 
erini earlier had called for restraint from both 
sides. 

Meanwhile, the Russian Foreign Ministry is¬ 
sued a strongly worded statement, accusing the 
EU and the US. of wanting “to crudely suppress” 
attempts by Kosovo Serbs to “safeguard their le¬ 
gitimate interests.” 

While Russia supports Serbia’s claims over 
its former province, the U.S. and most Western 
states have recognized Kosovo’s independence a 
decade ago. Russia has been trying to expand its 
influence in the Balkans mainly through its tra¬ 
ditional Slavic ally Serbia. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Ducich, whose grandparents 
immigrated to America a cen¬ 
tury ago, dismissed the claims 
swirling on social media that his 
arrival was any sign of a hidden 
agenda. “I think KFOR has stood 
for everyone,” he said referring to 
NATO’s 28-nation Kosovo Force 
mission. “One of the main princi¬ 
ples of KFOR is its impartiality.” 

“I’m the first American officer 
of Serbian origin to command 
Multinational Battle Group-East,” 
said the 30-year veteran of the 
California National Guard. “I am 
privileged to be serving here and 
devote my utmost commitment 
for a safe and secure environ¬ 
ment for all people of Kosovo.” 

But the ethnically charged at¬ 
mosphere is one reason why the 
Balkans is an area of growing 
concern for NATO, whose top 
military commander has identi¬ 
fied it as one of his top concerns 
right now. 

“The area I am concerned 
about today is the Balkans actu¬ 
ally,” U.S. European Command’s 
Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti told 
Congress earlier this month. 
“Russia is at work in the Balkans 
and we have kind of taken our eye 
off the area.” 

Ducich’s 79th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team out of California 
has arrived at a time when the 19- 
year impasse over Kosovo threat¬ 
ens to shift from frozen conflict 
into one with the potential to de¬ 
stabilize the broader region. 

Russia recently became in¬ 
volved by loudly criticizing NATO 
and championing Serbian claims 
to Kosovo, while most Western 
states have recognized the inde¬ 
pendence of the ethnic Albanian- 
dominated region. Some analysts 
say Moscow’s move is a ploy to 
subvert efforts by Washington 
and Brussels to eventually inte¬ 
grate both Serbia and Kosovo into 
the European Union. 

On Monday, Kosovo riot police 
fired tear gas and stun grenades 
to disperse Serbian protesters 
after they had expelled a senior 
Serbian government official from 
a divided northern town. The in¬ 
cident triggered an angry reac¬ 
tion from Belgrade and further 
inflamed tensions between the 
two bitter Balkan foes. 

Ducich took over on March 
20 from Col. Michael Spraggins 
and his 39th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team of the Arkansas 
National Guard. It was the 24th 
nine-month rotation since KFOR 
was established in 1999. The mis¬ 
sion is the longest in the West¬ 
ern military alliance’s 69-year 
history. 


Multinational Battle Group- 
East is one of the two battle groups 
serving in KFOR. About 680 
Americans make up the largest 
single national contingent in the 
force, according to KFOR’s lat¬ 
est fact sheet. Each battle group 
numbers about 1,000 troops. 

Since 1999, KFOR has been re¬ 
duced from 50,000 troops in 1999 
to just over 4,000 servicemem- 
bers today. 

Kosovo, whose population is 90 
percent ethnic Albanian, was an 
autonomous unit in the old Yugo¬ 
slav federation. But when former 
Serbian strongman Slobodan 


Milosevic seized power in 1988, 
he quickly moved to reintegrate 
Kosovo into Serbia and imposed 
martial law in the impoverished 
province. 

In 1999, NATO intervened 
after a series of atrocities by Ser¬ 
bian forces against the Albanian 
population. Following a 78-day 
bombing campaign, Milosevic 
caved in and pulled his forces 
out of Kosovo, leaving NATO in 
control. In 2008, Kosovo’s gov¬ 
ernment unilaterally declared 
independence from Serbia, which 
strongly opposes the move and 
still considers Kosovo as part of 


its territory. 

Camp Bondsteel, named after 
Medal of Honor recipient Staff 
Sgt. James Bondsteel, was origi¬ 
nally constructed to house about 
7,000 troops and was one of the 
biggest bases built by the U.S. 
military since the Vietnam War. 
But after the 9/11 attacks and 
the invasions of Afghanistan and 
Iraq, its American population 
quickly dwindled. 

Built hurriedly after the 1999 
war, the austere base still has a 
makeshift feel, consisting mainly 
of wooden single-story buildings 
connected by long walkways and 


Balkan tensions 



‘‘IliiildniitF Thr Fight’* 



Second Lt. Adam Martin of Fort 
Carson, Colo., a liaison officer 
with KFOR, stands in front of 
the unit’s guard post at Camp 
Bondsteel on Thursday. 

empty roads. During a visit last 
week, the sprawling facility — lo¬ 
cated near Kosovo’s eastern bor¬ 
der with Serbia and its southern 
border with Macedonia — was 
snow-bound after a freak spring 
storm. 

At NATO’s headquarters in 
Brussels, KFOR was for years 
jokingly referred to as the “For¬ 
gotten Brigade.” In recent years, 
some alliance members have even 
sought to disband it and have its 
troops transferred to more criti¬ 
cal missions, such as the ongoing 
war in Afghanistan. 

Even some of the servicemem- 
bers serving in the latest deploy¬ 
ment acknowledged they were 
surprised to find out that the U.S. 
military still had a mission in 
Kosovo. Several servicemembers 
interviewed during a recent visit 
noted that they were schoolchil¬ 
dren when the deployments to 
Kosovo first started. 

Second Lt. Adam Martin, from 
the 3rd Squadron, 61st Cavalry 
Regiment based at Fort Carson, 
Colo., said he was surprised to 
find out that he was being sent to 
the mission. 

“I didn’t even know we were 
in Kosovo,” said the 28-year-old 
from Detroit, adding that when 
his orders came through he and 
his wife had to search on the map 
and the internet to see to where 
he was being deployed. 

But Martin said he was now en¬ 
joying Kosovo, which reminded 
him of Colorado. “And the locals 
are extremely friendly, always 
smiling and waving when they 
see us.” 

lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 


Man arrested after suspicious packages sent to DC bases 


By Sadie Gurman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Authorities near 
Seattle have arrested a man suspected of 
sending suspicious packages to multiple 
military installations in the Washington, 
D.C., region, the FBI said Tuesday, warn¬ 
ing that he may have mailed other “de¬ 
structive devices” that have not yet been 
found. 

The packages were similarly designed 


and contained black powder along with 
rambling, nonsensical notes similar to 
those the man has been known to send in 
the past, according to a U.S. official who 
was not authorized to discuss an ongoing 
investigation and did so on condition of 
anonymity. 

The FBI identified the man as Tranh 
Cong Phan, 43. He was arrested late Mon¬ 
day at his home in Everett, Wash., and was 
set to appear in federal court Tuesday 


afternoon. 

Roughly a dozen packages were sent 
Monday to sites including Joint Base Ana- 
costia-Bolling and Fort Lesley J. McNair 
in the District of Columbia; at Fort Belvoir, 
in Virginia; the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Dahlgren Division, in Dahlgren, 
Va.; and the CIA. No injuries were report¬ 
ed, and the FBI said each package was col¬ 
lected for further analysis. 

Phan’s motive was not immediately 


clear, but the official said there was no im¬ 
mediate connection to terrorism. 

Defense Secretary JimMattistoldreport- 
ers on Tuesday that all of the packages sent 
to Defense Department facilities are under 
the control of the federal authorities. 

“Basically there’s a set procedure, they 
went through the procedure,” said Mattis. 
“We’ve had nobody injured and all those 
packages and all the evidence is accessible 
and is the hands of the FBI right now.” 
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USAF program aims to grow kids' aviation interest 



Joseph PicK/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Junior ROTC cadets take a familiarization flight in a 1st Special Operations 
Wing aircraft at Hurlburt Field, Fla., last June. 

^We just don’t think that aviation is coming up the 
way it used to when our country was pushing a lot of 
aviation ... back in the ’50s, ’60s and early ’70s.^ 

Todd Taylor 

acting Flight Academy director 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Star and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
Air Force plans to put kids into the cockpit 
to teach them how to fly in hopes of spark¬ 
ing youth interest in aviation as the mili¬ 
tary struggles with a pilot shortage. 

The service has invested $2.4 million 
into the first year of the Flight Academy, 
a program that will pay for 120 Air Force 
Junior ROTC cadets to study aviation at 
one of six universities across the country 
this summer. They also have the chance to 
earn their private pilot’s license. 

The goal is to get “kids interested in avi¬ 
ation again,” said Todd Taylor, Air Force 
Junior ROTC regional director and acting 
Flight Academy director. 

“We just don’t think that aviation is com¬ 
ing up the way it used to when our country 
was pushing a lot of aviation ... back in the 
’50s, ’60s and early ’70s,” he said. 

In the late 1980s, the Hollywood block¬ 
buster “Top Gun,” starring Tom Cruise as 
a Navy F-14 Tomcat pilot, was credited with 
boosting recruitment for naval aviators. 

More than 30 years after the film’s re¬ 
lease, the Air Force wants to recapture the 
imagination of American youth for flying. 

Today, the Air Force is short about 1,800 
pilots. Commercial airlines, meanwhile, 
are struggling to hire enough pilots to meet 
an increasing demand for passenger flights 
and replace pilots nearing retirement age. 

By putting students interested in mili¬ 
tary service and aviation through flight 
training, “We think that’s going to draw” 
more young people to careers in aviation, 
Taylor said. 

In Europe, two Air Force Junior ROTC 
cadets were among those selected from 
about 700 applicants for this summer’s na¬ 
scent Flight Academy — the only two ca¬ 
dets chosen from overseas, Taylor said. 

Jordan Soles, a senior at Spangdahlem 
High School, and Wesley Phelan, a junior 
at SHAPE American High School in Bel¬ 
gium, will attend Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va., for about eight weeks this 
summer. 

Soles said he would love to be a fighter 
pilot in the Air Force. “It’s going to be diffi¬ 
cult, but it’s an opportunity I want to take,” 
he said. 

Phelan said he hasn’t made up his mind 
whether to pursue a career in aviation, but 
he’s always wanted to get a pilot’s license. 
“I didn’t think I’d ever have time for it,” he 


said, since it can normally take six months 
or more. 

The Air Force expects to spend about 
$20,000 on each Flight Academy cadet. 
The funds cover academics, flight train¬ 
ing, room and board, travel to the school 
and a medical screening. 

For the Air Force, “it’s a huge leap of 
faith,” Taylor said. The Flight Academy 
graduates have no obligation to join the 


Air Force or continue aviation-related 
pursuits. 

“There’s no military commitment, and 
some students may or may not choose to 
join the military,” Taylor said. But even if 
cadets choose to become commercial pilots 
or work as an air-traffic controller or air¬ 
craft maintainer, “we would still consider 
that a success on our investment,” he said. 

The Air Force has committed to funding 


the program for the next six years after 
this summer, Taylor said. Next year, the 
service hopes to expand the program to 
250 students; by 2020, the plan is to award 
scholarships to 500 cadets, according to 
Taylor. Eventually, 
the Air Force hopes to 
offer spots to between 
1,200 and 2,000 Air 
Force JROTC cadets 
every year. 

“It’s a national 
problem, it’s not just 
a military problem,” 

Taylor said of the pilot 
shortage. 

Boeing last year 
forecast that retire¬ 
ments and additional aircraft would push 
the need in North America for 117,000 new 
pilots over the next 20 years. 

The Air Force, meanwhile, needs at least 
20,000 pilots to fly its 
assorted aircraft, 
and was about 1,800 
short toward the end 
of 2017, officials said. 

The majority of un¬ 
filled positions are for 
fighter pilots, officials 
said. 

The Air Force also 
is trying to expand 
diversity among its 
aviators, a gap the 
Flight Academy program aims to reduce 
over time, Taylor said. More than half of 
Air Force JROTC cadets worldwide are 
minorities, he said. 

The application window for next year’s 
Flight Academy opens in early fall. Can¬ 
didates don’t need flying experience but 
have to have some interest in aviation, Tay¬ 
lor said. The program is currently open 
to junior and seniors, but Taylor said they 
hope to eventually include sophomores. 

The Federal Aviation Association re¬ 
quires students be at least 17 years old to 
be eligible for a private pilot certificate. 
Taylor said the Flight Academy is working 
with the FAA to change the minimum age 
to 16 for its students. 

Phelan, the junior from SHAPE, is excit¬ 
ed — and a little anxious — about learning 
to fly. “I’m nervous after hearing stories of 
soloing,” he said. “I can only imagine what 
that’s like the first time.” 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Mattis predicts partnership with Bolton 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis answers a question from a reporter during his meeting with Indonesian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno Marsudi on Monday at the Pentagon. 

^1 look forward to working with him — no 
reservations, no concerns at all. Last 
time I checked, he’s an American, f 

Jim Mattis 

defense secretary 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis acknowl¬ 
edged on Tuesday that he and 
President Donald Trump’s in¬ 
coming national security adviser, 
John Bolton, have different world 
views but predicted they will de¬ 
velop a working partnership. 

“I look forward to working 
with him — no reservations, no 
concerns at all,” Mattis told re¬ 
porters at an impromptu news 
conference. “Last time I checked 
he’s an American. I’m not in the 
least bit concerned.” 

Mattis said he has never met 
Bolton, a former ambassador to 
the United Nations and conserva¬ 
tion firebrand. He said he expects 
Bolton to pay a visit to the Penta¬ 
gon soon, perhaps this week, to 
begin developing a relationship. 

“I’ll tell you right up front: it’s 
going to be a partnership,” he 
said. When a reporter mentioned 
that people see his world view as 
significantly different than that 
of Bolton, Mattis replied, “That’s 
the normal thing you want, unless 
you want group-think.” 

Bolton, who will replace Army 
Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster on April 
9, has publicly advocated for 
overthrowing the North Korean 
government, possibly by force. 
Mattis, a retired Marine general 
who knows intimately the costs of 
war, favors diplomacy to rid the 
North of its nuclear weapons and 
has said war on the Korean pen¬ 
insula would be “catastrophic.” 
On Iran, too, Mattis would seem 
at odds with Bolton, who has ar¬ 
gued for abandoning the Obama- 
era nuclear deal. 

These and other matters of war 
and peace will test Mattis’ influ¬ 
ence with Trump as his national 
security team is overhauled. 

Mattis was sometimes at odds 
with McMaster, but the arrival 
of the hawkish Bolton, combined 
with the firing of Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson and the uncer¬ 
tain status of John Kelly as White 
House chief of staff, appears to 
leave Mattis more isolated than 
at any time since he took over the 
Pentagon 15 months ago. 

The North Korea issue is front- 
and-center: Trump has agreed to 
meet with North Korean Presi¬ 
dent Kim Jong Un by May to 
discuss the North’s nuclear dis¬ 
armament. The unprecedented 
summit could be a turning point 


in a decades-old U.S.-North Ko¬ 
rean standoff that Trump him¬ 
self has said could end in “fire 
and fury” - an American nuclear 

attack_to stop the North from 

gaining the ability to strike the 
US. with a nuclear missile. 

“This is buckle-up time,” re¬ 
tired Navy Adm. James Stavri- 
dis, dean of the Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, said last week on 
MSNBC. “For the military I 
have three words: Sharpen your 
swords. He (Bolton) is someone 
who is going to reach for the mili¬ 
tary instrument.” 

The changes in the White 
House and at the State Depart¬ 
ment, while significant for Mattis, 
are hardly heart-stopping. People 
close to him sense no change 
in his commitment to the job; 
some suggest that Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to move former Republican 
congressman and current CIA 
director Mike Pompeo to State, 
replacing Tillerson, could benefit 
Mattis in the sense that he’ll have 
a partner at State who is better 


aligned with Trump. 

Publicly, Mattis has said little 
about the shakeup. He was in 
Afghanistan when Tillerson got 
the ax. When reporters asked his 
reaction a couple of days later, 
Mattis said he preferred not to 
comment on the details, although 
he went on to suggest that its 
importance was being exagger¬ 
ated. He said that in all of his 
discussions abroad with foreign 
government officials and Ameri¬ 
can troops, the matter was not 
brought up once. 

“I understand why you’re ask¬ 
ing, but I’m just pointing out that 
in most parts of the world this is a 
Washington, D.C. story,” he said. 

Another Washington story is 


Mattis and his ability to forge 
a workable relationship with 
Trump despite differences on 
some issues like the Iran nuclear 
deal, which Mattis says is flawed 
but worth honoring as long as 
the Iranians do. Mattis also has 
differed with the president over 
Trump’s wish to bar all trans¬ 
gender people from serving in 
the military, and he helped sway 
Trump from his inclination last 
year to end US. military involve¬ 
ment in Afghanistan. 

The Mattis formula seems to be 
simple. Out of the spotlight, out of 
trouble. The less he says publicly, 
the less he risks losing influence 
with Trump. 

“Part of his success ... is ab¬ 


solutely the fact that you don’t 
see him in the limelight terri¬ 
bly much,” says Loren Dejonge 
Schulman, a defense analyst at 
the Center for a New American 
Security who served in key na¬ 
tional security positions in the 
White House and Pentagon under 
President Barack Obama. “That 
may be keeping him out of trou¬ 
ble with the White House but I 
think it’s setting an incredibly 
bad precedent in terms of Penta¬ 
gon transparency.” 

If Mattis, who spent more than 
40 years in uniform and is the 
first career military officer to 
lead the Pentagon since George 
C. Marshall in the early 1950s, 
isn’t the most experienced politi¬ 
cian to run the military’s vast bu¬ 
reaucracy, he has shown a knack 
for staying out of trouble with his 
thin-skinned boss. 

Mattis has even broken Trump 
of his habit of calling the retired 
general “Mad Dog,” which Mattis 
insists was a media invention to 
begin with. 

Trump frequently has lunch 
and dinners with the defense 
secretary and speaks glow¬ 
ingly of him to outside advisers. 
White House officials have said 
that Trump sometimes repeats 
military historical anecdotes he 
heard from Mattis. 

Even Mattis’ few known stum¬ 
bles have not dogged him. In 
August, for example, Mattis told 
sailors at a submarine base in his 
home state of Washington that the 
Navy would give them the worst 
and the best days of their lives, 
and then added, “That means 
you’re not some (expletive) sitting 
on the sidelines,” he said. “You 
know what I mean, kind of sitting 
there saying, ‘Well, I should have 
done something with my life.’” 

His language was quickly 
forgotten. 

The episode pointed to a man 
who has shaped the job and not 
let it shape him. So much so that 
perhaps the most poignant criti¬ 
cism of his tenure has been the 
secrecy with which the military 
has handled everything from 
troop deployment numbers to the 
details of its military strategies — 
things that often were made pub¬ 
lic under previous secretaries. 


Amid tensions with Turkey, Iraqi PM orders forces to border 


By Sinan Salaheddin 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s prime 
minister said on Tuesday that he 
has ordered the military to take 
full control of the country’s bor¬ 
ders amid escalating tensions and 
Turkish threats of an incursion 
into Iraq to chase Kurdish rebels. 

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan over the week¬ 


end announced “operations” in 
Sinjar in northern Iraq to clear 
the mountainous area of Kurd¬ 
istan Workers’ Party, or PKK, 
fighters. Erdogan later said that 
if the PKK fighters do not vacate 
Iraqi regions of Sinjar and Qa- 
ndil, it would be “inevitable” for 
Ankara to remove them. 

During a phone call with his 
Turkish counterpart on Tuesday, 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 


said his troops will prevent “for¬ 
eign fighters” from using Iraq for 
cross-border attacks against Tur¬ 
key. Al-Abadi’s statement says he 
reassured Prime Minister Binali 
Yildirim that he rejects any “vio¬ 
lation” against Turkey through 
Iraqi territory. 

The statement also says Yildir¬ 
im assured al-Abadi that Turkey 
won’t “launch operations without 
Iraqi government consent.” 


PKK, which has been fighting 
Ankara since 1984 in the south¬ 
east region of Turkey along the 
border with Iraq, maintains bases 
in northern Iraq for cross-bor¬ 
der raids. Turkey has in the past 
launched airstrikes and ground 
operations inside Iraq to rout the 
rebels. It is considered a terror¬ 
ist organization by the European 
Union and United States. 

In 2015, PKK said it sent fight¬ 


ers into Sinjar — about 75 miles 
west of Mosul — to help protect 
Iraq’s minority Yazidi people 
“from genocide” at the hands of 
Islamic State, which at the time 
had overrun large swaths of 
northern Iraq. 

Iraqi Kurdish fighters, known 
as the peshmerga and backed by 
the U.S.-led coalition, led the of¬ 
fensive against ISIS in that part 
of Iraq. 
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Poll: President 
benefiting from 
economy, tax law 



President Donald Trump speaks in the Diplomatic Room of the White House in Washington on Friday. 

Fight fire with fire: Opponents 
borrow from Trump’s playbook 


By Julie Pace 
AND Emily Swanson 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A growing 
American economy and passage 
of a Republican tax overhaul ap¬ 
pear to be helping President Don¬ 
ald Trump lift his approval ratings 
from historic lows, according to a 
new poll by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research. 

Trump remains unpopular with 
the m^ority of Americans, 58 
percent. But 42 percent say they 
now approve of the job he’s doing 
as president, up seven points from 
a month ago. That’s a welcome 
change in tr^ectory for a White 
House that has been battered by 
chaos, controversies and internal 
upheaval. 

The poll suggests that at least 
some of the president’s improving 
standing is tied to the economy, 
which has steadily grown and 
added jobs, continuing a tr^ec- 
tory that began under President 
Barack Obama. Nearly half of 
Americans surveyed—47 percent 
— say they approve of how Trump 
is handling the economy, his high¬ 
est rating on any issue. When it 
comes to tax policy, 46 percent of 
Americans back Trump’s moves. 

For Republicans, that offers 
a glimmer of hope as they stare 
down a difficult midterm election 
landscape and a surge of Demo¬ 
cratic enthusiasm. With few other 
legislative victories from Trump’s 
first 14 months in office, GOP law¬ 
makers have largely pinned their 
hopes for keeping control of Con¬ 
gress on middle-class voters feel¬ 
ing the impact of the tax law. 

“Our fortunes will rise and fall 
with the economy and, specifi¬ 
cally, with the middle-class tax 


cut this fall,” said Corry Bliss, 
executive director of the Congres¬ 
sional Leadership Fund, a super 
PAC aligned with House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., Bliss urged 
Republican candidates to view the 
law as “an offensive, not defensive, 
weapon.” 

One of the OOP’s challenges, 
however, will be keeping the 
economy and tax overhaul in the 
spotlight through the fall given 
the crush of other matters roiling 
the White House and competing 
for Americans’ attention. At the 
White House Monday, the daily 
press briefing was dominated by 
questions about the president’s 
alleged affair with adult film star 
Stormy Daniels, a relationship he 
denies. 

Each week has seemed to bring 
a new departure among the presi¬ 
dent’s closest advisers. And many 
days. Trump is more inchned to 
use his Twitter megaphone to 
try to discredit the investigation 
into possible campaign contacts 
with Russia than promote the tax 
overhaul. 

Republican operatives acknowl¬ 
edge that even if they can break 
through the clutter, they still 
have a ways to go when it comes 
to explaining the $1.5 trillion tax 
plan to Americans. Democrats 
have aggressively cast the mea¬ 
sure, which permanently slashes 
the tax rate for corporations and 
reduces taxes for the wealthiest 
Americans, as a boon for the rich. 

The Democratic message does 
appear to be breaking through 
with voters. Among those Ameri¬ 
cans who are famihar with the 
new law, 77 percent believe it 
helps large corporations and 73 
percent say it benefits the wealthy, 
while 53 percent say it helps small 
businesses. 


By Catherine Lucey 
AND Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Looking to 
get ahead in President Donald 
Trump’s Washington? Borrow his 
media playbook. 

With suggestive statements, 
cryptic tweets, provocative law¬ 
suits and must-see television in¬ 
terviews, Trump’s adversaries 
are using some of his own tactics 
to grab — and keep — the spot- 
hght. From adult film star Stormy 
Daniels to former FBI Director 
James Comey, each has become a 
must-see supporting character in 
the president’s daily drama. 

At the moment, the most vis¬ 
ible is Daniels, who received a 
$130,000 payment to stay silent 
about an alleged affair with 
Trump and is now seeking to in¬ 
validate a nondisclosure agree¬ 
ment. She and her attorney, 
Michael Avenatti, have teased out 
details of her relationship with 
Trump for weeks, with Avenatti 
giving explosive interviews al¬ 
most daily and Daniels taunting 


the president on social media. 

Avenatti and Daniels also have 
hinted she might have proof of the 
affair. Avenatti tweeted a photo of 
a CD-ROM that purported to con¬ 
tain evidence. And when Daniels 
was asked on CBS’ “60 Minutes” 
if she had texts, images or other 
items, she rephed: “I can’t answer 
that right now.” 

It was, of course, the kind of 
cliffhanger Trump has perfected. 

He mastered the art of the tease, 
building suspense in the name of 
more attention, long before he ran 
for office. He’s employed simi¬ 
lar tactics in the White House, 
bringing reahty show stylings to 
the often mundane functions of 
government. 

“He does like to create some 
mystery around the great Oz be¬ 
hind the curtain,” said George 
Rush, former gossip columnist at 
the New York Daily News. 

As a Manhattan real estate de¬ 
veloper, Trump dished out news 
scoops and gossip items — some¬ 
times about his properties, some¬ 
times about his personal life — in 


order to boost his own celebrity 
and interest in his buildings. 
He’d play one New York tabloid 
off the other to increase the buzz 
for his brand. 

He took it further as the star 
of “The Apprentice,” a reahty 
TV show that portrayed Trump 
as America’s CEO, and built sus¬ 
pense by firing a cast member 
each week. 

Now in the White House, Trump 
plays every decision for maximum 
suspense. 

He paraded prospective Cabi¬ 
net secretaries before a press 
pack at his private golf club and 
through the lobby of his Manhat¬ 
tan skyscraper. He’s dragged out 
global policy decisions, tossing out 
a “stay tuned” last fall when asked 
if he’d negotiate with North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un. 

And he has kept Washington 
guessing on how he would respond 
to the investigations of Russian 
election meddling, often employ¬ 
ing the same suspenseful, and 
perhaps ominous, catchphrase: 
“We’ll see what happens.” 


White House disputes adult film star’s claim she was threatened 


^The president strongly, clearly and consistently denied these underlying claims, 
and the only person who’s been inconsistent is the one making the claims, f 

Raj Shah 

White House spokesman 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House is disputing adult film star 
Stormy Daniels’ claim that she was 
threatened to keep quiet over her 
alleged affair with Donald Trump 
and said the president continues to 
deny the relationship. 

Daniels’ detailed her allegations 
in a widely watched interview 
with “60 Minutes” that sparked 
new legal wranghng between at¬ 
torneys for the porn star and the 
president’s team. 

A lawyer for Michael Cohen, 
Trump’s personal attorney, de¬ 
manded that Daniels publicly apol¬ 
ogize to his client for suggesting 
he was involved in her intimida¬ 
tion. Daniels responded by filing 
a revised federal lawsuit accusing 
Cohen of defamation. 


Trump, who frequently takes 
on his foes in person and on social 
media, remained uncharacteristi¬ 
cally quiet about the matter Mon¬ 
day. He sent a cryptic tweet saying 
“fake news” has “never been more 
voluminous or more inaccurate,” 
but it was unclear what exactly he 
was referring to. 

Instead, he left the denials to 
his White House staff Spokesman 
Rqj Shah declined to say whether 
the president had watched Dan¬ 
iels’ interview, but said Trump did 
not believe any of the claims she 


made. “The president strongly, 
clearly and has consistently de¬ 
nied these underlying claims, 
and the only person who’s been 
inconsistent is the one making the 
claims,” Shah said. 

But Daniels was on Trump’s 
mind last weekend in Palm Beach, 
Fla., where he had dinner Satur¬ 
day night with Cohen at his Mar- 
a-Lago estate. 

Trump, according to one per¬ 
son who spent time with him, 
told guests that Daniels now owes 
him $21 million for breaking 


her silence, and that every time 
she talks, she owes him a mil¬ 
lion more. Trump appeared in 
good spirits, laughing off the fact 
that Daniels will be bringing her 
“Making America Homy Again” 
strip show to a nearby venue next 
month, said the person, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
the person was not authorized to 
disclose private conversations. 

Mar-a-Lago member Chris 
Ruddy, the CEO of Newsmax, 
told ABC Sunday that Tmmp told 
him “much of the Stormy Daniels 


stuff” is a “political hoax.” 

Trump returned to Washington 
Sunday night, though first lady 
Melania Trump stayed behind in 
Florida. A spokeswoman for Mrs. 
Trump said she is “focused on 
being a mom and is quite enjoying 
spring break at Mar-a-Lago while 
working on future projects.” 

In her interview, Daniels said 
she’d slept with Trump once, short¬ 
ly after Mrs. Trump gave birth to 
the president’s youngest son. She 
also said a man approached her in 
a Las Vegas parking lot in 2011, 
when she was with her infant 
daughter, and threatened her with 
physical harm if she went pubhc 
with her story. 

In a letter late Sunday night, an 
attorney for Cohen demanded that 
Daniels publicly apologize to his 
client. 
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Calif, county mulls fighting state's sanctuary law 


By Amy Taxin 

Associated Press 

SANTA ANA, Calif. — Leaders of Or¬ 
ange County planned Tuesday to consider 
fighting a state law aimed at protecting 
immigrants from stepped-up deportations 
under the Trump administration. 

The backlash to the state’s so-called 
sanctuary law comes a week after the 
small city of Los Alamitos in Orange Coun¬ 
ty voted to opt out of the policy. 

The all-Republican supervisors of the 
Southern California county of 3.2 million 
people were expected to discuss passing a 
resolution in support of Los Alamitos and 
whether to join the U.S. government’s law¬ 
suit over the law, which bars police in many 


cases from turning over suspects to federal 
immigration agents for deportation. 

“This legislation prevents law enforce¬ 
ment from removing criminals from our 
community and is a threat to public safety,” 
said Supervisor Shawn Nelson, who has 
proposed joining the lawsuit by President 
Donald Trump’s administration or filing a 
new one. 

Orange County, which is home to Dis¬ 
neyland and wealthy beach communities 
where many people vacation, has a five- 
member board of supervisors, and all are 
Republican. 

While Republicans still outnumber 
Democrats in the county. Democrats have 
gained significant ground in recent years, 
and Hillary Clinton won more votes than 


Trump in Orange County in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. 

California, a liberal state that is home to 
more than 10 million immigrants, passed 
its sanctuary law last year to limit local 
police collaboration with U.S. immigration 
authorities. 

Supporters argue that the measure 
would encourage immigrants to report 
crime without fearing deportation, while 
critics say local police should provide more 
assistance to federal authorities. 

Officials in Los Alamitos, a community 
of about 12,000 people 20 miles southeast 
of downtown Los Angeles, raised constitu¬ 
tional concerns about the law and sent let¬ 
ters to other cities seeking their support. 

Legal experts and immigrant advocates 


have said cities can’t simply opt out of state 
law and will face lawsuits if they try. 

Sameer Ahmed, a staff attorney at the 
American Civil Liberties Union of South¬ 
ern California, said some cities appear to 
be discussing largely political resolutions, 
not local laws like Los Alamitos. But the 
idea that Orange County would consider 
taking such a stand is concerning to immi¬ 
grant advocates, he said. 

“We definitely think it is wrong, and of¬ 
fensive as well, that these cities and the 
county are saying they would rather fur¬ 
ther the anti-immigrant agenda of the 
Trump administration than protect the 
rights of their own immigrant residents,” 
he said. 


Democrats blast decision to add 
citizenship question to census 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Sequita Thompson, center, discusses the shooting of her grandson, 
Stephon Clark, during a news conference Monday in Sacramento, 
Calif. Thompson was accompanied by Clark’s uncle, Kurtis Gordon, 
left, and attorney Ben Crump, right. 

Grandmother of slain man 
calls for police changes 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 2020 
U.S. Census will include a ques¬ 
tion about citizenship status, a 
move that brought swift con¬ 
demnation from Democrats, who 
said it would intimidate immi¬ 
grants and discourage them from 
participating. 

The population count taken 
every 10 years is more than an 
academic exercise. It’s required 
by the Constitution and used to 
determine the number of seats 
each state has in the House as 
well as how federal funds are 
distributed to local communities. 
It helps communities determine 
where to build everything from 
schools and grocery stores to 
hospitals. 

Congress delegated to the sec¬ 
retary of the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment the authority to determine 
census questions. Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross had until 
the end of March to submit the 
list of questions to Congress. The 
department said the citizenship 
information would help the Jus¬ 
tice Department enforce the Vot- 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — A toxicol¬ 
ogy report from Prince’s autopsy, 
obtained Monday by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press, shows he had what 
multiple experts called an “ex¬ 
ceedingly high” concentration 
of fentanyl in his body when he 
died. 

Prince was 57 when he was 
found alone and unresponsive in 
an elevator at his Paisley Park es¬ 
tate on April 21, 2016. Public data 
released six weeks after his death 
showed he died of an accidental 
overdose of fentanyl, a synthetic 
opioid 50 times more powerful 
than heroin. 

A confidential toxicology report 
obtained by the AP provides some 
insight into just how much fen¬ 
tanyl was in his system. Experts 


ing Rights Act, which protects 
minority voting rights. 

“Secretary Ross determined 
that obtaining complete and ac¬ 
curate information to meet this 
legitimate government purpose 
outweighed the limited potential 
adverse impacts,” the depart¬ 
ment said in its announcement. 

A coalition of state attorneys 
general urged the department 
last month to not add such a ques¬ 
tion, saying it could lower partic¬ 
ipation among immigrants and 
cause a population undercount. 

California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra said the state 
will sue the Trump administra¬ 
tion over its decision. 

“We’re prepared to do what we 
must to protect California from 
a deficient Census,” he said. “In¬ 
cluding a citizenship question on 
the 2020 census is not just a bad 
idea — it is illegal.” 

House Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi said Tuesday that 
adding such a question “will in¬ 
ject fear and distrust into vul¬ 
nerable communities and cause 
traditionally undercounted 


who are not 
connected 
to the Prince 
investiga¬ 
tion said the 
numbers 
leave no 
doubt that 
fentanyl 
killed him. 
“The 

amount in 
his blood is 
exceedingly high, even for some¬ 
body who is a chronic pain patient 
on fentanyl patches,” said Dr. 
Lewis Nelson, chairman of emer¬ 
gency medicine at Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School. He called 
the fentanyl concentrations “a 
pretty clear smoking gun.” 

The report said the concentra¬ 
tion of fentanyl in Prince’s blood 


communities to be even further 
under-represented, financially 
excluded and left behind.” 

Democratic lawmakers had 
been bracing for the decision 
in recent months. They’ve held 
press conferences and made it a 
point to question Ross about his 
thinking during appearances at 
congressional hearings. 

But some Republican lawmak¬ 
ers hailed the decision. GOP 
Sens. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas and Ted 
Cruz of Texas had sent a letter to 
the Commerce Department ask¬ 
ing Ross to add the question. 

“It is imperative that the data 
gathered in the census is reliable, 
given the wide ranging impacts 
it will have on U.S. policy,” Cruz 
said in a press release issued by 
the three lawmakers. “A question 
on citizenship is a reasonable, 
commonsense addition to the 
census.” 

The Commerce Department 
said that between 1820 and 1950, 
almost every decennial census 
asked a question on citizenship in 
some form. 


was 67.8 micrograms per liter. 
The report explains that fatalities 
have been documented in people 
with blood levels ranging from 
three to 58 micrograms per liter. 

There was also what experts 
called a potentially lethal amount 
of fentanyl in Prince’s stomach. 
Dr. Charles McKay, president of 
the American College of Medical 
Toxicology, said generally speak¬ 
ing, the findings suggest Prince 
took the drug orally, while fen¬ 
tanyl in the blood and liver sug¬ 
gest it had some time to circulate 
before he died. 

Experts say there is no “lethal 
level” at which fentanyl can kill. 
A person who takes prescription 
opioids for a long time builds 
up a tolerance, and a dose that 
could kill one person might help 
another. 


Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — The 
grandmother of an unarmed 
black man killed by Sacramento 
police called Monday for changes 
in the way police confront sus¬ 
pects, such as sending in a po¬ 
lice dog, using a Taser, or aiming 
for an arm or leg when shots are 
fired. 

Sequita Thompson said at an 
emotional news conference that 
police didn’t need to shoot at Ste¬ 
phon Clark 20 times, killing him 
in her darkened backyard March 
18. 

“They didn’t have to kill him 
like that, they didn’t have to shoot 
him that many times,” she said 
through sobs, recounting the 
night of his slaying. She believes 
Clark, 22, was in the backyard 
trying to get into the house he 
shared with his grandparents and 
other family members when he 
was shot. 

He’s the latest prominent face 
of young black men killed by po¬ 
lice nationwide, said the family’s 
renowned civil rights attorney, 
Benjamin Crump. He called it an 
“execution” of a man who “chose 
nonviolence” and was found with 
only a cellphone and not the hand¬ 
gun police thought he was aiming 


in their direction. 

Police said they were pursu¬ 
ing a suspect who had broken 
at least three car windows and 
a neighbor’s sliding glass door. 
They say the suspect fled from 
two responding officers and ig¬ 
nored commands to stop and 
show his hands. Video and audio 
recordings released by the de¬ 
partment last week show the of¬ 
ficers appear to genuinely believe 
Clark had a gun, and independent 
experts said they are unlikely to 
face criminal charges. 

Leaders of the NAACP want the 
Sacramento police department to 
change its foot pursuit policy to 
allow for options such as waiting 
for backup, sending in a police 
dog, backing off and maintaining 
surveillance or using less-than- 
lethal force such as Tasers during 
confrontations. 

“We’re always open to the con¬ 
versation about how we can do 
things differently or better and 
this case is no different,” said De¬ 
tective Eddie Macaulay, a depart¬ 
ment spokesman. 

State NAACP President Alice 
Huffman said the organization 
has asked the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment’s civil rights division to 
investigate the killing. 


Report: Prince had high level of fentanyl in body 



Prince 
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Slumping sales, legal pressures hurt Remington 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Accessories manufacturer Kevin Kao, of Irvine, Calif., examines a military-grade 
Remington Adaptive Combat Rifle at the 2013 SHOT Show in Las Vegas. 


By Michelle Chapman 
Associated Press 

Remington, the storied gun-maker that 
began turning out flintlock rifles when there 
were only 19 states in the Union, has filed 
for bankruptcy reorganization amid years 
of slumping sales and legal and financial 
pressure over the Sandy Hook school mas¬ 
sacre in December 2012 in Connecticut. 

In papers filed Sunday in federal bank¬ 
ruptcy court in Delaware, Remington 
outlined a plan to turn over control to its 
creditors and continue operating with up 
to $100 million from lenders. It remains 
unclear what will happen to its 3,500 or 
so employees as it tries to put its finances 
in order. 

Remington, whose roots go back to 1816, 
when the Western frontier beckoned, saw its 
debts mount with the election of President 
Donald Trump, who has called himself a 
“true friend” of the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion but whose victory ended years of panic¬ 
buying by people afraid a Democrat in the 
White House would crack down on guns. 

In 2017, firearm background checks, a 
good barometer of sales, dechned faster 
than in any year since 1998, when the FBI 
first began compiling such data. 

The Madison, N.C., company’s produc¬ 
tion of one of the best-known weapons in 
the world, the Bushmaster AR-15 rifle, 
has also proved problematic. The young 
man who killed 20 first-graders and six 
educators in the Sandy Hook shooting in 

Dentist group 
puts teeth in 
push to curb 
painkillers 

By Lindsey Tanner 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — The American Dental As¬ 
sociation wants dentists to drastically cut 
back on prescribing opioid painkillers. 

The association announced a new policy 
Monday that “essentially says eliminate 
opioids from your arsenal if at all possible,” 
said Dr. Joseph Crowley, the group’s presi¬ 
dent. The Chicago-based group represents 
about 161,000 dentists. 

The group is also pushing for limiting 
opioid prescriptions to no more than a week 
and mandatory education for dentists that 
encourages using other painkillers. 

Dentists write fewer than 7 percent of 
US. opioid prescriptions, but new research 
shows that practice has increased in recent 
years despite evidence that ibuprofen and 
acetaminophen work just as well for most 
dental pain and are less risky than opioids, 
which can be addictive. 

In many dental cases involving opioids, 
dentists prescribe Vicodin or Percocet 
for short-term pain from procedures in¬ 
cluding removing wisdom teeth and other 
tooth extractions, root canal work or dental 
implants. 

But nonsteroidal anti-inflammation 
drugs including ibuprofen (sold as Motrin 
and Advil) are as effective for these condi¬ 
tions; and ibuprofen plus acetaminophen 
(Tylenol) can provide better pain relief 
in some cases, according to an analysis of 
five studies published in the Journal of the 
American Dental Association. 

Dentists are the leading prescribers of 


Connecticut used a Bushmaster. 

An AR-15-style weapon made by a dif¬ 
ferent manufacturer. Smith & Wesson, was 
used last month in the rampage at a Park¬ 
land, Fla., high school that left 17 people 
dead. That attack has led to huge protests 
around the country and a new student-led 
movement to tighten gun laws. 

Remington was sued by victims’ families 



Patrick Sison/AP 


The American Dental Association on 
Monday said it is pressing for seven- 
day prescription limits for opioids and 
mandatory education that encourages 
using other painkillers. 

opioids for US. teens, and the largest in¬ 
crease in dental prescriptions from 2010 
to 2015 occurred in 11- to 18-year-olds, ac¬ 
cording to a study published in the same 
journal. That rate climbed from almost 
100 to 165 per 1,000 patients. Among all 
ages, the rate increased from 131 to 147 
per 1,000. 

The association said in a 2016 policy that 
dentists should consider these nonopioids 
as first-line treatment for pain. 

“The fact that we’re still prescribing opi¬ 
oids when we’ve demonstrated that nonste- 
roidals are as effective most of the time is a 
little disturbing,” said Dr. Paul Moore, co¬ 
author of the analysis and professor at the 
University of Pittsburgh’s dental school. 

In its new policy, the association sup¬ 
ports making continuing education courses 
focusing on limiting opioid use a require¬ 
ment for licensing dentists. Many states 
have adopted those mandates. Moore noted 
that Pennsylvania recently enacted a law 
requiring dentists to get written consent 
from parents before prescribing opioids to 
patients under age 18. 

For many young patients, “This is going 
to be their first experience with opioids,” 
Moore said. “Maybe it is our opportunity 
to stop and counsel patients about the 
dangers.” 


after the Sandy Hook tragedy. That lawsuit 
was dismissed because of broad immunity 
granted to the gun industry, but the Con¬ 
necticut Supreme Court is weighing wheth¬ 
er to reinstate it. 

Some investors decided after Sandy 
Hook that they wanted nothing to do with 
the Remington. Cerberus Capital Manage¬ 
ment, the private equity firm that acquired 


By Tamara Lush and Jason Dearen 
Associated Press 

A judge has ruled that the revelation that 
the Pulse nightclub shooter’s father was 
an FBI informant for 11 years before the 
attack has little bearing on the trial of the 
gunman’s widow. 

US. District Judge Paul Byron on Mon¬ 
day rejected a defense motion for a mistrial 
of Noor Salman, who is accused of helping 
her husband plan his June 2016 mass shoot¬ 
ing at the gay nightclub in Orlando, Fla., 
where he killed 49 people. 

Lawyers for Salman said that because 
prosecutors didn’t disclose that Mateen’s 
father, Seddique Mateen, was an FBI infor¬ 
mant until halfway through the trial, her 
Fifth Amendment right to due process and 
Sixth Amendment right to a fair trial were 
denied. The judge disagreed. 

“This trial is not about Seddique Mateen. 
It’s about Noor Salman,” the judge said. 

Salman, now 31 and the mother of a small 
child, is being tried in federal court in Or¬ 
lando. Her defense is scheduled to wrap 
up this week, and lawyers will give closing 
arguments. 

In court on Monday, an FBI agent testi¬ 
fied that they considered trying to develop 
Omar Mateen as an informant, like his fa¬ 
ther, after investigating him in 2013 and 
finding he didn’t have ties to terrorism. 

Salman’s lawyers say the government’s 
belated disclosure about Mateen’s father 
and his ties to the FBI has prevented them 
from exploring the possibihties that Sed¬ 
dique Mateen was more directly involved, 
and that Salman may have been framed to 
hide the government’s mistakes. 

The government’s “violations in this case 
have placed Ms. Salman, the jury and this 
Court in a dark wood where the search 
for truth has been thwarted,” they wrote, 
paraphrasing and citing 15th-century Ital- 


Remington in 2007 as gun sales began to 
boom, tried to sell it less than a week after 
the shooting. There were no takers. 

In filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy reor¬ 
ganization, Remington Outdoor Co. said it 
would give holders of a $550 million loan to 
the company an 82.5 percent stake. Other 
creditors would get the rest. 

The industry has been hurt by another 
trend: A large percentage of guns in the 
US. are owned by an increasingly small 
group of people. 

A recent study by Harvard University 
and Northeastern University found that 
the number of privately owned guns in 
America grew by more than 70 million — 
to approximately 265 million — between 
1994 and 2015. But half of those guns are 
owned by only 3 percent of the population. 
That small base of what are sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as “superowners” has made the 
industry more unstable. 

In 2015, Colt Holdings Co., another sto¬ 
ried gun-maker, filed for Chapter 11 bank¬ 
ruptcy. Likewise, profits at Sturm, Ruger 
& Co. are under pressure, and its stock is 
down 18 percent this year. 

Some of Wall Street’s heaviest hitters are 
stepping into the national debate on guns. 

BlackRock — a m^or shareholder in 
Sturm Ruger, American Outdoor Brands 
and Vista Outdoor Brands — announced 
about a week after the Parkland shooting 
that it wanted to speak with the three fire¬ 
arms makers about their responses to the 
tragedy. 


ian poet Dante Alighieri’s “The Divine 
Comedy.” 

Her lawyers’ motion said US. attorney 
Sara Sweeney sent them an email Saturday 
reveahng some details of the FBI’s involve¬ 
ment with Seddique Mateen’s activities 
leading up to the Pulse attack. 

“I have just received authorization to dis¬ 
close the following information about Sed¬ 
dique Mateen,” her email said. “Seddique 
Mateen was an FBI confidential human 
source at various points in time between 
January 2005 and June 2016.” 

This email was sent after jurors heard 
Shahla Mateen, Omar’s mother, deny dur¬ 
ing cross-examination that her husband 
had any relationship with the FBI. 

The email also revealed other details the 
prosecution didn’t tell jurors, including the 
discovery in the hours after the shooting 
that “receipts for money transfers to Tur¬ 
key and Afghanistan” made in the days and 
weeks before the shooting were found at 
Seddique Mateen’s home, and that in 2012, 
an anonymous tipster had accused Sed¬ 
dique Mateen of “seeking to raise $50,000 
- $100,000 via a donation drive to contribute 
towards an attack against the government 
of Pakistan.” 

Defense attorneys said had they known 
about this information in advance of her 
trial, they would have investigated “wheth¬ 
er Mateen’s father was involved in or had 
foreknowledge of the Pulse attack.” 

Prosecutors told the jury that Salman 
knew Omar Mateen was buying rounds 
of ammunition for his AR-15, helped him 
spend thousands of dollars before the at¬ 
tack and knew about his plan when he left 
their home in the hours before the shoot¬ 
ing. They also say she lied in an attempt to 
mislead FBI agents and had knowledge of 
her husband’s sick fascination with violent 
jihadi videos and terrorism. 


Judge rejects call for mistrial 
by nightclub shooter’s widow 
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Brian Witte/AP 


Kimberly Haven, left, and Monica Cooper advocate for reforms in correctional facilities. Both women, 
who are former inmates, testified at the Maryland State House in Annapolis in favor of a measure to 
ensure women have free access to menstrual products on request while in correctional facilities. 


Prisons 
lag on 
feminine 
hygiene 

By Brian Witte 

Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Kimberly 
Haven couldn’t get the feminine 
hygiene products she needed in 
Maryland’s only prison for women 
while serving a 15-month sen¬ 
tence, so she made her own using 
toilet paper. She said that after her 
release in 2015, she suffered toxic 
shock syndrome and needed an 
emergency hysterectomy. 

“Toxic shock, emergency hys¬ 
terectomies — it runs the gamut 
of how women are forced to pay 
for, with their very health, our bad 
policies and our inattention to the 
gender disparities that exist with¬ 
in our system,” Haven said. 

Fueled in part by the national 
#MeToo movement, state legis¬ 
latures around the country — as 
well as corrections officials and 
the federal government — are 
working to supply prisons and 
jails with adequate feminine hy¬ 
giene products, train staff, and 
raise awareness of the longtime, 
widespread issue. 

In Maryland, both chambers 
passed legislation March 1 to put 
required free access to menstrual 
products into law. The measures 
are nearly identical, so supporters 
don’t see an impediment to a final 
vote needed by each chamber to 
send the legislation to Gov. Larry 
Hogan. 

“I think that there is a wave, 
and I think there’s a lot of at¬ 
tention that’s being paid now to 
women, period — whether that’s 
#MeToo, whether that’s Time’s 


Up,” the anti-sexual harassment 
movement in Hollywood, said 
Monica Cooper, a former inmate 
who is the co-founder of the Mary¬ 
land Justice Project, an advocacy 
group that focuses on the effects 
of the criminal justice system on 
women. “So, it’s something that’s 
coming to a town near you.” 

Amy Fettig, deputy director 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union’s National Prison Project, 
says the issue has emerged in the 
past year as part of a larger con¬ 
versation about women in prison 
that simply wasn’t happening five 
to 10 years ago. The project works 
to ensure the nation’s prisons, jails 
and detention centers comply with 
the Constitution and international 
human rights principles. 

“Even though women have been 
the largest increasing portion of 
the criminal justice system for 
two decades, they still are a rela¬ 
tively small portion compared to 
men, and so their needs and situ¬ 
ations have been largely ignored, 
both in our criminal justice sys¬ 
tem and by the public at large, and 
that’s finally beginning to change 


because of the work of advocacy 
groups,” Fettig said. 

As an example, Fettig cited a 
recent episode of “Orange is the 
New Black,” a Netflix program 
about a women’s prison, that fo¬ 
cused on the lack of tampon ac¬ 
cess in prison. 

Virginia legislators passed a 
measure this month. Lawmakers 
in Alabama, Arizona, and Con¬ 
necticut have introduced bills. 

Arizona’s corrections depart¬ 
ment announced last month it 
would immediately triple the num¬ 
ber of free sanitary napkins it au¬ 
tomatically provides each month 
to female inmates to head off a 
proposal to provide unhmited free 
tampons, pads and other feminine 
hygiene products. As a result of 
the announcement, the legislation 
did not advance. 

In Nebraska, corrections offi¬ 
cials avoided the legislative pro¬ 
cess in January by announcing 
that generic tampons and pads 
would be provided for free and that 
it would charge inmates only for 
name-brand supplies. In Colorado 
last year, lawmakers included a 


provision in the state’s budget bill 
to provide incarcerated women 
with free access to tampons. 

In 2016, New York became the 
nation’s first city to require free 
tampons and sanitary pads in cor¬ 
rectional facilities, pubhc schools 
and homeless shelters. It was a 
significant development, because 
it gave the requirement the force 
of law. 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons 
in August issued a memo mandat¬ 
ing that feminine hygiene products 
be available to all female inmates 
in federal institutions at no cost. 
Federal legislation titled the Dig¬ 
nity for Incarcerated Women Act 
has highlighted the issue. 

In Maryland, lawmakers said 
they were shocked to hear for¬ 
mer inmates describe the sever¬ 
ity of a problem that undermines 
inmates’ health and dignity. For¬ 
mer inmates, including Haven 
and Cooper, testified that correc¬ 
tional officers have withheld the 
products to control inmates as 
part of an officer-prisoner power 
dynamic. 


Fast-food chain’s lawsuit targets online prankster 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — In-N-Out Burger is 
seeking a restraining order against an online 
prankster who posed as the company’s CEO at 
two Los Angeles restaurants, argued with em¬ 
ployees and in one instance took a hamburger 
from a customer, threw it to the ground and 
stepped on it, claiming it was “garbage.” 

The California-based chain filed a lawsuit 
in Los Angeles last week requesting the order 
against Cody Boeder, who posts YouTube vid¬ 
eos under the name Trollmunchies, the Or¬ 
ange County Register reported Monday. An 
email seeking comment from Boeder was not 
immediately returned. 

“We have recently seen an increase of visi¬ 
tors to our stores, who are not customers but 
instead are intentionally disruptive and who 
then try to promote themselves through social 
media,” In-N-Out Executive Vice President 
Arnie Wensinger said in a statement. “These 
visitors have unfortunately used deceit, fraud, 
and trespass to their own advantage, and in 
each instance, they have attempted to humih- 


ate, offend, or otherwise make our customers 
or associates uncomfortable.” 

The suit claims Boeder caused “significant 
and irreparable” harm to the chain with the 
incidents this month. It seeks damages of more 
than $25,000. 

In-N-Out’s attorneys say those who accompa¬ 
nied Boeder and covertly filmed the behavior, 
“are unjustly profiting from this illegal activ¬ 
ity,” and wants the restraining order extended 
to them as well. It seeks to keep them and Bo¬ 
eder from entering In-N-Out restaurants or 
harassing its employees and customers. They 
are not identified in court documents. 

In one incident, Boeder appeared at a res¬ 
taurant in business attire and claimed to be 
the ex-husband of In-N-Out CEO Lynsi Sny- 
der-Elhngson. He claimed he was now the act¬ 
ing CEO of the chain and making a “surprise 
visit.” He demanded kitchen workers make 
him a cheeseburger and fries for a “taste test,” 
then left when he was further challenged. 

But, the lawsuit says, he showed up at anoth¬ 
er restaurant the next day, making the same 


claim about being the CEO and demanding 
at the main register to speak to the manager 
regarding the “contamination” of the food, ac¬ 
cording to the lawsuit. 

When Boeder “failed to incite a reaction 
from employees, (he) then approached a cus¬ 
tomer, picked up his burger, and began pulling 
the patty apart in the middle of the restaurant 
claiming it was contaminated.” 

When the manager promised the customer a 
new hamburger, Boeder, who had been told to 
leave, “proceeded to throw the burger on the 
ground in the middle of the restaurant and step 
on it, telling the customer it was ‘garbage,’ ” the 
lawsuit stated. 

A 10-minute video uploaded by Trollmunch¬ 
ies on March 14 shows scenes from both inci¬ 
dents. The video has had nearly 27,000 views, 
and the channel has 627,460 subscribers. 

Similar prank disruptions featuring Bo¬ 
eder have been recorded at Taco Bell and the 
Ralphs supermarket chain, according to the 
newspaper. Taco Bell and Ralphs declined to 
comment on the matter. 


Water park 
co-owner in 
Texas court 

By John Hanna 
Associated Press 

TOPEKA, Kan. — A water park 
company’s co-owner was expected 
to appear in court after his arrest 
in Texas in connection with a Kan¬ 
sas criminal case arising from a 
10-year-old boy’s death on what 
was promoted as the world’s larg¬ 
est waterslide. 

Records show that Jeffrey 
Henry, co-owner of Schlitterbahn 
Waterparks and Resorts, was 
booked into the jail in Cameron 
County, Texas. He was being held 
without bond, and a jail booking 
clerk said he would remain there 
until a court appearance Tuesday. 

Henry’s arrest Monday follows 
a Kansas grand jury’s indictment 
last week of the Schlitterbahn 
park in Kansas City, Kan., and its 
former operations director, Tyler 
Austin Miles, on 20 felony charges. 
They included a single count of in¬ 
voluntary manslaughter over the 
death of Caleb Schwab in 2016. 

Schlitterbahn spokeswoman 
Winter Prosapio said that con¬ 
sidering last week’s indictment, 
the company is not surprised by 
Henry’s arrest. The company a lso 
promised to aggressively fight the 
criminal charges against Miles 
and the park, and respond to the al¬ 
legations in the 47-page indictment 
“point by point.” 

“We as a company and as a fam¬ 
ily will fight these allegations and 
have confidence that once the facts 
are presented it will be clear that 
what happened on the ride was an 
unforeseeable accident,” she said 
in an emailed statement. 

Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt’s office did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to phone calls and 
emails seeking further comment, 
details about Henry’s arrest, or in¬ 
formation about exactly what crim¬ 
inal charges he faces. The Kansas 
City Star reported that Henry was 
taken into custody by US. mar¬ 
shals out of Brownsville, Texas. 

Prosapio said Schlitterbahn does 
not expect any changes to the Kan¬ 
sas City park’s season, which is set 
to open May 25 and run through 
Labor Day. The big slide there — 
Verruckt, or German for “insane” 
— has been closed since Caleb 
died. 

The boy was decapitated after 
the raft on which he was riding 
went airborne. He was the son 
of Republican state Rep. Scott 
Schwab, of Olathe, and the family 
reached settlements of nearly $20 
million with Schlitterbahn and 
various companies associated with 
the design and construction of the 
waterslide. 

The two women who rode with 
Caleb suffered serious injuries and 
settled claims with Schlitterbahn 
for an undisclosed amount. 

The indictment against Miles 
and the park alleges that Verruckt 
met few, if any, industry standards 
and that Miles delayed or avoided 
necessary repairs, even after the 
ride’s br^e system failed. 

The indictment also said Henry 
helped design the giant waterslide 
even though he had “no technical 
or engineering credentials” and 
that he set a “rushed timeline” for 
its construction. 
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Mysterious train makes trip 
to China from North Korea 

Speculation runs high that Kim or other high-level official on board 


By Christopher Bodeen 

AND Mark Schiefelbein 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — A mysterious ar¬ 
mored train made a round trip 
from North Korea to Beijing with¬ 
out reveahng its key secret: Was 
Kim Jong Un on board? 

Speculation about a visit to 
Beijing by North Korea’s reclu¬ 
sive leader or another high-level 
Pyongyang official ran high Tues¬ 
day amid talk of preparations for a 
meeting between Kim and Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

The visit by the special train to 
Beijing and unusually heavy secu¬ 
rity at a guesthouse where promi¬ 
nent North Koreans have stayed 
seemed to point to the possibility 


that Kim was making his first visit 
to China as the North’s leader. 

Such a trip would be seen as 
a potential precursor to Kim’s 
planned summit with South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon Jae-in in 
late April and his anticipated 
meeting with Trump by May. 
Analysts, however, questioned 
whether Kim would make the 
visit to Beijing himself rather 
than send an envoy. 

Whoever was on the train, their 
visit to Beijing appeared to be 
short. On Tuesday afternoon, a ve¬ 
hicle convoy led by a motorcycle 
escort headed in the direction of 
Beijing’s main railway station. 
The train was seen leaving shortly 
afterward, less than a day after it 
arrived. 


While there has been no word 
of a meeting with Chinese lead¬ 
ers, China has been one of North 
Korea’s most important allies 
even though relations have chilled 
recently because of Kim’s devel¬ 
opment of nuclear weapons and 
long-range missiles. 

On Monday, heavy security 
was reported at the Friendship 
Bridge on the Yalu River mark¬ 
ing the border between China 
and North Korea before a train 
passed through the Chinese city 
of Dandong. There were reports 
of it transiting several stations 
on the way from North Korea to 
Beijing. 

Japanese broadcaster NTV re¬ 
ported that the green and yellow 
train appeared very similar to the 
one that Kim’s father and prede¬ 



Kyodo News/AP 

A special train is seen at Beijing Railway Station on Tuesday. 


cessor as North Korea’s leader, 
Kim Jong II, took to Beijing in 
2011. 

Video that aired on NTV also 
showed a motorcade of black lim¬ 
ousines waiting at the train sta¬ 
tion and rows of Chinese soldiers 
marching on what appeared to be 
a train platform. The video did not 
show anyone getting off the train. 

At around 2:45 p.m. Tuesday, a 
convoy of about a dozen cars, in¬ 
cluding a large black hmousine, 
was seen heading in the direction 
of the railway station. 

The limousine was seen about 
10 minutes later entering the sta¬ 
tion under a heavy security pres¬ 
ence. The station itself was closed 


to the public in an unusual secu¬ 
rity measure. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying, 
asked whether Kim or another 
North Korean official was visit¬ 
ing Beijing, said, “I know you’re 
all very curious but I have no in¬ 
formation on that.” 

Past visits by Kim Jong II to 
China were surrounded in secre¬ 
cy, with Beijing only confirming 
his presence after he had crossed 
the border by train back into North 
Korea. 

North Korea’s state-run media 
had no immediate reports of a del¬ 
egation traveling to China. 



Sergei Gavrilenko/AP 


People hold portraits of relatives as they gather Tuesday to pay last respects to the victims of a 
shopping center fire in the Siberian city of Kemerovo, Russia. 

Families seek justice after Russia fire 


Bahrain, UAE say Qatari jets 
interfering with their flights 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Thousands of 
angry and distraught Russians 
rallied Tuesday in a Siberian city 
to demand a full probe into a shop¬ 
ping mall fire that killed at least 
64 people, many of them children. 

President Vladimir Putin, who 
also visited the city, blamed the 
deaths on “criminal negligence, 
sloppiness,” as he laid flowers in 
tribute to the victims. He did not 
address the rally. 

The blaze engulfed the Win¬ 
ter Cherry mall in Kemerovo on 
Sunday, the first weekend of the 
school recess, trapping dozens 
of parents and children inside. 
Eyewitnesses reported that fire 
alarms were silent and many 
doors were locked. Some of the 
victims were children who died 
in a locked movie theater. 


The angry residents rallied 
outside the regional government 
building in Kemerovo for hours, 
with many of the protesters tak¬ 
ing the stage to accuse the au¬ 
thorities of hiding the real scale 
of the disaster. 

One protester, Igor Vostrikov, 
addressed deputy governor Ser¬ 
gei Tsivilyov, saying that families 
of the victims think the death toll 
is much higher than stated be¬ 
cause the entire movie theater 
burned down. 

“We’re not calling for blood,” 
he said. “The children are dead, 
you can’t give them back. We need 
justice.” 

When the deputy governor 
dismissed the protester’s call as 
“a PR stunt,” Vostrikov said he 
has lost his wife, sister and three 
daughters, aged 2, 5 and 7, in the 
fire. 

“They died because they 


were locked in a movie theater,” 
Vostrikov said in an interview 
on the Dozhd television station. 
“They were calling from there, 
asking for help: ‘We’re locked in, 
we’re suffocating.’ No one helped 
because when the blaze broke out, 
everyone ran away.” 

The impromptu protest under¬ 
scored the residents’ frustration 
with the official response to the 
tragedy: The local governor has 
not visited the site of the fire or 
met with the relatives, and Putin 
has not announced a period of na¬ 
tional mourning. 

Putin flew to Kemerovo earlier 
on Tuesday and visited the make¬ 
shift memorial to the victims 
outside the shopping mall. The 
footage released by his press of¬ 
fice showed the president laying 
flowers on a deserted plaza with 
his security detail guarding the 
perimeter. 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Authorities in Bahrain and the 
United Arab Emirates are again 
accusing Qatari mihtary jets of 
interfering with their flights, the 
latest accusations amid the Arab 
countries’ boycott of Doha over a 
diplomatic dispute. 

Qatar, which has complained 
about Emirati military aircraft 
violating its airspace, declined 
to comment on Tuesday when 
reached by The Associated Press. 

Bahrain’s state-run news agen¬ 
cy said late Monday that Qatari 
fighter jets passed underneath an 
Emirati plane with a tail number 
corresponding to an aircraft flown 
by the ruling family of Fujairah, 
one of the UAE’s seven emirates. 

The report said the incident took 
place over international waters 
near Bahrain, an island kingdom 
off the coast of Saudi Arabia. 

“The two fighters flew dehber- 
ately under a UAE Airbus 320 ... 
en route from Fujairah to Rome, 
prompting Bahrain’s Air Surveil¬ 
lance to intervene and take the 
necessary measures to ensure 
aviation safety,” the report said. 

“The Emirati A320 jet then flew 
at a higher altitude of 35,000 feet 
to avoid the Qatari fighters, which 


Man charged in Kuwait 
freezer body case 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s state- 
run news agency is reporting that 
a Lebanese man has been charged 
with murder in the death of a Fili- 
pina maid whose body was found 
stuffed in a freezer in Kuwait. 

National News Agency reported 
that a south Lebanon prosecutor 
on Tuesday charged Nader Essam 


consistently violate international 
conventions and jeopardize the 
movement of civil aviation in the 
region,” it added. 

Data from FlightRadar24, a 
flight-tracking website, shows that 
an Airbus A320 associated with 
Fujairah’s ruling family flew Mon¬ 
day en route to Rome and did chmb 
above its 35,000-foot cruising alti¬ 
tude near Bahrain. However, that 
data did not offer an explanation 
for the gain in altitude. 

It wasn’t clear who was on board 
the flight. Authorities in Fujairah, 
on the UAE’s eastern coast, and 
Bahrain did not respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment Tuesday. 

Separately, the UAE’s civil avia¬ 
tion authority issued a statement 
over the country’s state-run WAM 
news agency alleging that “two 
Qatari fighter jets dangerously 
approached two UAE-registered 
commercial airplanes while fly¬ 
ing” in Bahrain’s airspace. It 
wasn’t clear if one of those craft 
was the Fujairah-to-Rome flight, 
as the statement did not identify 
the aircraft involved. 

Emirates, the Dubai-based long- 
haul carrier, declined to comment. 
FlyDubai, a low-cost airline, said 
its planes weren’t involved. Abu 
Dhabi-based Etihad and Sharjah- 
based AirArabia did not respond 
to requests for comment 


Assaf, 40, and that Assaf confessed 
to the crime. 

Assaf and his Syrian wife are 
suspects in the death of Joanna 
Demafelis. NNA said Assaf’s wife 
is at large. 

The news agency said Assaf 
faces a possible death sentence and 
is expected to go on trial soon. 

Last month, the Philippine for¬ 
eign secretary said the suspect 
was under arrest in Lebanon. 

From the Associated Press 
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By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

L ost in last week’s coverage of 
tariffs and trade deficits was the 
Trump administration’s land¬ 
mark decision to confront China’s 
unfair and illegal practices that threaten 
our economic security. It’s the opening 
salvo of the key economic battle of the 21st 
century and part of a worldwide struggle 
the United States must lead. 

The Chinese government’s strategy 
to amass control of critical technologies 
while undermining the rules-based trade 
system built by the United States and its 
partners will be hard to combat. Exactly 
how the administration plans to tackle the 
task remains unclear. But the implications 
of that long-term project reach far beyond 
the short-term battle over tariffs or defi¬ 
cits now brewing between Washington and 
Beijing. 

The Trump administration is now bas¬ 
ing U.S. policy on a recognition that the 
massive scale of China’s technology trans¬ 
fer effort cannot be addressed with the 
usual levers of trade policy. That means 
the United States and other countries will 
have to respond with new tools and a new 
attitude. 

“Technology is probably the most im¬ 
portant part of our economy,” U.S. Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer said 
Thursday. “And we concluded that, in fact, 
China does have a policy of forced technol¬ 
ogy transfer; of requiring licensing at less 
than economic value; of state capitalism, 
wherein they go in and buy technology in 
the United States in non-economic ways; 
and then, finally, of cybertheft.” 

Lighthizer released the results of a 
monthslong investigation by his office 
meant to form the basis of the new U.S. re¬ 
sponse. Its findings confirm what academ¬ 
ics and the private sector have long known. 
His office estimates that Chinese illicit 
practices rob the U.S. economy of at least 
$50 billion annually. A bipartisan commis¬ 
sion chaired by retired Adm. Dennis Blair 


A Washington Post editorial 

T he United States joined with 
19 other countries Monday in 
what was described as the larg- 
est-ever collective expulsion of 
Russian intelligence officers. The Trump 
administration’s contribution was the big¬ 
gest: Sixty officials with diplomatic status 
were ordered out of the country, and the 
Russian consulate in Seattle was closed. 
The expulsions were a needed response to 
the nerve-agent attack on a former spy and 
his daughter inside Britain — the latest au¬ 
dacious act of aggression by the regime of 
Vladimir Putin. But because they do not 
touch Putin’s real power base, he will prob¬ 
ably shrug them off 

Russia’s espionage apparatus in the West 
is huge, as the scale of the expulsions indi¬ 
cates. Including an earlier action by Brit¬ 
ain, some 135 Russian officials have been 
ordered out of 21 countries in response to 
the March 4 attack on Sergei Skripal and 
his adult daughter, Yulia. This could deal 
a temporary blow to Russian intelligence 
services. 

However, Russia’s malign operations in 
the West extend far beyond the agents it 
dispatches under diplomatic cover. It has 
an army of hackers and trolls operating 
online, many of whom have been busy at- 


Given the stakes and risks, 
the next U.S. moves must 
be smart and strategic. 


and former Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman esti¬ 
mated the loss to the U.S. economy due to 
intellectual property theft overall to be be¬ 
tween $225 billion and $600 billion annu¬ 
ally. The commission’s 2017 report named 
China as the “principal IP infringer.” 

The administration plans new tariffs 
and will bring a case against China at the 
World Trade Organization regarding dis¬ 
criminatory licensing practices. But offi¬ 
cials told me that the real game changer is 
yet to come, saying that the administration 
will soon announce restrictions on Chinese 
investment in a range of technology and 
other critical sectors. 

While the specific actions haven’t been 
finalized, expect executive actions aimed 
at preventing Chinese state-controlled 
companies from swallowing up U.S. tech¬ 
nology firms, stopping U.S. companies 
from handing over key technologies to 
China and working to persuade other West¬ 
ern countries to do the same. 

The Senate is sitting on legislation to 
reform the Committee on Foreign Invest¬ 
ment in the United States to cover new 
industries and fix loopholes. The admin¬ 
istration is already increasing actions to 
prevent foreign firms from purchasing 
U.S. companies crucial to our technologi¬ 
cal infrastructure or that control personal 
information of Americans. 

Make no mistake, these are deviations 
from normal practice to single out China 
— for good reason. For one, Chinese firms 
are increasingly connected to the Chinese 
government, serve the political objectives 
of the Chinese Communist Party and are 
the beneficiaries of massive subsidies and 
protectionist benefits given by Beijing. In 
essence, China has politicized its entire 
economy. 

There was a belief that China would de¬ 


Russia’s malign 
operations in the West 
extend far beyond the 
agents it dispatches 
under diplomatic cover. 


tempting to sow confusion about responsi¬ 
bility for the use of the nerve agent. Putin 
depends on a network of government min¬ 
isters and business owners to fund these 
operations and others — like the para¬ 
military force that recently attacked U.S. 
troops in Syria. That is the real foundation 
of his regime, and so far it has barely been 
touched. 

Both the British government and the 
Trump administration have potentially 
potent leverage. Many Russian oligarchs 
and some senior government officials have 
millions invested in the London property 
market. The government of Theresa May 
has legal authorities it could use to target 
some of those assets, but it has not yet done 
so. Similarly, Congress passed legislation 
last year mandating the creation of a list 
of oligarchs and officials close to Putin 
who could be subject to asset freezes and 


velop a private economy that would prove 
compatible with the WTO system. Chi¬ 
nese leadership has made a political deci¬ 
sion to do the opposite. So now we have to 
respond. 

“The Chinese are engaged in a funda¬ 
mental attack on the principles of free 
trade,” said Derek Scissors of the Ameri¬ 
can Enterprise Institute. “They are not 
close to free traders, so we are not obligat¬ 
ed to abide by free trade. We are overdue to 
confront China on this.” 

Given the stakes and risks, the next U.S. 
moves must be smart and strategic. If this 
really is the economic battle of the future, 
the United States needs allies in the fight. 
Alienating partners with tariffs on steel 
and aluminum at the start of this journey 
was a counterproductive distraction. Euro¬ 
pean countries face the same threat from 
China but need to be brought along via pos¬ 
itive U.S. engagement. Persuading them to 
join America’s new WTO case would be a 
good start. 

Overreach is also a risk. Some Chinese 
investment in the United States is positive, 
and defining which sectors to protect is 
key. The United States must not embrace 
protectionism for its own sake. Extreme 
ideas like banning Chinese students from 
American university science and technol¬ 
ogy programs feed the false notion that 
the United States is against the Chinese 
people. Our issue is with the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party. 

There must also be a dialogue with Bei¬ 
jing to offer it the opportunity to change its 
behavior, abide by its international com¬ 
mitments and build reciprocity into the 
US.-China economic relationship. 

This new effort to prevent China from 
unfairly moving to dominate the indus¬ 
tries of the future is complex, risky and 
sure to have unintended consequences that 
will have to be managed over time. But 
the future of our economy depends on its 
success. 

Josh Rogin is a columnist for the Globai Opinions 
section of The Washington Post. He writes about 
foreign poiicy and national security. 


a good 1st step 

visa bans. The administration grudgingly 
produced the list but has yet to act, apart 
from the recent designation of a handful 
of officials and Internet hackers, most of 
whom were already under indictment or 
sanction. 

Both governments, as well as European 
Union officials, are promising further ac¬ 
tion, and we hope that it is forthcoming. 
But there is reason for concern, given the 
substantial support Putin continues to 
enjoy from several EU governments and 
the curious behavior of President Donald 
Trump, who seemingly cannot bring him¬ 
self to criticize the Russian leader. When 
Trump called Putin last week, he ignored 
the advice of his advisers and did not men¬ 
tion the nerve-gas attack. Instead he prom¬ 
ised to meet Putin soon and embraced his 
priority of arms-control negotiations. Then 
he took to Twitter to argue, again, that 
“getting along with Russia (and others) is 
a good thing.” 

Getting along would be good, on the 
right terms. But it’s not feasible as long 
as the Kremlin is dedicated to disrupting 
Western governments and elections, sub¬ 
jugating neighbors such as Ukraine, and 
murdering its opponents in Western cities 
using banned chemical agents. Putin must 
be deterred. Expelling a few dozen of his 
spies is a step, but it’s not likely to suffice. 


Expulsions of Russians are 
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OPINION_ 

President causes an intraparty Hill exodus 



By Amber Phillips 

The Washington Post 

R ep. Ryan Costello, R-Pa., didn’t 
try to be diplomatic when he an¬ 
nounced over the weekend he 
would be retiring from Congress 
after just two terms: President Donald 
Trump was a mgjor factor. 

“Whether it’s Stormy Daniels,” he told 
the Daily Local News on Sunday, “or pass¬ 
ing an omnibus spending bill that the pres¬ 
ident threatens to veto after promising to 
sign, it’s very difficult to move forward in a 
constructive way today.” 

To hear this GOP congressman heading 
for the exit tell it. Trump is standing in the 
way of Republicans getting anything done. 
And there are plenty of other Republicans 
who will agree with Costello behind closed 
doors. 

Such is the cruel reality for Republicans. 
They control Washington for the first time 
in a decade, in large part thanks to Trump 
winning the White House when no one ex¬ 
pected him to. And now they are at risk 
of losing their congressional majorities 
in large part thanks to Trump’s distrac¬ 
tions, vacillations, unpredictability and 
unpopularity. 

Republicans in Congress are retiring in 
historic numbers this year. Nearly 50 Re¬ 
publicans in the House and Senate have 
announced they are retiring, and 25 of 
those are retiring outright or have already 
left office, compared with just 10 House 
Democrats. 

Republicans haven’t had that many re¬ 
tirements since before the 1930s, which is 
as far back as data from Brookings Vital 
Statistics on Congress goes. Retirements 
are a big reason Democrats are positioned 
to try to take back control of the House of 
Representatives for the first time in eight 
years. In our rankings of the top 10 House 
races most likely to flip parties, five are 


Republican seats made more competitive 
by lawmakers’ decision to retire. 

Those who didn’t blame Trump blamed 
the dysfunction in Congress for their deci¬ 
sion to leave. Though these days, it’s hard 
to separate the two. 

The government has shut down twice in 
2018, and it almost shut down for a third 
time on Friday when Trump threatened 
to veto a spending bill that Republicans 
heaved through Congress to keep the 
government open. (That’s the omnibus 
spending bill Costello mentioned in his re¬ 
tirement remarks.) There is a strong case 
to make that Trump’s severe indecision on 
whether he wanted to protect “Dreamers” 
was why the government shut down the 
first time in January. 

Costello was one of the most blunt, but 
he’s not the only Republican retiring from 
Congress to point the finger at Trump for 
their decision to leave politics. Sen. Jeff 
Flake, R-Ariz., made his whole retirement 
speech about Trump, specifically the dam¬ 
age he feels the president is inflicting not 
just on his party but on democracy. “There 
are times when we must risk our careers 
in favor of our principles,” he said on the 
Senate floor. “Now is such a time.” 

“The president was a factor,” retiring 
Rep. Charlie Dent, R-Pa., told CNN in 
December on his decision not to run for a 
eighth term. Dent has been an outspoken 
critic of the president, someone the press 
corps relied on to publicly say what many 
of his colleagues were privately thinking. 
Like Costello, Dent also cited the budget 
dramas that have whipped Congress from 
crisis to crisis. (And when Dent had decid¬ 
ed to retire in September, the government 
hadn’t even shut down for the first time.) 

Even those who haven’t explicitly said 
they are leaving because of Trump are ar¬ 
guably leaving in part because of Trump. 
The president’s unpopularity in places like 


California, Washington state and Virginia 
very likely factored into vulnerable Repub¬ 
licans’ decision to step down rather than 
run for re-elections they might not win. 

In California, powerful Republican Reps. 
Darrell Issa and Ed Royce decided to retire 
rather than wage an expensive re-election 
campaign in districts Hillary Clinton won 
in 2016. Rep. Dave Reichert, R-Wash., is 
another Republican representing a Clinton 
district who decided to retire instead. And 
after Virginia voters repudiated Republi¬ 
cans in state elections in 2017, keeping the 
governor’s mansion in Democratic hands 
and nearly kicking Republicans out of their 
state House majority. Republican Rep. Bob 
Goodlatte announced his retirement. 

To bring this back to Costello, it’s not a 


coincidence that he decided to retire after 
a Democrat clinched a special election 
across the state that went for Trump by 20 
points. Rather inconveniently for Repub¬ 
licans, Costello is retiring after the filing 
deadline has passed, which means they 
will have to jump through hoops or even 
launch a write-in campaign to get a candi¬ 
date in the race. 

But in this political environment, figure 
Costello and a historic number of Republi¬ 
cans, it’s better to be out than stay in and 
live through more frustration, unpredict¬ 
ability, scandal — and likely election losses 
as a result. 

Amber Phillips writes about politics for the 

Washington Post blog The Fix. 


Budget bluff tweet can come back to hurt Trump 


That Friday charade hung most members of Congress 
out to dry, most especially members of the party 
Trump now claims membership in. 


By Andrew Malcolm 
Special to McClatchy 

P erhaps you missed President 
Donald Trump’s shifty little po¬ 
litical move last week on that 
massive congressional spending 
bill. Be assured though, every member of 
that co-equal branch of government called 
Congress caught it. And we’re likely to wit¬ 
ness waves from his duplicity down the 
road. 

It appeared for a spell that we were head¬ 
ed for another of those too-familiar fis¬ 
cal cliffhangers threatening to shut down 
parts of the federal government for lack of 
authorized money. All because the innu¬ 
merable factions on the Hill can’t agree on 
much beyond the importance of scheduled 
recesses. 

But acting alone in secret, party 
leaderships designed an omnibus 
spending bill that financed the federal gov¬ 
ernment through Sept. 30, the end of the 
fiscal year. It’s a reckless way for a mod¬ 
ern nation to craft fiscal affairs, dumping 
$1,300,000,000,000 of spending into a bill 
that’s 2,232 pages long. 

So much for avowed transparency. No 
one can read it all, which is the point, of 
course. Billions of spending gets hidden 
within. But members know their own spe¬ 
cial something is included, so they blindly 
vote Aye. 

We’ll be learning for weeks about the 
special little and not-so-little deals con¬ 
tained in that thing. Not that this seems 
to matter anymore in today’s Washington 
— beyond a handful of vocal commenta¬ 


tors. But such massive spending in one box 
totally demolishes Republican professions 
of fiscal conservatism, which the party has 
for years used to gain control of both legis¬ 
lative chambers and the White House. 

One of the reasons this monetary mon¬ 
strosity slid through Congress this time 
with relative smoothness was that Trump 
had his people spread the word that he 
intended to sign it. That augured well for 
Congress to get out of Dodge on Friday 
right on time for its next two-week recess. 

Shortly before 1 a.m. Friday, despite 
some GOP protest votes, the Senate com¬ 
pleted action on the bill, sent it to the White 
House for Trump’s promised signature 
and went home to pack. 

But hang on, Tom Dooley. Five hours 
later, as dawn broke over that arthritic city, 
a Trump tweet erupted from the White 
House upstairs: “I am considering a VETO 
of the Omnibus Spending Bill” 

As the reality show host well knew, the 
unexpected news was quickly flashed out 
by the media. The unpredictable chief ex¬ 
ecutive was changing course again? Seri¬ 
ously? Had he suddenly become a fiscal 
conservative? All that work blown up like 
some old stadium? And barely 18 hours be¬ 
fore another government shutdown? 

Trump’s stated reasoning, which he 


hadn’t insisted upon, was because his be¬ 
loved and “desperately needed” border 
wall was not fully-funded and more than 
800,000 DACA recipients “have been to¬ 
tally abandoned by the Democrats.” 

Now, c’mon. Most Americans don’t live 
and work within radioactive range of the 
Trump Chaos Centrifuge. But clearly the 
real estate magnate, who once wrote that 
every dealmaker must be prepared to walk 
away from any negotiation, was bluffing. 

About half the omnibus comprises $655 
billion for defense, including new hard¬ 
ware and significant military pay raises 
that Trump touts at every opportunity be¬ 
cause his base, such as it is, believes it so 
strongly. And Trump may, too. 

Sure enough, the president was bluffing. 
Seven hours later. Trump opened the sign¬ 
ing ceremony: “We have a lot of good news 
to report.” 

Of course. Trump had to grouse some: 
“For the last eight years, deep defense cuts 
have undermined our national security. 
If you look at what’s taken out, they hol¬ 
lowed our readiness as a military unit and 
put America at really grave risk. My high¬ 
est duty is to keep America safe. Nothing 
more important. The omnibus bill reverses 
this.” 

He had to dig Democrats: “I tried to ex¬ 


plain to them, the military is for Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats and for everybody 
else. But we have tremendous opposition” 
And then adding for cover: “There are a lot 
of things I’m unhappy about in this bill.” 

But the president signed it anyway, as he 
was going to do all along. 

The billionaire has never been big on fis¬ 
cal restraint anyway. 

What this unnecessary drama and dou¬ 
ble-dealing accomplished in Trump’s mind 
is twofold. It kept the spotlight on him as 
host of the week’s budget episode. 

And it positioned him as a virtuous knight 
jousting with these two swamp creatures, 
the GOP and Democrats — standing tall 
for national security and defending disillu¬ 
sioned Americans from maneuvering pols. 

But here’s what that Friday charade also 
did. It hung most members of Congress 
out to dry in Washington’s wan wintry 
sun, most especially members of the party 
Trump now claims membership in. Repub¬ 
licans in good faith had taken his direction 
on the omnibus. 

No one knows what coming months hold, 
for instance, or what special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller will find and decide. What, for 
example, next year’s possible Democratic 
House might do about investigations and 
impeachment. 

What goes around comes around in poli¬ 
tics. And should it come to House impeach¬ 
ment and Senate conviction votes, it’s quite 
conceivable then that Republicans help 
someone else get hung out to dry. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 
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THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of years between when a woman's wallet was stolen and when it was returned. Linda 
M M Rost, a former employee of the Dayton’s department store in Minneapolis, had her wallet stolen from her purse 
11 in 1969 while working behind the cosmetics counter. The wallet was recently rediscovered when the department 
store was undergoing renovations. The wallet only contained a couple of dollars when it was stolen, Rost said. The 
money was gone, but the wallet did have a gas bill, a card of buttons, an old student ID, her driver’s license and 
photos of her cousins, which she plans to return to them. 





Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Masters of the Hose 


From left, Rumford, Maine, firefighters Mark Arsenault, Ray Crockett and Brian Lyle, along with other teammates, compete in the Masters 
of the Hose ski race at the Sunday River ski resort Sunday in Newry, Maine. The race featured teams of firefighters on a slalom course in 
fuil gear and gripping a fire hose. The 28th annual race raised money for the Sunday River Community Fund. The fund supports charitable 
organizations in neighboring communities. 


Police warn walkers 
about ornery hawks 

FAIRFIELD — Po- 
I lice in one Connecticut 
town warned residents about ag¬ 
gressive hawks that have attacked 
their human neighbors. 

Fairfield police said Sunday on 
Facebook they have asked state 
and federal wildlife experts to 
come in and remove the hawk 
or hawks in question from one 
neighborhood following the most 
recent incident last week, when a 
woman was attacked in her yard. 

Police say the attacks follow a 
pattern and involve “hawks fly¬ 
ing in undetected from behind a 
single person walking” and tar¬ 
geting the head area. 

Swimmer critical after 
trying to save 2 kids 

PI NAVARRE BEACH — 
r L Authorities said a good 
Samaritan is in critical condition 
after helping to save two children 
from drowning in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The Pensacola News Journal 
reported the children started 
having trouble swimming just be¬ 
fore 7 p.m. Saturday off Navarre 
Beach in Florida’s Panhandle. 

Santa Rosa County Sheriffs 
officials said two nearby surfers 
saw the children struggling and 
pulled them to safety. Another 
swimmer who was trying to as¬ 
sist in the rescue was caught in 
the rough surf A rescue team 
from the sheriff’s office pulled 
him from the water and deputies 
began CPR. 

Museum hosts traveling 
costume exhibit 

||i| I DETROIT — The De- 
I w 11 troit Institute of Arts is 
preparing to host a traveling ex¬ 
hibition of “Star Wars” costumes 
that explores the artistry behind 
their creation. 

The exhibit, “Star Wars and 
the Power of Costume,” features 
more than 60 costumes including 
Darth Vader, Chewbacca, droids 
and others. It’s scheduled to run 
May 20 through Sept. 30. 

More than 150 pieces and 
sketches documenting the cre¬ 
ative process also are part of the 
display. 

Machete-wielding man 
tried to kidnap children 

I A KENNER — Police in 

Louisiana say a strang¬ 
er with a machete tried to snatch 
two children from their mothers 
inside a Walmart. 

Kenner police described the 
case in a Facebook post. They 
said Billy Yoe Budier-Herrera, 
33, tried to take a 2-year-old boy 
from his mother’s grocery cart, 
at one point both of them pulling 
the child. She prevailed but the 
man then ran through the store, 
swinging the machete at employ¬ 
ees who tried to intervene. 

Police said he then spotted an¬ 
other mother with a baby strapped 
into the child seat of a grocery 
cart, and was trying to remove 
the infant when store employees 
tackled him. 


Big-rig crash scatters 
McDonald’s fries 

OA IRVINE —All that was 
missing was the ketch¬ 
up after a crashed big-rig truck 
scattered thousands of french 
fries bound for a McDonald’s res¬ 
taurant across a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia freeway embankment. 

KNBC-TV reported the big rig 
went over the southbound side of 
the Interstate 5 freeway near Ir¬ 
vine on Sunday. 

The California Highway Patrol 
says the driver, who wasn’t hurt, 
might have fallen asleep. 

TV video shows fries scattered 
across the bottom of the freeway 
embankment. 

Crews replace pole held 
together with duct tape 

m PROVIDENCE — Crews 
replaced a telephone pole 
in Providence that was being held 
together by duct tape. 

WJAR-TV reported the pole 
was split in two several weeks 
ago when it was struck by a truck. 


A crew with National Grid used 
tape to hold the pole together, 
and a supervisor with the utility 
deemed it safe for the short term. 

A permanent repair was sched¬ 
uled for this week, but the pole 
was replaced Friday after a resi¬ 
dent expressed concern about its 
safety. 

Woman ‘marries’ tree, 
hoping to save it 

PI FORT MYERS—Karen 
r L Cooper was ready to go 
out on a limb to save her beloved, 
so she got married — to a tree. 

Specifically, a giant ficus that’s 
shaded Snell Family Park in Fort 
Myers for more than a century. 

The tree became the center 
of a neighborhood controversy 
when city staff began discussing 
cutting it down last year. Cooper, 
who lives nearby, began mobiliz¬ 
ing to save it. 

Though rooted on city property, 
some of the Indian laurel’s 8,000- 
square-foot canopy and root sys¬ 
tem extends to a neighboring lot, 
which is for sale for $1 million. 


Man tries to run fastest 
marathon - backward 

HA A boston — A Los 
lvl^% Angeles lawyer has 
embarked on a singular, if odd, 
quest: At next month’s Boston 
Marathon, he’ll attempt to break 
the world record for running the 
distance backward. 

Loren Zitomersky is trying to 
raise money and awareness for a 
cure for epilepsy, which killed a 
brother he never had a chance to 
meet. 

A runner from China has held 
the backward marathon record 
since 2004. 

Couple, baby horse 
rescued by boat 

A ^ MESA — A couple and 
a baby horse they were 
trying to protect had to be rescued 
from the Salt River. 

Ryan and Bren Schultz, who vol¬ 
unteer with Salt River Wild Horse 
Management Group, were in Mesa 
trying to save the foal from drown¬ 
ing when all three got stuck. 

Maricopa County Sheriff’s dep¬ 


uties were called and conducted a 
boat rescue. 

They were able to pull all three 
into a boat and speed off to safety. 

Wildlife warning issued 
after Javelina attacks 

A ^ SEDONA — Arizona 
wildlife officials are 
warning people not to feed wild¬ 
life following two javelina attacks 
near Sedona. 

The state Game and Fish De¬ 
partment said that there were 
two instances last month where 
the animals bit people feeding 
them. In both cases, the depart¬ 
ment had to kill the wild boars. 

A 79-year-old woman suffered 
severe bite wounds to her leg 
Feb. 5 attempting to stop a jave¬ 
lina from attacking her dogs. A 
wildlife officer said she had been 
feeding a herd of javelina. 

Officials said an elderly man 
was also bitten in the leg by a ja¬ 
velina on Feb. 25. 

The man was feeding a herd in 
his backyard when one of them 
became aggressive. 

From wire reports 
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Cool grooves 

LL Cool J launching SiriusXM classic hip-hop channel 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

Cool J wants to make old-school 
I I hip-hop music relevant today 
I J I M ^ SiriusXM channel. 

The two-time Grammy-win- 
ning rapper told The Associated Press that he will 
launch his classic hip-hop channel called “LL Cool 
J’s Rock The Bells Radio” on Wednesday. He, along 
with DJ Z-Trip, will host an invitation-only roller 
skating event to help launch the channel during a 
live broadcast Wednesday night in Los Angeles. 

“Rock The Bells Radio” will air on channel 43. 
The channel’s name derives from LL Cool J’s 1985 
hit song “Rock The Bells.” 

“I felt like classic hip-hop needed some leader¬ 
ship,” said the rapper and actor, who also stars in 
CBS’ “NCIS: Los Angeles” and hosts “Lip Sync 
Battle” on the Paramount Network. “It needed 
some organization. It needed somebody to step up 
and say, ‘Hey, this music is dope; people love it and 
want to hear it.’ But it has to be presented in a dope 
way and treated with the respect that it deserves.” 

LL Cool J said he created the channel because 
he felt old-school rap artists and their music were 
not getting enough attention. He said he wants to 
uplift the culture. 


“There are so many artists who are the foun¬ 
dation of this culture,” he said. “But it seems like 
they have been marginalized and pushed to the 
side if they’re no longer on the pop charts. I felt 
like hip-hop has a story and a lot of founding fa¬ 
thers and mothers that the world should know. ... 
People know Run-DMC and myself, but there were 
people before us.” 

LL Cool J hopes the channel can be an avenue for 
rappers from the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s to promote 
their past songs, unheard records and new mate¬ 
rial. He said the channel will feature interviews 
and classic hip-hop songs from Ice Cube, Outkast, 
Public Enemy, Run-DMC and Snoop Dogg. 

Even LL Cool J’s past rivals, from rappers Kool 
Moe Dee to Canibus, will get some play on the 
channel. 

“I’m going to play even those records 
where they talk about me,” he said. 

“I’m not going to deny none of 
the fans of my rivals’ music. 

This is not about strok¬ 
ing LL Cool J’s ego. 

It’s about the hip-hop 
culture. We’re going 
to dig into the crates 
for this.” 


“I felt like classic hip-hop needed some 
leadership ... It needed somebody to step 
up and say, ^Hey, this music is dope; people 
love it and want to hear it.’ ” 


Rapper LL Cool J 


Garfield says play 
'Angels in America’ 
still relevant today 

A bitter optimism is felt at the 
end of the marathon, two-part 
AIDS play “Angels in America” 
and one of its stars, Andrew Gar¬ 
field, shares some of that hope, 
especially with so many young 
people in the #NeverAgain move¬ 
ment demanding gun law chang¬ 
es and begging not to be cut down 
by bullets. 

Garfield said the Pulitzer 
Prize- and Tony Award-winning 
work resonates as much today 
as it did when it first premiered 
more than 25 years ago, citing last 
weekend’s March for Our Lives in 
Washington, D.C., and around the 
country. 

“These incredibly inspiring, 
beautiful young people organized 
the March for Our Lives,” he said 
Sunday. “You have teenagers who 
are wiser than the elders of our 
population, teenagers who are 
wiser and smarter and who are 
being forced to fight for simply 
being alive. 

“Thank God they are doing 
what they are doing, and we need 
to stand with them and follow 
them and help them lead.” 

The former Spider-Man actor, 
who has been on Broadway be¬ 
fore in “Death of a Salesman,” 
has transferred Tony Kushner’s 
seven-hour masterpiece from 
London to Broadway. “Angels in 
America” dramatizes the early 



Andrew Garfield 


days of the AIDS crisis in 1980s 
and the effects of Reaganism. 

In his final monologue, Gar¬ 
field’s character says: “The dead 
will be commemorated. And we’ll 
struggle on with the living. And 
we are not going away. We won’t 
die secret deaths anymore. The 
world only spins forward.” 

The play also stars Nathan 
Lane, Lee Pace, Denise Gough 
and Nathan Stewart-Jarrett. It is 
directed by Tony-winner Mari¬ 
anne Elliott. 

Garfield said Kushner’s dogged 
optimism for a broken world and 
craving for life itself makes his 
words appealing in 2018. 

“It does feel like we are dream¬ 
ing of a better future. I think that 
is what Tony is trying to do with 
the play,” Garfield said. 

From The Associated Press 


No more Netflix films in Cannes competitions 


From wire services 

Netflix has been canned from Cannes. 

The director of the prestigious Cannes Film 
Festival said movies distributed by the streaming 
service are no longer eligible to compete in future 
festivals. 

“The Netflix people loved the red carpet and 
would like to be present with other films. But they 
understand that the intransigence of their own 
model is now the opposite of ours,” Thierry Frem- 
aux said in an interview translated by The Holly¬ 
wood Reporter. 

Netflix will still be allowed to screen movies, but 
the films are unable to score any awards, like the 
coveted Palm d’Or. 

Cannes faced backlash last year after includ¬ 
ing “Okja” and “The Meyerowitz Stories” in its 
line-up, despite the fact that both films — which 
streamed exclusively on Netflix — received criti¬ 
cal acclaim. 

Fremaux — who also banned red carpet selfies 
from the festival — said he hoped he’d be able to 
show Netflix the error of its ways and get the plat¬ 
form to play by the rules for 2018, but had no such 
luck. 

“Last year, when we selected these two films, I 
thought I could convince Netflix to release them 
in cinemas. I was presumptuous; they refused,” he 
said. 

After the disagreement, Cannes now requires 
movies to have some sort of theatrical release in 
France, barring Netflix from eligibility. 

Court tosses Olivia de Havilland 
lawsuit against FX’s “Feud” 

A California appeals court on Monday threw out 
a lawsuit by 101-year-old actress Olivia de Havil¬ 
land against the creators of the FX Networks show 
“Feud: Bette and Joan,” bringing an abrupt end to 


a closely-watched case that pitted an individual’s 
rights to their life and likeness against the rights 
of artists to depict them. 

The 2nd District Court of Appeal said in a unan¬ 
imous decision that the First Amendment rights of 
the show’s creators clearly trump de Havilland’s 
claims that permission to use her likeness was 
needed and she should have been compensated. 

The judges agreed with FX along with entities 
like the Motion Picture Association of America 
and Netflix, which supported the network, that the 
logic behind de Havilland’s suit would make legal 
action possible against “all books, films, plays and 
television programs that accurately portray real 
people.” 

De Havilland, played by Catherine Zeta-Jones on 
the show that chronicled the decades-long squab¬ 
bles of Bette Davis and Joan Crawford, also al¬ 
leged that the show portrayed her in a “false light” 
by making the character a vulgar gossipmonger. 

Other news 

■ Nickelodeon is breaking ties with the creator 
of some of its top shows, including “Henry Dan¬ 
ger” and “iCarly.” Dan Schneider has worked with 
the children’s television network since 1993. Some 
of his other hits include “Drake & Josh,” “Victo¬ 
rious” and “Kenan & Kel.” In a joint statement. 
Nickelodeon, Schneider and his production com¬ 
pany, Schneider’s Bakery, agreed it “is a natural 
time” to pursue other opportunities and projects. 

■ A lineup that includes Usher, Common, The 
Roots and Kirk Franklin has been announced for 
an April 27 concert celebrating the grand opening 
of a memorial in Alabama, the National Memorial 
for Peace and Justice, to victims of lynching. 

■ Delores Taylor, who co-starred with her hus¬ 
band Tom Laughlin in his productions of the “Billy 
Jack” series of films, died March 23 in Southern 
California of natural causes. She was 85. 
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Mattis: Western democracies 
must stand against Russia 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
tis said Tuesday that he advised President Donald 
Trump to expel Kremlin officials from the United 
States over Russia’s apparent use of a nerve-agent 
against a former spy in Britain, saying there is no 
room for Western democracies to work with Russia. 

“The NATO alliance tried to create a partnership 
— a Russia-NATO partnership council as a mecha¬ 
nism to keep us working together,” Mattis told re¬ 
porters at the Pentagon. “That, regrettably, is by 
Russia’s choice a thing of the past... because Russia 
has chosen to be a strategic competitor even to the 
point of reckless activity.” 

The White House on Monday evicted 60 Russian 
officials — including 12 identified as intelligence 
agents — and ordered the closure of Moscow’s con¬ 
sulate in Seattle. Twenty-four additional countries 
and NATO also expelled Russian envoys this week 
in a show of solidarity with the United Kingdom. 
The expulsions followed the poisoning of Sergei 
Skripal, a former Russian spy, and his daughter, 
Yulia, March 4 in Salisbury, England. British inves¬ 
tigators have said a Russian-made, military-grade 
nerve agent was used to poison them. Both victims 
remain in critical condition. 

The removal of the Russian officials should reduce 
the Kremlin’s ability to spy on Americans, the White 
House wrote Monday in a prepared statement. The 
White House also wrote it chose to close the Seattle 
consulate because of concerns about its proximity 
to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, which houses highly 
sensitive nuclear submarines. 

“With these steps, the United States and our allies 
and partners make clear to Russia that its actions 
have consequences,” the Monday statement read. 

Russia has denied any involvement in the poison¬ 
ing, an assertion Mattis and other Western officials 
have rejected. 

On Tuesday, Mattis called the attack an “attempt¬ 
ed murder,” placing the blame on Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin’s shoulders, though the defense 
secretary stopped short of indicating the Russian 


leader ordered the hit. He told reporters that the at¬ 
tack was a “pretty obvious use of a weapon of mass 
destruction, a chemical agent, for the first time in 
Europe since World War II.” 

The act was the latest in a line of aggressive Rus¬ 
sian actions in Europe, including military intru¬ 
sions into Ukraine and Georgia. In addition, Mattis 
has been critical of Russia’s 
intervention in Syria, where 
Putin’s forces have helped prop 
up President Bashar Assad’s re¬ 
gime under the guise of fighting 
terrorism. 

“I think they are doing things 
they believe are deniable,” Mat¬ 
tis said. “They take the insignia 
off soldiers’ uniforms and they 
go into Crimea. They say they 
have nothing to do with the stuff 
going on in Ukraine. I don’t 
know how they can say that with 
a straight face.” 

Mattis and other Pentagon 
leadership have warned Russia 
and other near-peer competitors 
— including China, North Korea 
and Iran — pose the most signif¬ 
icant threat to the United States 
in the coming years. Under its 
most recent military strategy 
adopted in recent months by 
the Trump administration, the 
Pentagon has shifted its training approach to pre¬ 
paring to fight a war against an adversary such as 
Russia instead of the insurgencies that it has fought 
for nearly two decades in places including Afghani¬ 
stan and Iraq. 

Mattis said he believes Russia’s goal is to break 
up NATO and interfere with Western democracies, 
including meddling in elections, which he said Mos¬ 
cow has clearly done. 

“I think we have to show where all these democra¬ 
cies are together,” the defense secretary said. 

dickstein.coreydistripes.com 
Twitter; @CDicksteinDC 
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NATO expels 7 Russian diplomats in 
response to ex-spy poisoning in UK 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— NATO will expel seven Rus¬ 
sian diplomats and reduce the 
maximum size of Moscow’s per¬ 
manent mission to the alliance 
in response to the nerve agent 
attack this month in the United 
Kingdom, the alliance announced 
Tuesday. 

“It sends a very clear message 
that it has costs,” NATO’s Secre¬ 
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
said at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels. 

The move comes one day after 
the United States announced that 
it will expel 60 Russian diplomats 
suspected of espionage. Washing¬ 
ton also ordered the closure of the 
Russian consulate in Seattle in 
connection with suspicions that it 
was used as a hub for spying on a 
nearby nuclear submarine base. 

In all, about 140 Russian dip¬ 
lomats have been expelled from 
more than 25 countries since 
the March 4 attack in Salisbury, 


where a military grade nerve 
agent was used in an attack on 
former Russian spy Sergei Skri¬ 
pal and his daughter. They re¬ 
main in critical condition. 

Russia has denied involvement 
and has vowed counter mea¬ 
sures in response to the various 
diplomatic expulsions, which 
Moscow has largely blamed on 
Washington. 

“This is the result of colos¬ 
sal pressure, colossal blackmail 
which is the main instrument of 
Washington on the international 
arena,” Russian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday. 
“We’ll respond, have no doubt.” 

NATO reached its decision 
after intensive deliberations at 
alliance headquarters, where 
leaders have convened on several 
occasions with representatives 
from the UK. 

In addition to the expulsion of 
seven Russian diplomats, NATO 
has withdrawn three pending 
accreditation requests and has 
reduced the overall size of the 
Russian mission to NATO from 


30 to 20. 

“This sends a clear message to 
Russia that there are costs and 
consequences for its unaccept¬ 
able and dangerous pattern of be¬ 
havior,” Stoltenberg said. 

For the West, Russia’s alleged 
involvement in the attack in Brit¬ 
ain has unified allies, analysts 
say. At a time when Europe has 
been wary about the Trump ad¬ 
ministration and the US. com¬ 
mitment to NATO, the alliance 
and the European Union appear 
to be in unison regarding the 
need for a tougher stance against 
Moscow in connection with the 
nerve agent attack. 

“It appears Moscow misjudged 
the strong international condem¬ 
nation to its attempt to murder a 
former Russian intelligence of¬ 
ficer and his daughter,” wrote 
the Soufan Group security firm 
Tuesday. “In fact, NATO and the 
EU publicly moved closer on this 
issue than on any other in recent 
years.” 

Vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @]ohn_vandiver 
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Russian Deputy Permanent Representative Vladimir Safronkov 
arrives at the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation in 
New \brk on Monday. The United States and more than a dozen 
European nations kicked out Russian diplomats after an ex-spy 
attack in Britain. 


It’s not just Russia: 
Spies have long posed 
as foreign diplomats 


By Matthew Lee 
AND Josh Lederman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In ordering 
the largest mass expulsion of Rus¬ 
sian diplomats ever, the US. and 
its allies have upped the ante in 
an East-West spy game that dates 
to the Cold War and cast light on 
an unspoken but widespread prac¬ 
tice in the cloak-and-dagger world: 
sending operatives abroad under 
diplomatic cover. 

The tallies offered Monday by 
senior U.S. officials were striking: 
Far more than 100 Russian spies 
are on American soil masquerad¬ 
ing as diplomats. The U.S. said it 
was kicking out 60, so even after 
they’re gone, at least 40 will osten¬ 
sibly remain, free to roam Wash¬ 
ington and other mqjor U.S. cities 
under the official imprimatur of 
their nation’s foreign ministry. 

So if they’re truly spies and the 
United States knows it, why not 
expel them all? 

The answer, experts say, is that 
espionage, while murky, potential¬ 
ly distasteful and often illegal, is 
an accepted international practice. 
All countries spy and most if not 
all send spies overseas disguised 
as diplomats — including the U.S. 

“Embassies and diplomatic mis¬ 
sion for hundreds and hundreds 
of years have been used to spy in 
adversaries’ lands,” said retired 
Army Col. Christopher Costa, 
executive director of the Interna¬ 
tional Spy Museum in Washing¬ 
ton. He said even when spies are 
discovered, it’s often more fruitful 
to follow them discreetly than to 
expel them. “The cat-and-mouse 
game of counterespionage is about 
understanding who that officer is 
in touch with.” 

There’s another reason for the 
U.S. not to go overboard in kicking 
out known Russian intelligence 
operatives posted to diplomatic 
missions: America is in the game, 
too. 

When one country expels anoth¬ 
er country’s representatives, it’s 


both expected and accepted that 
the country being punished takes 
reciprocal steps. In 2016, when the 
Obama administration expelled 
35 Russian diplomats, Moscow 
quickly booted 35 Americans. A 
similar tit-for-tat played out this 
month after Britain ousted 23 Rus¬ 
sians and the Kremlin ordered out 
23 Brits. 

That means that the more Rus¬ 
sian spies the U.S. kicks out, the 
more of its own spies are likely 
to be forced out of Russia, Costa 
said. 

Every new Russian diplomat as¬ 
signed to a mission in the United 
States, such as the embassy in 
Washington, or the Seattle con¬ 
sulate that the U.S. has ordered 
closed, is assessed by the FBI and 
other U.S. counterintelligence offi¬ 
cials, said John Schindler, a former 
counterintelligence official and 
National Security Agency analyst. 

Some can be quickly identified 
based on where they’ve worked 
previously and in what positions 
— historical information that’s far 
easier to track in the modern age of 
Google, Linkedin and LexisNexis. 
Certain positions in embassies are 
notorious for being filled by spies, 
such as security officials, politi¬ 
cal officers and communications 
specialists, who often are secretly 
engaged in technical collection of 
what’s known as signals intelli¬ 
gence: intercepting phone calls or 
electronic communications. 

“If you still can’t tell, you wait 
until they get to this country, and 
you watch what they do,” Schindler 
said. 

The U.S. has long claimed that 
as a rule, it does not use certain 
jobs as cover for intelligence op¬ 
eratives, such as U.S. Agency for 
International Development work¬ 
ers and Peace Corps volunteers. 
The theory is that any perception 
that those staffers might be spies 
would create serious safety risks 
for actual humanitarian workers. 

Said Schindler: “There are gen¬ 
tleman’s rules about this, and there 
have been for a long time.” 
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How Facebook was able to siphon off records 


By Ryan Nakashima 
AND Mae Anderson 
Associated Press 

The news that Facebook’s An¬ 
droid app has been collecting call 
and text histories is yet another 
black eye for the social media 
giant. But just why was Facebook 
able to siphon off records of who 
its users were contacting — and 
when — in the first place? 

The short answer: Because 
Google let it. The longer answer: 
Well, it’s complicated. 

The social network acknowl¬ 
edged on Sunday that it began 
uploading call and text logs 
from phones running Google’s 
Android system in 2015 — first 
via its Messenger app and later 
through an option in Facebook 
Lite, a stripped-down version of 
its main app. Facebook added that 
only users who gave appropriate 
permission were affected, that it 
didn’t collect the contents of mes¬ 
sages or calls, and that users can 
opt out of the data collection and 
have the stored logs deleted by 
changing their app settings. 

Facebook did not respond to 
multiple requests for more spe¬ 
cifics. The kerfuffle over this 
data collection, first reported by 
the website Ars Technica, follows 
a week of turmoil for the social 
network involving charges that 
it allowed political consultants to 
steal the data of 50 million users 
in order to influence elections. 

There’s a reason Facebook’s 
actions were restricted to An¬ 
droid phones. Apple locks down 
app permissions tightly, which 
offers more privacy protection 
to iPhone users. “Apple’s funda¬ 
mental approach is to collect the 
minimum amount of informa¬ 
tion to keep the service running, 
and keep customers in control of 
the information,” said Rich Mo- 
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The news that Facebook’s 
Android app has been collecting 
call and text histories is yet 
another black eye for the social 
media giant. 

gull, CEO of the security firm 
Securosis. 

But Android has long been 
more indulgent. 

Until recently, in fact, Google 
let app developers gain access to 
a phone’s call and text logs. All 
they needed was an app that re¬ 
quired access to user contacts. 
Once users agreed. Android 
would then also grant access to 
those communication histories. 

Starting in 2012 with its “Jelly 
Bean” release. Android would 
notify people installing such apps 
that they were also giving apps 
access to their call and text logs, 
but still required them to agree 
to all those permissions at once. 
Rejecting the request meant the 
apps wouldn’t work. 

It wasn’t until 2015 when 
Google released Android 6.0, 
dubbed “Marshmallow,” that An¬ 
droid phones finally split up those 
permissions. That meant users 
could agree to share contacts, but 
reject access to their messaging 
and phone histories. 


Why was Facebook able to siphon off 
records of who its users were contacting ...? 
The short answer: Because Google let it. 
The longer answer: Well, it’s complicated. 


That’s the same year Facebook 
says its apps started collecting 
this information. But many An¬ 
droid users aren’t using the latest 
version of the software. In fact, 
they often can’t get it even if they 
want it. 

Apple owns both the software 
and hardware for iPhones, which 
allows it to push out new versions 
of its iOS operating software at 
will. Google, by contrast, is large¬ 
ly at the mercy of both mobile 
carriers and hardware makers 
when it comes to distributing new 
Android versions. 

There are nearly 20,000 An¬ 
droid phone models now in ser¬ 
vice, and carriers like to tweak 
the software for each to ensure 
that it will work as smoothly as 
possible on their networks. As 
a result, new Android versions 
reach users very slowly. 

As of January, about 65 percent 
of iPhone users were using the 
latest iOS software, introduced in 
2017. Less than 1 percent of An¬ 
droid devices currently use the 
latest version of Android, known 
as “Oreo.” (Many of them are 
owners of Google’s new Pixel 
phones, which get software up¬ 
dates directly from Google.) 

Just over half of all Android 
users are using the two previ¬ 
ous versions, which allow them 
to specifically reject the shar¬ 
ing of communication logs. Last 
October, Google began forcing 
all apps to follow the new rules 
when they issue updates, even on 
phones running older versions of 
Android. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


All that leaves two big questions 
unanswered. Why did Google set 
up Android permissions this way? 
And how many other apps have 
taken advantages of the same 
setup? 

Experts and privacy advo¬ 
cates say the answer to the first 
question is probably related to 
Google’s advertising-based busi¬ 
ness model, which — like Face- 
book — depends on collecting 
detailed information about users 
in order to target them with tai¬ 
lored ads. Apple, meanwhile, 
derives its profits from the sale 
of devices and services such as 
Apple Music. 

Another possible factor: An¬ 
droid was playing catch-up with 
Apple for many years, and was 
eager to attract app developers in 
order to attain parity with Apple’s 
App Store. Some app developers 
may have found greater access to 
user data on Android attractive 
— as Facebook did. 

Experts say it’s not clear if other 
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apps are going as far as Facebook 
in terms of tracking call history 
and texts, but it’s very possible. 

“In a lot of ways, Facebook is 
the tip of the iceberg,” said Bob 
O’Donnell, chief analyst at Tech- 
nalysis Research. “There are 
plenty of other people doing this 
kind of data collection.” 

A Google spokesperson was 
unable to say how many apps 
gained access to call logs so far 
or how many users’ call logs had 
been sent to app developers. The 
company declined to comment 
further. 
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(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
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nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I “Wham!” 

4 Coach 

Parseghian 

7 Antitoxins 

8 Justice Kagan 
10 Martini’s wine 

partner 

II Moocher 
13 Star of TV’s 

“Suddeniy 

Susan” 

16“— a Wonderfu! 
Life” 

17 Perfect 

18 in the past 

19 Stretches (out) 

20 Wee songbird 

21 Commence 
23 Chose 

25 Sax range 

26 Eventfu! periods 

27 Lobbying org. 

28 Coiorado 
ski resort 

30Bio!. or chem 
331980 romantic 
adventure 
fiim starring 
13-Across 
36 American 
fiag feature 


37 Long for 
38Wa!king sticks 

39 Roof overhang 

40 German articie 

41 Nay undoer 

DOWN 

1 Mexican money 

2 Roughiy 

3 Surfing mecca 
on Oahu 

4 Greek ieader? 

5 Lubricate anew 

6 Green 
Gabies gir! 

7 Type 

8 Road curves 

9 Harshiy bright 

10 Hitter’s stat 


12 Moved sideways 

14 Paradise 

15 Junior 
19Swe!!ed head 

20 Oz., !b., et ai. 

21 Doidrums 

22 Long iist’s 
shortener (Abbr.) 

23 Pitcher Hershiser 
24Cure-a!! 
25Suitab!e 
26Too!s for dueis 

28 Skirt styie 

29 Terrific 

30 itaiian wine 

31 iniet 

32 Chemica! suffix 

34 Thin nai! 

35 Battieship coior 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


JWBLQR BX SNBSWN UTB 

OTGRH AYNQHXQJO INYNQW 

AYGRLJ TQSSGRNJJ: “WGXN 

GJ Q ABUW BX ITNNYGBJ.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THE ILL- 
TEMPERED MUPPET OSCAR ASSUMED A 
BASEBALL CATCHER’S STANCE, WAS HE 
GROUCHING DOWN? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals P 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 


red flags. 

Some ofthe latest Scam 


buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Churches^ 


Barbarastrasse 29 
97074 Wurzburg Germany 


Dental_902 


ITax Assistance _^ 


BLOCKS 

N 

W\ 

Germanv H&R BlockTax 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or full-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371)560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


Landstuhl American Dentistry 

is hiring full-time 
dental assistants! 

(American or German)^ dent^ 
assistant, please call 
(06371) 560-8075 or 
(06371)594-6275 


i Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
' 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 

[ www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 



Take the fuss out of 


packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classtjteds! 


STARSigiSTRIPES. 


n 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARS^QlSTRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, 
Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 


STRIPES, 


Mobile 
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Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, March 28,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 

1 

Auto racing 

1 

College baseball 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Columbus 3 - . - 

New York City FC 3 0 1 10 8 3 

New York 2 1 0 6 7 1 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New England 111 445 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

D.C. United 0 2 2 2 5 9 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Sporting K 
Vancouvei 


Vancouver 2 

Los Angeles FC 2 

Minnesota United 2 
FC Dallas 1 

Flouston 1 

LA Galaxy 


0 0 


1 1 


6 1 
6 8 


7 4 
3 3 


Real Salt Lake 1 1 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

Colorado 0 11 13 4 

Portland 0 2 1 12 7 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 4 

Note: Three points for victory, oni 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 24 
New York City FC 2, New England 2, tie 
Portland 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
Columbus 3, D.C. United 1 
New York 3, Minnesota United 0 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Colorado 2, tie 
LA Galaxy 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Friday, March 30 
Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC 
Saturday, March 31 
New York at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 
Vancouver at Columbus 
Portland at Chicago 
Atlanta United FC at Minnesota United 
New York City FC at San Jose 
D.C. United at Sporting Kansas City 
New England at Houston 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Montreal at Seattle 


College basketball 


25'^nT"' 


Women’s NIT 


Championship 
Saturday, March 31 


NCAA Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Boston University 3, Cornell 1 
Michigan 3, Northeastern 2 
Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Michigan 6, Boston University 3 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame 4, Michigan Tech 3, OT 
Providence 1, Clarkson 0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 2, Providence 1 
MiDWEST REGIONAL 

First Round 
At Aiientown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State 4, Princeton 2 
Denver 5, Penn State 1 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Ohio state 5, Denver 1 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Sioux Fails, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 
Air Force 4, St. Cloud State 1 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Minnesota State 
Mankato 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Air Force 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Ohio state (26-9-5) vs. Minnesota Du¬ 
luth (23-16-3) 

Notre Dame (27-9-2) vs. Michigan (22- 
14-3) 


National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 


NCAA Men’s Tournament 

FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 
Loyola of Chicago (32-5) vs. Michigan 
(32-7) 

Villanova (34-4) vs. Kansas (31-7) 

National Championship 
Monday, April 2 

Semifinal winners 

NIT 

Semifinals 
At New York 
Tuesday, March 27 

Western Kentucky (27-10) vs. Utah 
(22-11) 

Penn State (24-13) vs. Mississippi 
state (25-11) 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Semifinal winners 

CIT 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 28 

UlC (19-15) at Liberty (22-14) 

Sam Houston State (21-14) at North¬ 
ern Colorado (24-12) 

Championship 
Friday, March 30 

Semifinal winners 

CBI 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three; x-if necessary) 
Monday, March 26 

San Francisco 72, North Texas 62 
Wednesday, March 28 
San Francisco (22-15) at North Texas 
(18-18) 

Friday, March 30 

x-San Francisco (22-15) at North Texas 
(18-18) 


Houston 
Cieveiand 
Baitimore 
New York 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Seattie 
Tampa Bay 
Oakiand 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Los Angeles 
Toronto 
Texas 


San Diego 

St. Louis 

Miami 

Los Angeles 

Arizona 

San Francisco 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

Coiorado 

Atlanta 

Pittsburgh 

New York 

Cincinnati 


STP 500 

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series 
Monday 

At Martinsville Speedway 
Martinsville, Va. 

Lap length: 0.526 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (9) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 500 laps, 0 
rating, 55 points. 

2. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 500, 0,50. 

3. (5) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 500, 0, 52. 

4. (1) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 500, 0, 
33. 

5. (8) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 500, 0, 42. 

6. (3) Joey Logano, Ford, 500,0, 35. 

7. (16) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 500, 
0, 30. 

8. (25) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
500, 0, 36. 

9. (21) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 500, 0, 

28. 

10. (4) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 500, 0, 


13. (15) Paul Menard, Ford, 500, 0, 24. 

14. (10) Aric Almirola, Ford, 500, 0, 23. 

15. (18) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet 
499, 0, 24. 

16. (7) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 4 


19. 

19. (14) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 497 
0, 18. 

20. (20) William Byron, Chevrolet, 497 
0, 17. 

21. (24) Michael McDowell, Ford, 497 
0, 16. 

22. (32) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 496, 0,15. 

23. (22) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 496 
0, 14. 

24. (29) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 496 
0, 13. 

25. (28) David Ragan, Ford, 495, 0, 12. 

26. (26) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet 
495, 0, 11. 

27. (35) Cole Whitt, Chevrolet, 493, 0 

10 . 

28. (37) D.J. Kennington, Toyota, 493 
0, 9. 

29. (33) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 493 

0 , 0 . 

30. (12) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 493 


Pet. 

21 9 0.700 

20 9 0.690 

19 13 0.594 

17 12 0.586 

18 13 0.581 
16 12 0.571 
16 13 0.552 
15 14 0.517 
14 15 0.483 
14 15 0.483 

13 14 0.481 

12 15 0.444 

14 19 0.424 

13 18 0.419 
8 22 0.267 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pet. 

;e 19 11 0.633 


19 13 0.594 
15 10 0.600 
17 12 0.586 

15 13 0.536 

16 15 0.516 
15 15 0.500 
14 16 0.467 
13 16 0.448 
13 17 0.433 

12 16 0.429 

13 18 0.419 
11 19 0.367 
10 18 0.357 
10 20 0.333 


Championship 
Thursday, Mareh 29 

Yale (18-13) at Central Arkansas (25-9) 


Monday’s games 
N.Y. Mets 3, Las Vegas 1 
Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 3 
Tampa Bay 2, Detroit 2 
Baltimore 7, Norfolk 6 
Boston 4, Chicago Cubs 2 
Chicago White Sox 9, Charlotte 5 
Kansas City at Omaha, cancelled 
St. Louis 5, Toronto 3 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Atlanta 1 
Texas 6, Cincinnati 5 
San Diego 8, El Paso 6 
Houston 5, Milwaukee 2 
Arizona 7, Cleveland 0 
L.A. Angels 4, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Oakland 9, San Francisco 2,10 innings 
Tuesday’s games 

Detroit vs. Tampa Bay at St. Peters¬ 
burg, Fla. 

Milwaukee at Houston 
Pittsburgh vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

Chicago Cubs vs. Boston at Fort My- 

Cinclnnati vs. Texas at Arlington, Texas 
Miami-Fla vs. Miami at Miami, Fla. 
Cleveland vs. Arizona at Phoenix 
Minnesota vs. Washington at West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Seattle vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, Ariz. 
St. Louis vs. Toronto at Montreal 
Braves Futures at Atlanta 
Oakland at San Francisco 
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Calendar 

March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

May 16-17 — Owners’ meetings. New 
York. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 


AP sportlight 


March 28 

1939 — The barnstorming Renaissance 
Five beat the NBL champion Oshkosh 
All-Stars, 34-25, to win the first annual 
World Professional Basketball Tourna¬ 
ment in Chicago. Sports reporters of the 
day make no mention of the fact that all 
the Rens are black and the All-Stars are 
all white. 

1944 — Arnold Ferrin’s 22 points leads 
Utah to a 42-40 victory over Dartmouth 
for the NCAA basketball championship. 

1950 - CCNY beats Bradley 71-68 in 
the NCAA basketball final to become the 
only team to win the NIT and NCAA titles 
in the same year. CCNY beat Bradley 69- 
61 in the NIT on March 18. 

1977 — Marquette beats North Caro¬ 
lina 67-59 for the NCAA basketball title. 

1982 — Louisiana Tech beats Cheyney 
State 76-62 in the NCAA’s first women’s 
basketball championship. The tourna¬ 
ment replaces the AIAW championship 
which had been held since 1972. 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through March 25, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 


1. Oregon State 

2. Stanford 

3. Florida 

4. Vanderbilt 

5. UCLA 

6. N.C. State 

7. Mississippi 

8. Clemson 

9. Florida State 

10. Louisville 

11. Texas Tech 

12. Illinois 

13. Duke 

14. Arkansas 

15. Kentucky 

16. Auburn 

17. Indiana 

18. Wichita State 

19. LSU 

20. Coastal Carolina 

21. Southern Miss. 

22. Missouri 

23. Georgia 

24. San Diego State 

25. Stetson 

26. UNLV 

27. Texas A&M 

28. East Carolina 

29. TCU 

30. Houston 


20- 2 495 

17-2 494 2 

21- 5 490 4 

17- 7 488 5 

15-5 487 6 

20-4 485 8 

22- 3 483 9 

18- 6 480 10 

20- 5 478 12 

18- 6 475 11 

21- 5 472 17 

15- 5 470 22 

20-5 468 23 

17-7 465 7 

17-7 463 16 

20-5 462 3 

16- 5 460 14 

17- 4 457 26 

16- 9 455 15 

19- 7 452 27 

17- 5 449 21 

19-6 446 25 

18- 6 444 - 

16-7 442 - 

19- 5 441 13 

20- 5 439 19 

19-6 437 18 

18-5 434 29 

14-7 430 - 

16-8 427 - 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Coppin St. 3, Delaware St. 2 
Iona 4, Siena 2 
Lafayette 8, Lehigh 7 
LIU Post 15, NYIT8 

Penn St.-Brandywine 12-9, Penn St.- 
Schuylkill 3-8 

SOUTH 

McKendree 5-8, Bellarmine 1-14 
Tusculum 7, Anderson (SC) 4 
MIDWEST 
Ball St. 13, Butlers 
Goshen at Fort Wayne, ccd. 


34. (19) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet, 
486, 0, 3. 

35. (30) Harrison Rhodes, Chevrolet, 
482, 0, 2. 

36. (34) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, 481, 0, 

1 . 

37. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 481, 
0 , 1 . 

38. (36) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 
reargear, 211,0,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 81.666 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 13 minutes, 14 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 1.146 seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 4 for 33 laps. 

Lead Changes: 11 among 6 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: M.Truex 1-4; Ky.Busch 5- 
26; D.Hamlin 27-51; Ky.Busch 52; D.Hamlin 
53-135; B.Keselowski 136; R.BIaney 137- 
142; D.Hamlin 143-145; R.BIaney 146- 
284; C.Bowyer 285-385; Ky.Busch 386; 
C.Bowyer 387-500 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): C.Bowyer, 2 times for 213 laps; 
R.BIaney, 2 times for 143 laps; D.Hamlin, 
3 times for 108 laps; Ky.Busch, 3 times 
for 21 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 3 laps; 
B.Keselowski, 1 time for 0 laps. 

Wins: K.Harvick, 3; C.Bowyer, 1; 
A.Dillon, 1; M.Truex, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. Ky.Busch, 257; 2. 
M.Truex, 249; 3. R.BIaney, 233; 4. J.Logano, 
232; 5. B.Keselowski, 226; 6. D.Hamlin, 
217; 7. K.Harvick, 212; 8. C.Bowyer, 210; 
9. K.Larson, 195; 10. Ku.Busch, 177; 11. 
A.AImirola, 171; 12. E.Jones, 152; 13. 
A.Dillon, 148; 14. A.Bowman, 145; 15. 
P.Menard, 139; 16. R.Newman, 135. 
NASCAR Driver Rating Formuia 
A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Miami Open 


Monday 

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park 
Key Biscayne, Fia. 

Purse; Men, $7.97 miiiion (Masters 
1000); 

Women, $7.97 miiiion (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Third Round 

Pablo Carreno Busta (16), Spain, def. 
Steve Johnson, United States, 6-4, 6-4. 

Fernando Verdasco (31), Spain, def. 
Thanasi Kokkinakis, Australia, 3-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (4). 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Sam 
Querrey (11), United States, 6-4,3-6, 7-5. 

Nick Kyrgios (17), Australia, def. Fabio 
Fognini (15), Italy, 6-3, 6-3. 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Karen Khachanov (32), Russia, 4-6, 6-2, 
6-3. 

Borna Coric (29), Croatia, def. Jack 
Sock (8), United States, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Alexander Zverev (4), Germany, def. 
David Ferrer (28), Spain, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States leads 
Tomas Berdych (10), Czech Republic, 6-7 
(2), 6-2, 5-4, SUSP., rain. 

Fourth Round 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 2-1 

Angelique Kerber (10), Germany, def. 
Wang Yafan, China, 6-7 (1), 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Sloane Stephens (13), United States, 
def. Garbine Muguruza (3), Spain, 6-3, 

Elir 

leigh Barty (2lj, Australia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Ag 
nieszka Radwanska (30), Poland, 6-2, 6 
2 . 

Venus Williams (8), United States, def. 
Johanna Konta (11), Britain, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Jelena Ostepenko (6), Latvia, def. Pe¬ 
tra Kvitova (9), Czech Republic, 7-6 (4), 
6-3. 


Second Round 

Ben Mclachlan, Japan, and Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, def. Jean-Julien 
Rojer, Netherlands, and Horia Tecau (5), 
Romania, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 10-7. 

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus, New Zealand, def. John 
Isner and Donald Young, United States, 
7-5, 6-3. 

Bob and Mike Bryan (4), United 
States, def. Leonardo Mayer and Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, 6-2, 6-1. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 
Farah (8), Colombia, def. Chung Hyeon, 
South Korea, and Denis Shapovalov, Can¬ 
ada, walkover. 

Second Round 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, and CoCo 
Vandeweghe, United States, def. Vania 
King, United States, and Katarina Srebot- 
nik, Slovenia, 6-1,6-3. 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Anas¬ 
tasia Rodionova, Australia, def. Shuko 
Aoyama, Japan, and Yang Zhaoxuan, 
China, 6-2, 6-3. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned RHP 
Brandon Workman to Pawtucket (IL). 
Reassigned RHP Justin Haley to minor 
league camp. Placed LHPs Drew Pomer- 
anz and Eduardo Rodriguez and RHP Ste¬ 
ven Wright on the 10-day DL. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Assigned LHP 
Blaine Hardy outright to Toledo (IL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned RHP 
Kevin McCarthy to Omaha (PCL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Austin Pruitt to Durham (IL). Released 
LHP Dan Jennings. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Re-signed RHP 
Bartolo Colon and INF Trevor Plouffe to 
minor league contracts and assigned 
them to Round Rock (PCL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Desig¬ 
nated C Chris Herrmann for assignment. 
Selected the contract of LHP Jorge De La 
Rosa from Reno (PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Agreed to terms 
with OF Peter Bourjos and 2B Ryan Fla¬ 
herty on one-year contracts. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned RHP Bri¬ 
an Ellington to New Orleans (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Released 
RHP Yovani Gallardo. 

NEW YORK METS - Claimed OF Bryce 
Brentz off waivers from Pittsburgh. 
Placed RHP Rafael Montero on the 60- 
day DL. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Designated 
RHP Ricardo Pinto and C Cameron Rupp 
for assignment. Optioned 2B Jesmuel 
Valentin, CF Roman Quinn, RHP Zach Ef- 
lin and LHP Zac Curtis to Lehigh Valley 
(IL). Selected the contracts of RHP Drew 
Hutchison and 2B Scott Kingery from Le¬ 
high Valley. Released C Cameron Rupp. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned 
RHP Kyle Crick and IB Jose Osuna to 
Indianapolis (IL). Reassigned LHP Kevin 
Siegrist, C Ryan Lavarnway, OF Daniel 
Nava and RHP Bo Schultz to minor league 
camp. Agreed to terms with SS Ji-Hwan 
Bae on a minor league contract. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Sent RHP Carter 
Capps outright to El Paso (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Named 
Dusty Baker special adviser to the CEO. 
Released LF Jarrett Parker. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
3B Matt Reynolds and SS Adrian Sanchez 
to Syracuse (IL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Waived F CJ Fair. 
Signed G Sean Kilpatrick. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Re-signed CB 
LaDarius Gunter and G Amini Silatolu to 
one-year contracts. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Re-signed LB 
Tank Carder. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed LB Jonathan 
Freeny. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Agreed to 
terms with DE Ndamukong Suh on a one- 
year contract. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Re-signed 
OL LaAdrian Waddle. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed S Mi¬ 
chael Thomas. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed LB 
Pernell MePhee. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Agreed to terms 
with RW Troy Terry on a three-year, en¬ 
try-level contract. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Agreed to terms 
with C Casey Mittelstadt on a three-year, 
entry-level contract. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned G David 
Rittich to Stockton (AHL). Recalled G Jon 
Gillies from Stockton. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Agreed to 
terms with D Joni Tuulola on a two-year 
contract. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned G 
Joe Cannata and F Julien Nantel from San 
Antonio (AHL) to Colorado (ECHL). 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Signed F 
Eric Robinson to a two-year, entry-level 
contract. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled D Joe 
HIcketts from Grand Rapids (AHL). 

MINNESOTA WILD - Signed LW Jordan 
Greenway to a three-year, entry-level 
contract. 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Assigned G 
Chris Driedger and D Cody Donaghey 
from Bellevifle (AHL) to Brampton (ECHL). 
Recalled G Marcus Hogberg and D Macoy 
Erkamps from Brampton to Belleville. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Signed F Dylan 
Gambrell to an entry-level contract. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Reassigned 
F Pheonix Copley to Hershey (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE - Granted Iowa 
men’s basketball G Connor McCaffrey a 
hardship waiver. 

DETROIT - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Bacari Alexander. 

FlU — Named Ken Dorsey assistant 
athletic director. 

LOUISVILLE — Promoted interim ath¬ 
letic director Vince Tyra to permanent 
athletic director and signed him to a 
five-year contract. 

MINNESOTA — Announced junior 
men’s basketball F Davonte Fitzgerald 
will transfer. 

MISSOURI — Freshman F Michael Por¬ 
ter Jr. has declared for the NBA Draft. 

OHIO STATE - Junior F Keita Bates- 
Diop has declared for the NBA Draft. 

PURDUE — Sophomore G Carsen Ed¬ 
wards has declared for the NBA Draft. 

SYRACUSE — Men's sophomore bas¬ 
ketball F Matthew Moyer announced he 
is transferring. 

WASHINGTON STATE - Junior F Rob¬ 
ert Franks announced he will enter the 
NBA Draft. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/AUTO RACING 


Briefly 

NFL owners approve 
simplified catch rule 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Maybe it’s 
too late for Jesse James and the 
Steelers or Zach Miller and the 
Bears. 

No matter, the NFL has a sim¬ 
plified catch rule designed to 
eliminate confusion — and, the 
league hopes, controversy — 
about receptions. 

Team owners unanimously ap¬ 
proved the new language Tues¬ 
day, with basically three elements 
defining a catch: 

■ having control of the ball; 

■ getting two feet down or an¬ 
other body part; 

■ making a football move, such 
as taking a third step or extend¬ 
ing the ball. 

“We wanted to simplify and 
provide clarity,” Pittsburgh 
coach and longtime competition 
committee member Mike Tomlin 
said. “It was time to do so after 
we got caught up in language that 
didn’t do that. The language was 
obscure and confusing.” 

The committee cited over¬ 
turned receptions by tight ends 
James and Miller last season 
among the dozens of plays they 
reviewed “dozens of times,” ac¬ 
cording to committee chairman 
Rick McKay, president of the At¬ 
lanta Falcons. 

The James call was particular¬ 
ly impacting because the Steelers 
wound up losing to New England 
in a December game that deter¬ 
mined home-field advantage for 
the playoffs. The Patriots got it 
and wound up in the Super Bowl. 
Pittsburgh lost its first postsea¬ 
son game to Jacksonville. 

Just as infamous were negat¬ 
ed catches by Dez Bryant of the 
Cowboys in a 2015 playoff game 
at Green Bay, and Calvin Johnson 
of the Lions in 2010 against the 
Bears. 

“I think the third step recom¬ 
mendation was excellent,” Pack¬ 
ers coach Mike McCarthy said. 
“It cleans up a m^ority of the 
[catches] that were in question. 
The old rule was so technical. 
We’re better off today than in the 
past.” 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Tennessee Titans have 
agreed to terms on a deal with 
quarterback Blaine Gabbert. 

The 28-year-old Gabbert is ex¬ 
pected to replace Matt Cassel as 
Marcus Mariota’s backup. The 
Titans announced March 9 they 
intend to release Cassel. 

Gabbert, the No. 10 overall 
pick in the 2011 draft, started 27 
games with the Jacksonville Jag¬ 
uars from 2011-13. He played the 
next three seasons with the San 
Francisco 49ers, making eight 
starts in 2015 and five in 2016. 

Olympic, Stanford swim 
star Ledecky turns pro 

The five-time Olympic swim¬ 
ming gold medalist Katie Ledecky 
gave up her final two years of eli¬ 
gibility at Stanford, allowing her 


to turn pro and concentrate on 
training for the 2020 Olympics 
while cashing in on sponsor¬ 
ship and endorsement deals that 
wouldn’t have been available to 
her as a college athlete. 

Other than the financial wind¬ 
fall, Ledecky isn’t planning any 
big changes. She will continue 
training on the West Coast under 
coach Greg Meeham while work¬ 
ing toward her degree at Stan¬ 
ford, where she’s been focused on 
psychology and political science. 

The 21-year-old Ledecky 
helped Stanford capture two 
women’s national championships, 
the school’s first back-to-back 
titles since winning five straight 
from 1992-96. She won five indi¬ 
vidual titles at the NCAA champi¬ 
onships, the most recent of which 
was held two weekends ago in Co¬ 
lumbus, Ohio. 

3 freshmen headline 
AP All-America team 

Oklahoma’s Trae Young took 
college basketball by storm, lead¬ 
ing the nation in scoring and as¬ 
sists. Deandre Ayton played his 
one season at Arizona with power 
and athleticism few could match. 
Versatile big man Marvin Bagley 
III made his lone year at Duke a 
memorable one. 

The talented trio made history 
Tuesday by being named to the 
AP All-America team, the first 
time three freshmen were named 
to the first team in its 70-year 
history. 

They were joined by Villanova’s 
Jalen Brunson and Kansas guard 
Devonte’ Graham on the team 
selected by the same 65-member 
national media panel that selects 
the weekly AP Top 25. 

The All-America first team 
has had a pair of freshmen three 
times: John Wall and Demarcus 
Cousins in 2010; Michael Beasley 
and Kevin Love in 2008; Kevin 
Durant and Greg Oden in 2007. 

In other college basketball 
news: 

■ Pittsburgh is turning to Jeff 
Capel to turn around its strug¬ 
gling basketball program. 

A person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the agreement tells The 
Associated Press that Capel will 
take over for Kevin Stallings, who 
was fired earlier this month. The 
person spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the deal was 
not formally announced. 

Capel spent the last seven sea¬ 
sons as an assistant under Mike 
Krzyzewski at Duke. Capel pre¬ 
viously served as head coach at 
Virginia Commonwealth and 
Oklahoma, taking both schools 
to the NCAA Tournament during 
his tenure. The 43-year-old Capel 
has a 162-110 career record. 

The Panthers are in full re¬ 
building mode after going 8-24 
this season, including a 0-18 mark 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 
Athletic director Heather Lyke 
fired Stallings on March 8 after 
two seasons. 



Matt Bell/AP 

Clint Bowyer, front, leads Kyle Busch out of a turn Monday during a Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
Series race at Martinsville Speedway in Martinsville, Va. Bowyer won the race. 


Bowyer snaps drought 
that reached 190 races 



Matt Bell/AP 

Clint Bowyer, right, celebrates after his victory with his son. Cash. 


By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

MARTINSVILLE, Va.—When 
snow at Martinsville Speedway 
gave NASCAR a rare day off, 
Clint Bowyer loaded his car with 
kids and drove them to North 
Carolina for a day at the Hall of 
Fame. 

As Bowyer returned to the 
track for Monday’s rescheduled 
race, he told his 3-year-old son he 
wanted to take a picture with him 
in victory lane. 

Cash Bowyer told his father he 
wanted a checkered flag. 

Both father and son got their 
wish. 

Bowyer snapped a 190-race 
losing streak dating to 2012 with 
a dominating victory at Martins¬ 
ville Speedway. Monday’s win 
continued the strong start to the 
NASCAR season for Stewart- 
Haas Racing, which has won four 
of the first six races. 

“For whatever reason, it felt 
right driving up here. It’s such 
a cool place to be able to drive 
up through the countryside on a 
two-lane road and think about the 
race,” Bowyer said. “I told [Cash] 
this morning, I was like, ‘Dam¬ 
mit, we’ve got to get our picture 
in Victory Lane.’ He told me he 
wanted a checkered flag. 

“He’s really proud of that 
checkered flag!” Clint Bowyer 
said as the toddler waived the 
flag, and then leaned his head on 
his father’s shoulder. 

Bowyer then went into the 
stands to greet the fans who re¬ 
turned to Martinsville two days 
after a snowstorm pushed all 
track activity to Monday. 

Bowyer’s victory was his first 


driving for SHR, the team he 
joined as Tony Stewart’s replace¬ 
ment last year. The move to SHR 
was supposed to turn Bowyer’s 
fortunes around, but his struggles 
continued through his first year 
in the No. 14 Ford. 

He finally figured it out on the 
short track in Virginia and won 
for the first time since his victory 
at Charlotte in October 2012. 

Bowyer had led just 145 com¬ 
bined laps the last four years and 
bettered that Monday with 215 
laps led and his first career Mar¬ 
tinsville victory. 

It was the ninth career victory 
for Bowyer, but first since he was 
a legitimate title contender in 
2012 before the bottom fell out. 
He was snared in a cheating scan¬ 
dal with Michael Waltrip Racing, 
that team never recovered and 
folded, and Bowyer has been try¬ 
ing to find his footing since. 


Bowyer began his celebratory 
burnout before he completed a 
cool-down lap, and then climbed 
on the hood of his cars with his 
arms raised in victory. He jumped 
into the arms of his SHR crew, 
and then was met by his son, who 
had never before seen his father 
win a Cup race. 

Cash Bowyer exchanged high- 
fives with the SHR crew then sat 
on top of the winning car. Later, 
in Victory Lane, Clint Bowyer 
hugged the Martinsville signature 
trophy grandfather clock, chugged 
several beers, and let his son soak 
in his first post-race celebration. 

“I wanted that damn clock,” 
Bowyer said. “How are we going 
to get it home? What do you do? 
I’m going to ratchet strap it to my 
wife’s SUV. We’re going to be the 
Clampetts with our trophy ratch¬ 
et strapped to the roof of the SUV, 
but it’s coming home.” 
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Knights secure 
spot in playoffs 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The Vegas 
Golden Knights chose to cele¬ 
brate a monumental moment for 
the franchise by thinking back to 
how its inaugural season began 
— hoping the new hockey team 
could bring smiles to a city reel¬ 
ing from tragedy. 

Shortly after Vegas became the 
first expansion team to clinch a 
playoff berth with a 4-1 win over 
the Colorado Avalanche on Mon¬ 
day night, the mantra in the lock¬ 
er room was the same as the one 
adopted shortly before the team’s 
home opener: 

“Vegas Strong.” 

Team owner Bill Foley, veteran 
goalie Marc-Andre Fleury and 
leading scorer William Karlsson 
were among those who thought 
back Monday to the Oct. 1 mass 
shooting that killed 58 and in¬ 
jured hundreds more on the Las 
Vegas Strip. 

“It was a disaster that night, 
it was a terrible massacre, we 
changed our initial opening night 
ceremonies, I thought we really 
connected with the town — I’m so 
proud of the whole team,” Foley 
said. “From then on, it was pretty 
unbelievable. We got off to that 
fast start. We’ve survived a lot 
of challenges this year, besides 
being an expansion team who no¬ 
body picked to do anything.” 

No expansion team had ever 
made the playoffs since the league 
expanded for the 1967-68 season. 

“It doesn’t bring anybody back 
or we don’t heal anybody,” Fleu¬ 
ry said. “But I hope that we’ve 
changed people’s mind a bit and 
get them to come here and have 
a good time at T-Mobile (Arena) 
and be proud of their hometown 
team.” 

Alex Tuch, Jonathan Marches- 
sault. Shea Theodore and Karls¬ 


son each scored, while Fleury 
improved to 28-11-4 after stop¬ 
ping 28 shots. 

It was also the 200th career 
victory for coach Gerard Gallant. 

Capitals 4, Rangers 2: Alex 
Ovechkin scored his NHL-lead- 
ing 45th goal and visiting Wash¬ 
ington extended its winning 
streak to four games with a vic¬ 
tory over New York. 

Kings 3, Flames 0: Anze Ko- 
pitar tied a career high with his 
34th goal, Jonathan Quick made 
23 saves and host Los Angeles 
moved back into playoff position 
by shutting out Calgary. 

Sharks 4, Blackhawks 3 (SO): 
Kevin Labanc scored the de¬ 
ciding goal in the fourth round 
of a shootout and visiting San 
Jose beat Chicago for its eighth 
straight victory. 

Panthers 3, Islanders 0: Ev- 
genii Dadonov had a goal and an 
assist, and James Reimer stopped 
32 shots for his fourth shutout of 
the season as visiting Florida 
moved closer to a playoff spot by 
blanking reeling New York. 

Coyotes 4, Lightning 1: Clay¬ 
ton Keller had a goal and an as¬ 
sist to lead visiting Arizona over 
Tampa Bay. 

Canadiens 4, Red Wings 2: 

Brendan Gallagher scored twice, 
including his 30th goal of the sea¬ 
son, and Carey Price snapped 
a seven-game losing streak as 
host Montreal defeated skidding 
Detroit. 

Hurricanes 4, Senators 1: 

Warren Foegele had a goal and an 
assist in his NHL debut, and host 
Carolina beat Ottawa. 

Sabres 3, Maple Leafs 2: Jack 
Eichel scored his second goal of 
the game midway through the 
third period to help last-place 
Buffalo end Toronto’s club-re- 
cord home winning streak at 13 
games. 



John Locher/AP 

Golden Knights goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury, right, blocks a shot 
by Colorado Avalanche left wing Gabriel Bourque during the second 
period of Monday’s game in Las Vegas. 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

‘ 4 106 273 217 

10 104 245 189 
7 97 240 223 

7 97 257 216 

6 92 251 233 

5 89 215 208 

13 89 230 228 

8 86 225 225 


x-TampaBay 76 51 21 

x-Boston 74 47 17 

Washington 76 45 24 
Toronto 76 45 24 
Pittsburgh 76 43 27 
Coiumbus 76 42 29 
Phiiadeiphia 76 38 25 
New Jersey 75 39 28 


Fiorida 74 39 28 

Caroiina 76 34 31 
N.Y. Rangers 76 33 35 
N.Y. isianders 76 31 35 
Montreai 77 28 37 
Detroit 76 27 38 

Ottawa 75 26 38 
Buffaio 76 24 40 


85 226 224 
79 212 240 
74 221 245 
72 242 276 
68 196 245 
65 194 237 
63 204 266 
60 177 250 


Western Conference 


x-Nashviiie 

x-Vegas 

x-Winnipeg 

San Jose 

Minnesota 

Anaheim 


Coioradc 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

75 48 16 11 107 243 192 

76 48 21 7 103 254 205 

75 46 19 10 102 250 196 

“ ‘ ‘ 97236206 

93 232 213 
91 217 204 
91 224 190 
90 240 222 


76 39 24 

leies 77 42 28 

76 41 27 


St. Louis 75 42 28 5 89 209 196 

Daiias 76 38 30 8 84 215 208 

Caigary 77 35 32 10 80 205 234 

Edmonton 76 34 36 6 74 221 243 

Chicago 77 31 36 10 72 217 238 

Vancouver 76 27 40 9 63 197 247 

Arizona 76 26 39 11 63 190 242 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to piayoffs. 
x-clinched piayoff spot 

Sunday’s games 
Pittsburgh 5, Phiiadeiphia 4, OT 
Winnipeg 5, Nashvilie 4, SO 
Vancouver 4, Dallas 1 
Boston 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Anaheim 5, Edmonton 4, OT 
Monday’s games 
Fiorida 3, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Carolina 4, Ottawa 1 
Buffalo 3, Toronto 2 
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Montreal 4, Detroit 2 
Arizona 4, Tampa Bay 1 
San Jose 4, Chicago 3, SO 
Vegas 4, Coiorado 1 
Los Angeies 3, Caigary 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Carolina at New Jersey 
N.Y. Isianders at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at Detroit 
Boston at Winnipeg 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashvilie 
Phiiadeiphia at Dallas 
Columbus at Edmonton 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Fiorida at Toronto 
N.Y. Rangers at Washington 
Phiiadeiphia at Coiorado 
Arizona at Vegas 

Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Buffaio 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Pittsburgh at New Jersey 
Fiorida at Ottawa 
San Jose at Nashvilie 
Daiias at Minnesota 
Winnipeg at Chicago 
Columbus at Calgary 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Arizona at Los Angeles 


Monday 

Sharks 4, Blackhawks 3 (SO) 

San Jose 111 0-4 

Chicago 2 0 1 0-3 

San Jose won shootout 2-1 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Sorensen 
5 (Hansen), 9:15. 2, Chicago, DeBrincat 
26 (Saad, Hinostroza), 15:32. 3, Chicago, 
Murphy 2, 16:50. 

Second Period— 4, San Jose, E.Kane 28 
(Boedker), 16:39. 

Third Period-5, San Jose, HertI 21 
(Goodrow), 15:41. 6, Chicago, Sharp 10 
(DeBrincat, Gustafsson), 17:38. 

Shootout— San Jose 2 (Couture G, 
Pavelski NG, Tierney NG, Labanc G), Chi¬ 
cago 1 (Kane NG, DeBrincat NG, Sharp G, 
Schmaitz NG). 

Shots on Goai— San Jose 10-15-8-5—38. 
Chicago 11-10-8-2-31. 

Power-piay opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 3; Chicago 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— San Jose, Jones 29-18-6 (31 
shots-28 saves). Chicago, Forsberg 10- 
16-4 (38-35). 

A-21,712 (19,717). T-2:37. 


Capitals 4, Rangers 2 

Washington 4 0 0—4 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 1—2 

First Period— 1, Washington, Oshie 17 
(Jerabek, Backstrom), 2:50. 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Niskanen 7 (Kuznetsov, Ovechkin), 
5:13. 3, Washington, Ovechkin 45 (Carl¬ 
son, Backstrom), 8:54 (pp). 4, Washing¬ 
ton, Kuznetsov 24 (Chiasson), 16:39 (sh). 

Second Period— 5, N.Y. Rangers, An- 
dersson 1 (Vesey), 13:16. 

Third Period— 6 , N.Y. Rangers, Zucca- 
rello 16 (Chytll, O’Gara), 4:26. 

Shots on Goai— Washington 15-10-8— 
33. N.Y. Rangers 7-16-7-30. 

Power-piay opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 3; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 4. 

Goaiies— Washington, Grubauer 14-9- 
3 (30 shots-28 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Pav- 
elec 4-7-1 (27-26), Georgiev 4-4-1 (6-3). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:26. 



Gerry Broome/AP 


The Hurricanes’ Warren Foegele, left, takes a pass as the Ottawa 
Senators’ Thomas Chabot defends during the first period of 
Monday’s game in Raleigh, N.C. The Hurricanes won 4-1. 


Coyotes 4, Lightning 1 


Arizona 0 2 2—4 

Tampa Bay 0 0 1—1 

Second Period— 1, Arizona, Murphy 1 
(Martinook, Cousins), 10:45. 2, Arizona, 
Chychrun 3 (Keiler, Panik), 17:22 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Arizona, Periini 17 
(Connauton, Strome), 10:28. 4, Tampa 
Bay, Kucherov 38 (Miller, Hedman), 14:37 
(pp). 5, Arizona, Kelier 23 (Goligoski), 
19:52. 


Shots on Goai-Arizona 12-12-11-35. 
Tampa Bay 7-6-7—20. 

Power-piay opportunities— Arizona 1 
of 4; Tampa Bay 1 of 2. 

Goaiies— Arizona, Raanta 18-16-6 (20 
shots-19 saves). Tampa Bay, Domingue 
6-9-0 (34-31). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:31. 


Hurricanes 4, Senators 1 

Ottawa 0 1 0-1 

Caroiina 1 2 1—4 

First Period— 1, Caroiina, Foegeie 1 
(D.Ryan, van Riemsdyk), 18:52. 

Second Period— 2, Ottawa, B.Ryan 
10 (Duchene, Dzingel), 9:39. 3, Carolina, 
Zykov 3 (Foegele, D.Ryan), 14:38. 4, Caro¬ 
lina, McGinn 15 (Slavin, Staal), 16:16. 

Third Period— 5, Carolina, Aho 27 
(Fleury), 18:01. 

Shots on Goai— Ottawa 5-7-8—20. Car¬ 
olina 11-10-9-30. 

Power-piay opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 2; Carolina Oof 2. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Anderson 21-23-6 
(29 shots-26 saves). Carolina, Ward 22- 
13-4 (20-19). 

A-10,817 (18,680). T-2:14. 

Kings 3, Flames 0 

Calgary 0 0 0-0 

Los Angeles 0 2 1—3 

Second Period— 1, Los Angeles, Pha- 
neuf 7 (Kempe), 4:04 (pp). 2, Los Angeles, 
Kopitar 34 (Phaneuf, Brown), 11:55 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Los Angeles, Carter 
10 (Brown, Kopitar), 8:24 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Calgary 7-8-8—23. Los 
Angeles 8-11-10—29. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 0 
of 3; Los Angeles 3 of 5. 

Goalies-Calgary, Smith 24-22-6 (29 
shots-26 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 31- 
27-2 (23-23). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:33. 


Panthers 3, Islanders 0 

Florida 1 2 0-3 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 0-0 

First Period—1, Florida, Yandle 8 (Bar¬ 
kov, Dadonov), 11:38. 


Dadonov 24 (Reimer, Yandle), 6:09. 

Third Period— None. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 16-19-6—41. 
N.Y. Islanders 10-11-11-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 6; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies- Florida, Reimer 20-13-5 (32 
shots-32 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gibson 
2-2-2 (41-38). 

A-10,951 (15,795). T-2:45. 


Sabres 3, Maple Leafs 2 

Buffalo 1 0 2-3 

Toronto 0 2 0—2 

First Period-1, Buffalo, Eichel 23 (Gir- 
gensons), 3:23. 

Second Period— 2, Toronto, Kadri 30 

(Marleau, Marner), 17:31. 3, Toronto, 

Marleau 24 (Matthews, Gardiner), 18:42 
(pp). 

Third Period-4, Buffalo, Nelson 3 (Ok- 
poso, Larsson), 7:56. 5, Buffalo, Eichel 24 
(Girgensons, Pominville), 9:37. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 7-11-9-27. To¬ 
ronto 14-15-12-41. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 0; Toronto 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Johnson 9-12-3 (41 
shots-39 saves). Toronto, Andersen 35- 
20-5 (27-24). 

A-19,108 (18,819). T-2:23. 


Canadians 4, Red Wings 2 

Detroit 1 1 0-2 

Montreal 12 1-4 

First Period— 1, Detroit, Nyquist 20 
(Zetterberg, Bertuzzi), 4:41. 2, Montreal, 
Byron 19 (Galchenyuk, Retry), 18:11 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Montreal, Galla¬ 
gher 29 (Juulsen, AIzner), 4:27. 4, Mon¬ 
treal, Gallagher 30 (Reilly, Drouin), 9:32. 
5, Detroit, Bertuzzi 4 (Ericsson, Nyquist), 
13:41. 

Third Period— 6 , Montreal, Galchenyuk 
18 (Retry, Drouin), 15:34 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 9-9-10-28. 
Montreal 15-7-9-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 1; Montreal 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Detroit, Coreau 0-4-0 (31 
shots-27 saves). Montreal, Price 16-24-6 
(28-26). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:29. 


Goiden Knights 4, Avaianche 1 

Colorado 0 1 0—1 


Colorado, Johnson 9 (Comeau, _ 

13:41. 3, Vegas, Marchessault 25 (Theo¬ 
dore, Karlsson), 14:16 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Vegas, Theodore 5 
(Haula, Neal), 1:31. 5, Vegas, Karlsson 40 
(Marchessault), 19:44. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 13-12-4—29. 
Vegas 6-9-15-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
0 of 3; Vegas 2 of 4. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 23-16-6 
(29 shots-26 saves). Vegas, Fleury 28-11- 
4 (29-28). 

A-18,326 (17,367). T-2:27. 

Scoring ieaders 

Through Monday 

GP G A PTS 

Connor McDavid, EDM 76 39 60 99 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 74 38 58 96 

Evgeni Malkin, PIT 72 42 50 92 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 68 38 54 92 

Claude Giroux, PHI 76 26 65 91 

Anze Kopitar, LA 77 34 54 88 

Steven Stamkos, TB 75 27 59 86 

Phil Kessel, PIT 76 30 55 85 















Wednesday, March 28,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 27 


NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 54 20 .730 - 

X-Boston 51 23 .689 3 

x-Cleveland 44 29 .603 9'/2 

x-Philadelphia 43 30 .589 lO'/a 

x-Indiana 43 31 .581 11 

Washington 40 33 .548 13'/2 

Milwaukee 39 34 .534 WA 

Miami 39 35 .527 15 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

New York 

Chicago 

Brooklyn 

Orlando 

Atlanta 


34 40 .459 20 

34 41 .453 20'/2 

27 48 .360 27'/2 

24 49 .329 29'/2 

23 51 .311 31 

22 51 .301 31'/2 

21 53 .284 33 


Western Conference 

W L Pet GB 

y-Houston 60 14 .811 - 

y-Golden State 54 19 .740 5'/2 

Portland 45 28 .616 14'/2 

Oklahoma City 44 31 .587 16'/2 

San Antonio 43 31 .581 17 

New Orleans 43 31 .581 17 

Utah 42 32 .568 18 

Minnesota 42 33 .560 18'/2 

Denver 40 34 .541 20 

L.A. Clippers 39 34 .534 20'/2 

L.A. Lakers 32 41 .438 27'/2 

Sacramento 24 50 .324 36 

Dallas 22 51 .301 37'/2 

Memphis 20 54 .270 40 

Phoenix 19 56 .253 41'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Cleveland 121, Brooklyn 114 
Milwaukee 106, San Antonio 103 
Indiana 113, Miami 107, OT 
Boston 104, Sacramento 93 
L.A. Clippers 117, Toronto 106 
New York 101, Washington 97 
Portland 108, Oklahoma City 105 
Houston 118, Atlanta 99 
Utah no. Golden State 91 

Monday’s games 
Charlotte 137, New York 128, OT 
Detroit 112, L.A. Lakers 106 
Philadelphia 123, Denver 104 
Memphis 101, Minnesota 93 
Boston 102, Phoenix 94 

Tuesday’s games 
San Antonio at Washington 
Denver at Toronto 
Chicago at Houston 
Cleveland at Miami 
Portland at New Orleans 
Dallas at Sacramento 
Indiana at Golden State 
Milwaukee at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Orlando 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Portland at Memphis 
Boston at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at Detroit 
Chicago at Miami 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
Indiana at Sacramento 
Milwaukee at Golden State 

Monday 

Celtics 102, Suns 94 

BOSTON - Tatum 10-18 1-1 23, Horford 
7-12 2-2 19, Baynes 2-2 0-0 4, Rozier 4-16 
4-4 16, Brown 3-11 0-0 7, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 
0, Nader 1-4 0-0 3, Morris 6-8 5-5 20, Ya- 
busele 0-0 0-0 0, Monroe 3-8 2-2 8, Larkin 

1- 8 0-0 2, Allen 0-0 0-0 0, Bird 0-0 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 37-87 14-14 102. 

PHOENIX - Jackson 9-15 4-9 23, Bend¬ 
er 1-7 0-0 3, Chriss 6-8 0-2 13, Payton 0-1 
0-0 0, Daniels 6-16 0-0 18, Dudley 0-10-0 0, 
Williams 1-4 1-2 3, Len 3-8 2-2 8, Ulis 7-12 

3- 4 19, Harrison 1-3 0-0 2, Reed 2-6 0-0 5. 
Totals 36-81 10-19 94. 

Boston 31 17 29 25-102 

Phoenix 15 30 20 29- 94 

Three-point goals—Boston 14-29 (Ro¬ 
zier 4-11, Horford 3-4, Morris 3-4, Tatum 

2- 4, Brown 1-1, Nader 1-3, Larkin 0-2), 
Phoenix 12-35 (Daniels 6-14, Ulis 2-3, 
Jackson 1-3, Chriss 1-3, Reed 1-5, Bender 
1-6, Dudley 0-1). Rebounds—Boston 44 
(Horford 9), Phoenix 47 (Bender 10). As¬ 
sists—Boston 24 (Horford 7), Phoenix 18 
(Ulis 8). Total Fouls—Boston 19, Phoenix 
18. A-18,055 (18,055). 

Grizzlies 101, T-wolves 93 

MEMPHIS - Martin 5-13 0-0 11, Green 

4- 9 1-2 11, Gasol 7-16 2-2 20, Harrison 5- 
12 0-0 11, D.Brooks 1-5 0-2 2, Parsons 1-3 
0-0 3, Davis 2-2 0-0 4, Simmons 0-0 0-0 0, 
Chalmers 4-6 2-2 10, McLemore 2-4 0-0 6, 
Selden 9-14 1-1 23. Totals 40-84 6-9 101. 


MINNESOTA 


- BjelicaO-5 0-0 0, Gibson 
/ns 5-13 3-4 15, J.Teague 7- 
13 lu-10 Zb, Wiggins 7-17 3-5 18, Dieng 3-7 
0-0 7, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Crawford 3-12 1-1 
10. Totals 33-79 19-24 93. 

Memphis 26 33 19 23-101 

Minnesota 25 34 23 11- 93 

Three-point goals—Memphis 15-31 
(Selden 4-6, Gasol 4-7, McLemore 2-3, 
Green 2-3, Parsons 1-1, Martin 1-4, Har¬ 
rison 1-5, D.Brooks 0-1, Chalmers 0-1), 
Minnesota 8-24 (Crawford 3-8, Towns 2-4, 
J.Teague 1-1, Dieng 1-3, Wiggins 1-5, Bjel- 
ica 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Memphis 35 (Green 11), Minnesota 37 
(Towns 12). Assists—Memphis 25 (Ga¬ 
sol 6), Minnesota 21 (J.Teague 7). Total 
Fouls—Memphis 23, Minnesota 15. Tech- 
nicals-Chalmers. A-16,290 (18,798). 


76ers 123, Nuggets 104 

DENVER - Chandler 3-8 1-2 8, Millsap 
5-11 6-11 16, Jokic 4-14 5-6 14, Murray 7-18 
1-1 17, Barton 8-15 4-4 25, Hernangomez 
1-2 0-0 3, Lyles 2-4 0-0 4, Plumlee 3-3 1-4 7, 
D.Harris 1-6 3-4 5, Beasley 1-1 0-0 3, Craig 
1-3 0-2 2. Totals 36-85 21-34 104. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 6-11 2- 
2 18, Saric 7-14 3-3 20, Embiid 6-12 8-10 
20, Simmons 3-8 1-2 7, Redick 6-11 3-4 19, 
Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Holmes 1-1 0-0 2, Ilyas¬ 
ova 5-8 0-2 11, Fultz 5-13 0-0 10, McCon¬ 
nell 1-2 1-2 3, Korkmaz 0-0 0-0 0, Belinelli 

5-8 0-0 11. Totals 46-91 18-25 123. 

Denver 27 32 15 30-104 

Philadelphia 23 28 34 38-123 

Three-point goals—Denver 11-32 (Bar¬ 
ton 5-8, Murray 2-8, Beasley 1-1, Jokic 1-2, 
Hernangomez 1-2, Chandler 1-4, Millsap 
0-2, Lyles 0-2, D.Harris 0-3), Philadelphia 
13-29 (Redick 4-6, Covington 4-8, Saric 

3-7, Ilyasova 1-2, Belinelli 1-3, Simmons 
0-1, Johnson 0-1, Embiid 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 37 (Mill¬ 
sap 9), Philadelphia 54 (Simmons, Em¬ 
biid 13). Assists—Denver 27 (Chandler 
7), Philadelphia 35 (Simmons 11). Total 
Fouls—Denver 21, Philadelphia 28. Tech- 
nicals-D.Harris. A-20,585 (21,600). 

Hornets 137, Knicks 128 (OT) 

NEW YORK - Thomas 1-4 0-0 3, Beas¬ 
ley 12-22 2-2 27, Kanter 7-13 1-1 15, Burke 
19-31 1-1 42, Hardaway Jr. 5-12 5-5 17, 
T.Williams 1-2 0-0 2, Hicks 0-0 0-0 0, Kor- 
net 2-6 2-2 8, Ntilikina 6-10 0-0 12, Lee 1-5 
0-0 2. Totals 54-105 11-11 128. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-8 1-4 
9, M.Williams 6-10 1-1 13, Howard 9-15 5- 
5 23, Walker 11-21 5-5 31, Batum 3-5 2-3 
9, Bacon 3-7 1-1 7, Kaminsky 3-6 3-3 10, 
Hernangomez 5-7 2-2 12, Monk 4-7 0-0 11, 
Lamb 3-7 4-4 12. Totals 51-93 24-28 137. 
New York 22 27 33 35 11-128 

Charlotte 27 35 25 30 20-137 

Three-point goals—New York 9-30 
(Burke 3-9, Kornet 2-4, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, 
Thomas 1-2, Beasley 1-4, T.Williams 0-1, 
Ntilikina 0-1, Lee 0-2), Charlotte 11-28 
(Walker 4-12, Monk 3-6, Lamb 2-4, Batum 

1- 1, Kaminsky 1-2, M.Williams 0-1, Bacon 
0-1, Howard 0-1). Fouled Out—Ntilikina. 
Rebounds—New York 41 (Kanter 13), 
Charlotte 43 (Howard 13). Assists—New 
York 25 (Burke 12), Charlotte 25 (Walker 
7). Total Fouls—New York 27, Char¬ 
lotte 12. Technicals—Howard. A—14,487 
(19,077). 

Pistons 112, Lakers 106 

L.A. LAKERS - Kuzma 8-15 2-3 20, Randle 
7-13 9-10 23, Lopez 6-16 2-4 14, Ball 7-8 0-0 
15, Caldwell-Pope 5-17 0-0 13, Wear 0-2 4- 
4 4, Frye 2-2 0-0 4, Bryant 0-0 0-0 0, Zubac 

2- 5 3-4 7, Ennis 3-7 0-0 6, Payton II 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 40-85 20-25 106. 

DETROIT (112) 

Johnson 2-9 0-0 4, Griffin 6-9 1-3 15, 
Drummond 5-16 5-6 15, Jackson 9-22 0-0 
20, Bullock 7-14 0-0 16, Ennis III 3-5 0-0 
7, Tolliver 4-9 4-4 15, Moreland 0-0 1-2 1, 
Smith 5-9 0-0 12, Kennard 3-7 0-0 7. Totals 
44-100 11-15 112. 

L.A. Lakers 29 26 21 30-106 

Detroit 26 27 28 31-112 

Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 6-23 
(Caldwell-Pope 3-10, Kuzma 2-6, Ball 1-1, 
Wear 0-2, Lopez 0-4), Detroit 13-33 (Toll¬ 
iver 3-7, Smith 2-2, Bullock 2-3, Griffin 
2-3, Jackson 2-6, Ennis III 1-3, Kennard 
1-5, Drummond 0-1, Johnson 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Griffin. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 47 
(Randle, Kuzma 11), Detroit 50 (Drum¬ 
mond 18). Assists—L.A. Lakers 29 (Ball 
11), Detroit 21 (Johnson 6). Total Fouls— 
L.A. Lakers 20, Detroit 26. Technicals— 
Randle, Griffin. A-18,718 (21,000). 

Calendar 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA Draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 - NBA Finals begin. 




Carlos Osorio/AP 

Detroit Pistons forward Blake 
Griffin, right, attempts to drive 
around Los Angeles Lakers 
guard Lonzo Ball during the 
first half Monday in Detroit. The 
Pistons won 112-106. 



Matt Slocum/AP 


The Philadelphia 76ers’ Markelle Fultz, front, is doused with water by teammate Robert Covington after 
Monday’s 123-104 win over the Nuggets in Philadelphia. Fultz played for the first time since October. 

Roundup 


Fultz returns for Philly 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Markelle 
Fultz heard 20,000 fans chanting 
“Fultz! Fultz! Fultz!” and for a 
fleeting moment he thought they 
were serenading Philly’s most 
popular athlete. 

“I thought they were saying 
‘Nick Foies,’” Fultz said of the 
Super Bowl MVP for the cham¬ 
pion Philadelphia Eagles. 

“Then I realized it, and it was 
pretty dope. These fans are great, 
and I love them.” 

The Sixers and their fans want¬ 
ed the No. 1 pick to play and — 
after five often-confusing months 
— they got him. 

Fultz scored 10 points and had 
eight assists in his first game since 
October, helping the Philadelphia 
76ers beat the Denver Nuggets 
123-104 on Monday night. 

The first selection of the 2017 
draft shot an airball, had three 
shots blocked and artfully attacked 
the lane, flashing glimpses of what 
has made him both a mystery proj¬ 
ect and prominent prospect. 

With Philadelphia having 
clinched a playoff berth for the 
first time since 2012, Fultz de¬ 
cided the time was right to re¬ 
turn from the injured shoulder 
and busted confidence that had 
cost him all but four games of his 
rookie season. 

Fultz was on a media blackout 
in his absence and said nothing 
in his public return to clarify his 
situation. 

He basically ignored the first 
two questions about his shoulder. 


and instead thanked teammates 
and coaches for their support 
during rehab. 

Why was today the day to play? 

“Just woke up and it was that 
day,” he said. 

His next two answers were 
as empty as his stat line since 
October. 

Did he do something to hurt his 
shoulder or just feel soreness? 

Fultz rubbed his face and 
stared straight without talking 
and grabbed a towel someone 
tossed him. His wiped his face 
during a few more seconds of 
awkward silence. 

Why not talk about the injury? 

Blank stare. 

Fultz sparked the 76ers at times 
in actions, certainly not words, in 
a reserve role. 

“He looked confident,” coach 
Brett Brown said. “I thought it 
was a real, sort of bold, gutsy ef¬ 
fort that he made given where he 
was — now, where he is.” 

The 19-year-old Fultz played 
the 76ers’ first four games of the 
season before he was ruled out 
indefinitely in October with sore¬ 
ness and a scapular muscle im¬ 
balance in the shoulder. 

The Sixers aren’t sure what 
they’ll get out of Fultz as they 
push toward 50 wins. 

“That is a great unknown,” 
team president Bryan Colangelo 
said. “I’m not sure I have the an¬ 
swer. We will have to ... certainly 
not judge tonight as the sole case 
of what to expect going forward.” 

Fultz checked in to a standing 


ovation with 2:54 left in the first 
quarter and drove down the base¬ 
line for a quick basket. 

Grizzlies 101, Timberwolves 
93: Wayne Selden scored 23 
points, Marc Gasol had 20 points, 
10 rebounds and six assists, anci 
Memphis snapped a 17-game 
road losing streak 

Selden and Gasol each hit four 
three-pointers as Memphis went 
15-for-31 from beyond the arc 
while dealing a blow to Minneso¬ 
ta’s playoff hopes. 

Hornets 137, Knicks 128 
(OT): Kemba Walker had 11 points 
of his 31 points and three assists 
in overtime, and host Charlotte 
earned its fourth straight victory. 

Walker hit a late three-pointer 
to help send the game into over¬ 
time and then took over. 

Celtics 102, Suns 94: Jayson 
Tatum scored 23 points, Marcus 
Morris added 20 in three quar¬ 
ters before leaving with an injury 
and Boston beat host Phoenix. 

Tatum surpassed 1,000 points 
for the season, and Boston won its 
fourth straight to move to three 
games behind the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors for first place in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Pistons 112, Lakers 106: 

Reggie Jackson scored 20 points 
and Reggie Bullock had 16, 
leading host Detroit past Los 
Angeles. 

Detroit (34-40) won for the 
fourth time in five games, but 
trails idle Miami by five games 
for the final Eastern Conference 
playoff spot. 
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East 

Boston Red Sox 

2017: 93-69, first place, lost to Houston in 
ALDS. 

Manager: Alex Cora (first season). 

He’s Here: DH J.D. Martinez. 

Projected Lineup: RF Mookie Betts (.264, 24 
HRs, 102 RBIs), LF Andrew Benintendi (.271, 20, 
90), IB Hanley Ramirez (.242, 23, 62) or Mitch Mo¬ 
reland (.246, 22, 79), DH J.D. Martinez (.303, 45, 

- 104), 3B Rafael Devers (.284, 10, 30 in 58 games), 

SS Xander Bogaerts (.273, 10, 62), CF Jackie Bradley Jr. (.245, 17, 63), C 
Christian Vazquez (.290, 5, 32) or Sandy Leon (.225, 7, 39), 2B Eduardo 
Nunez (.313, 12, 58) or Dustin Pedroia (.293, 7, 62), expected to be out 
until late May following knee surgery). 

Rotation: LH Chris Sale (17-8, 2.90 ERA, MLB-best 308 Ks, MLB-high 
2141/3 IP), LH David Price (6-3, 3.38, 11 starts, 5 relief appearances), RH 
Rick Porcello (11-17, 4.65), LH Drew Pomeranz (17-6, 3.32, expected to 
begin season on disabled list with strained left forearm), RH Hector 
Velazquez (3-1, 2.92) or RH Steven Wright (1-3, 8.25 in 5 starts) or LH 
Eduardo Rodriguez (6-7,4.19). 

Key Reiievers: RH Craig Kimbrel (5-0, 1.43, 35/39 saves), RH Carson 
Smith (0-0, 1.35, 1 save in 8 games), RH Matt Barnes (7-3, 3.88), RH Joe 
Kelly (4-1,2.79), RH Tyler Thornburg (injured in 2017, expected to begin 
season on DL). 

Outlook: The Red Sox won 93 games last year for the second straight 
season and claimed the franchise’s first back-to-back AL East titles. 

New York Yankees 

2017: 91-71, second place, wild card, lost to 
Houston in ALCS. 

Manager: Aaron Boone (first season). 

He’s Here: OF Giancarlo Stanton, 2B Neil Walk¬ 
er, 3B Brandon Drury. 

I Projected Lineup: LF Brett Gardner (.264, 21 
HRs, 63 RBIs), RF Aaron Judge (.284, AL-leading 
52, 114), IB Greg Bird (.190, 9, 28), DH Giancarlo 
I Stanton (.281, MLB-leading 59, MLB-best 132), 
C Gary Sanchez (.278, 33, 90), SS Didi Gregorius 
(.287, 25, 87), CF Aaron Hicks (.266, 15, 52), 2B Neil Walker (.265, 14, 49), 
3B Brandon Drury (.267, 13, 63). 

Rotation: RH Luis Severino (14-8,2.98 ERA, 230 Ks in 193/3 IP), RH Ma- 
sahiro Tanaka (13-12, 4.74,194 Ks), LH CC Sabathia (14-5, 3.69), RH Son¬ 
ny Gray (10-12, 3.55), LH Jordan Montgomery (9-7, 3.88 in 29 starts). 

Key Reiievers: LH Aroldis Chapman (4-3, 3.22, 22/26 saves, 69 Ks, 
50/3 IP), RH David Robertson (9-2,1.48,14/16 saves), RH Dellin Betances 
(3-6, 2.87, 10/13 saves, 100 Ks, 50% IP), RH Tommy Kahnie (2-4, 2.59, 96 
Ks in 62% IP), RH Chad Green (5-0, 1.83, 103 Ks in 69 IP), RH Adam War¬ 
ren (3-2, 2.35), LH Chasen Shreve (4-1, 3.77). 

Outlook: New York figures to score a lot and strike out a lot, a rea¬ 
son the Yankees signed the switch-hitting, high-contact Walker dur¬ 
ing spring training. Drury also was a late addition, enabling New York 
to start prospects Gleyber Torres and Miguel Andujar in the minors. 
Hicks missed nearly half of last season with oblique injuries but has 
displaced Jacoby Ellsbury as the regular center fielder. 

Tampa Bay Rays 

2017: 80-82, third place. 

Manager: Kevin Cash (fourth season). 

He’s Here: OF Denard Span, IB C.J. Cron, RHP 
Nathan Eovaldi, OF Jake Bauers. 

Projected Lineup: LF Denard Span (.272,12 HRs, 
43 RBIs), CF Kevin Kiermaier (.276, 15, 39), C Wil¬ 
son Ramos (.260, 11, 35), RF Carlos Gomez (.255, 
17, 51), IB C.J. Cron (.248, 16, 56), DH Brad Miller 
(.201, 9, 40), 3B Matt Duffy (sidelined by Achilles 
tendon injury), 2B Daniel Robertson (.206, 5, 19) 
or Joey Wendle (.285, 8, 54 with Triple-A Nashville), SS Adeiny Hecha- 
varria (.261, 8, 30). 

Rotation: RH Chris Archer (10-12, 4.07 ERA, 249 Ks in 34 starts), LH 
Blake Snell (5-7, 4.04 in 24 starts), RH Nathan Eovaldi (missed season 
following Tommy John surgery), RH Jake Faria (5-4, 3.43 in 16 games, 
14 start^. 

Key Reiievers: RH Alex Colome (2-3, 3.24, 47/53 saves), RH Matt 
Andriese (5-5, 4.50), RH Sergio Romo (3-1, 3.56 in 55 appearances; 2-0, 
1.47 in 25 games), LH Dan Jennings (3-1, 3.45 in 77 games), RH Andrew 
Kittredge (0-1,1.76 in 15 games), RH Chaz Roe (0-0,9.00 in 3 games), RH 
Austin Pruitt (7-5, 5.31), LH Joe Alvarado (0-3, 3.64). 

Outiook: The Rays sport a new look after a winter of trimming p&y- 
roll. In addition to the departures of Cobb and Odorizzi, the heart of a 
batting order that hit a club-record 228 homers — Longoria, Dickerson, 
Souza and Morrison — is gone, too. 

I Toronto Blue Jays 

2017: 76-86, fourth place. 

Manager: John Gibbons (sixth season of sec¬ 
ond stint, 11th overall with Blue Jays). 

He’s Here: LHP Jaime Garcia, OF Randal 
Grichuk, OF Curtis Granderson, RHP Seung-hwan 
Oh, INF Yangervis Solarte, INF Aledmys Diaz, RHP 
John Axford, RHP Tyler Clippard, INF Danny Espi¬ 
nosa, RHP Taylor Guerrieri, INF Gift Ngoepe, LHP 
' Sam Moll, RHP Sam Gaviglio. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Devon Travis (.259, 5 HRs, 
24 RBIs), 3B Josh Donaldson (.270, 33, 78), IB Justin Smoak (.270, 38, 
90), DH Kendrys Morales (.250, 28, 85), LF Steve Pearce (.252,13, 37) or 
Curtis Granderson (.212, 26, 64), C Russell Martin (.221, 13, 35), SS Troy 
Tulowitzki (.249, 7, 26), RF Randal Grichuk (.238, 22, 59), CF Kevin Pillar 
(.256, 16, 42). 

Rotation: LH J.A. Happ (10-11, 3.53 ERA), RH Aaron Sanchez (1-3, 4.25 
in 8 games), RH Marco Estrada (10-9, 4.98), RH Marcus Stroman (13-9, 
3.09), LH Jaime Garcia (5-10, 4.41). 

Key Reiievers: RH Roberto Osuna (3-4, 3.39, 39/49 saves), RH Ryan 
Tepera (7-1,3.59,2 saves), RH Danny Barnes (3-6,3.55), RH Seung Hwan 
Oh (1-6, 4.10, 20 saves), LH Aaron Loup (2-3, 3.75), RH John Axford (0-1, 
6.43), RH Tyler Clippard (2-8, 4.77, 5 saves). 

Outiook: The powerful Yankees and reigning division champion Red 
Sox are considered playoff favorites in the AL East, so the expectation 
is the Blue Jays will be left to compete for the second wild card. If Don¬ 
aldson and Smoak help the offense rebound from last season’s injury- 
induced stumble the Blue Jays might be able to mount a playoff push. 

I Baltimore Orioles 

2017: 75-87, fifth place. 

Manager: Buck Showalter (ninth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Alex Cobb, RHP Andrew Cash- 
-ler, OF Colby Rasmus, LHP Nestor Cortes Jr., C An¬ 
drew Susac, INF Engelb Vielma, OF Austin Hays. 

Projected Lineup: LF Trey Mancini (.293, 24 
HRs, 78 RBIs), 2B Jonathan Schoop (.293, 32, 105), 
SS Manny Machado (.259, 33, 95), CF Adam Jones 
' (.285, 26, 73), IB Chris Davis (.215, 26, 61), 3B Tim 
Beckham (.259, 12, 36 in 87 games with Rays; .306, 10, 26 in 50 games 
with Orioles), DH MarkTrumbo (.234, 23, 65), RF Colby Rasmus (.281, 9, 
23), C Caleb Joseph (.256,8, 28). 

Rotation: RH Dylan Bundy (13-9, 4.24 ERA, 152 Ks), RH Kevin Gaus- 
man (11-12, 4.68, 179 Ks), RH Alex Cobb (12-10, 3.66), RH Andrew Cash- 
ner (11-11, 3.40), RH Chris Tillman (1-7, 7.84) or RH Miguel Castro (3-3, 
3.53). 

Key Reiievers: RH Brad Brach (4-5, 3.18, 18/24 saves), RH Darren 
O’Day (2-3, 3.43, 2 saves), LH Richard Bleier (2-1, 1.99), RH Mychal Giv¬ 
ens (8-1, 2.75). 

Outiook: The Orioles were 25-16 and in first place last year before 
fading to their first losing season since 2011. The prospect for improve¬ 
ment will rest on a power-laden lineup that needs Davis and Trumbo 
to rebound from poor performances, but both sluggers fought through 
injuries this spring and Trumbo will be on the disabled list on opening 






Central 

Cleveland Indians 

2017: 102-60, first place, lost to Yankees in 
ALDS. 

Manager: Terry Francona (sixth season). 

He’s Here: IB-DH Yonder Alonso, LF Rajai Da¬ 
vis, RHP Alexi Ogando. 

Projected Lineup: SS Francisco Lindor (.273, 
33 HRs, 89 RBIs), 2B Jason Kipnis (.232, 12, 35), 
3B Jose Ramirez (.318, 29, 83), DH Edwin Encar- 
nacion (.258, 38, 107), IB Yonder Alonso (.266, 28, 
67), RF Lonnie Chisenhall (.288, 12, 53), C Roberto Perez (.207, 8, 38) or 
Yan Gomes (.232, 14, 56), CF Bradley Zimmer (.241, 8, 39), LF Michael 
Brantley (.299, 9, 52) or Rajai Davis (.235, 5, 20). 

Rotation: RH Corey Kluber (18-4, 2.25 ERA, 265 Ks, 2nd Cy Young 
Award), RH Carlos Carrasco (18-6, 3.29, 226 Ks), RH Trevor Bauer (17- 

9, 4.19, 10-1 in final 13 starts), RH Mike Clevinger (12-6, 3.11, 137 Ks in 
121% innings), RH Danny Salazar (5-6, 4.28,12.67 Ks per 9 innings). 

Key Reiievers: RH Cody Allen (3-7, 2.94, 30/34 saves, 96 saves past 3 
seasons), LH Andrew Miller (4-3,1.44, 2 saves), RH Dan Otero (3-0, 2.85, 
walked just 19 of 511 batters since 2016), LH Tyler Olson (1-0, 0.00 in 20 
innings over 30 games), RH Zack McAllister (2-2,2.61 in 50 games). 

Outiook: No team has felt postseason pain lately quite like the In¬ 
dians. They blew a 3-1 lead and lost the 2016 World Series to the Cubs, 
and squandered a 2-0 advantage in last year’s best-of-five Division Se¬ 
ries against the Yankees. With arguably baseball’s strongest rotation 
led by Kluber, the Indians are poised to possibly end a championship 
drought approaching its 70th anniversary. 

IWinnesota Twins 

2017: 85-77, second place, lost to Yankees in 
wild-card game. 

Manager: Paul Molitor (fourth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Lance Lynn, RHP Jake Odorizzi, 
DH-IB Logan Morrison, RHP Fernando Rodney, 
RHP Addison Reed, LHP Zach Duke, SS-3B Erick 
Aybar, RHP Michael Pineda. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Brian Dozier (.271, 34 

_ HRs), IB Joe Mauer (.305, 7, 71), 3B Miguel Sano 

(.264, 28, 77, 173 Ks in 114 games), DH Logan Morrison (.246, 38, 85), LF 
Eddie Rosario (.290, 27, 78), SS Eduardo Escobar (.254, 21, 73), CF Byron 
Buxton (.253, 16, 51), RF Max Kepler (.243, 19, 69), C Jason Castro (.242, 

10, 47). 

Rotation: RH Ervin Santana (16-8, 3.28 ERA, 5 CGs, 211% IP, expected 
to begin season on DL), RH Jose Berrios (14-8,3.89), RH Lance Lynn (11- 
8, 3.43 with Cardinals), RH Jake Odorizzi (10-8,4.14 with Rays), RH Kyle 
Gibson (12-10, 5.07). 

Key Reiievers: RH Fernando Rodney (5-4, 4.23, 39/45 saves with Dia¬ 
mondbacks), RH Addison Reed (2-3, 2.84, 19 saves with Mets and Red 
Sox), LH Taylor Rogers (7-3,3.07), LH Zach Duke (1-1,3.93 in 18% IP with 
Cardinals), RH Ryan Pressly (2-3, 4.70), RH Trevor Hildenberger (3-3, 
3.21,1 save), RH Phil Hughes (4-3,5.87 in 53% IP). 

Outiook: After their massive 26-win turnaround last season, earning 
Molitor the AL Manager of the Year award and a new contract through 
the 2020 season, the Twins were already on the upswing. 

Kansas City Royals 

2017: 80-82, third place. 

Manager: Ned Yost (ninth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Jesse Hahn, CF Jon Jay, IB Lu¬ 
cas Duda, RHP Wily Peralta, RHP Justin Grimm. 

Projected Lineup: CF Jon Jay (.296, 2 HRs, 34 
RBIs), 2B Whit Merrifield (.288, 19, 78), 3B Mike 
Moustakas (.272, 38, 85), C Salvador Perez (.268, 
27, 80), IB Lucas Duda (.217, 30, 64), DH Jorge Sol- 
er (.144,2, 6), LF Alex Gordon (.208,9,45), RF Paulo 
Orlando (.198, 2, 6), SS Alcides Escobar (.250, 6, 

iy Duffy (9-10, 3.81 ERA), RH Ian Kennedy (5-13, 
5.38), RH Jason Hammel (8-13, 5.29), RH Jakob Junis (9-3, 4.30), RH Nate 
Karns (2-2, 4.17). 

Key Reiievers: RH Kelvin Herrera (3-3, 4.25, 26/31 saves), RH Wily 
Peralta (5-4, 7.85 in 19 games, 8 starts), RH Brandon Maurer (2-2, 8.10 
in 26 games with Royals; 1-4, 5.72 in 42 games with Padres), RH Jus¬ 
tin Grimm (1-2, 5.53), LH Brian Flynn (5-3, 5.40 at Triple-A Omaha), RH 
Kevin McCarthy (1-0, 3.20), RH Brad Keller (10-9, 4.68 ERA at Double-A 
Jackson). 

Outiook: This was supposed to be a rebuilding year in Kansas City, 
when most of the Royals’ top players hit free agency en masse. With 
Moustakas and Escobar finding little market, both returned to Kansas 
City with prove-it contracts. That gives the Royals a fighting chance to 
stay competitive into July, and then all bets are off. 



Cliicago Wliite Sox 

2017: 67-95, fourth place. 


Manager: Rick Renter! 


Castillo. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Yoan Moncada (.231, 8 
HRs, 22 RBIs), RF Avisail Garcia (.330, 18, 80), IB 
Jose Abreu (.304,33,102), DH Matt Davidson (.220, 
26, 68), C Welington Castillo (.282, 20, 53), SS Tim 
Anderson (.257, 17, 56), 3B Yolmer Sanchez (.267, 
12, 59), LF Nicky Delmonico (.262, 9, 23), CF Adam Engel (.166, 6, 21). 

Rotation: RH James Shields (5-7, 5.23 ERA), RH Lucas Giolito (3-3, 
2.38), RH Reynaldo Lopez (3-3,4.72), RH Miguel Gonzalez (8-13,4.62), RH 
Carson Fulmer (3-1,3.86) or LH Hector Santiago (4-8, 5.63). 

Key Reiievers: RH Nate Jones (1-0, 2.31, 11 appearances), LH Luis 
Avilan (2-3, 2.93), RH Joakim Soria (4-3, 3.70, 1 save), RH Juan Minaya 
(3-2, 4.53, 9 saves), RH Gregory Infante (2-1, 3.13), RH Danny Farquhar 
(4-2, 4.20). 

Outiook: For a team with five straight losing seasons and a record 
that ranked among baseball’s worst last year, the White Sox are gen¬ 
erating plenty of buzz. That’s because they’re loaded with promising 
young players after going all-in on a rebuild prior to last season. The 
moves have sparked a belief that better days are ahead. Moncada and 
hard-throwing pitchers Giolito and Lopez showed promise in the majors 
last season. Right-hander Michael Kopech, outfielder Eloy Jimenez and 
outfielder Luis Robert are elite prospects on their way in the minors. 

Detroit Tigers 

2017: 64-98, fifth place. 

Manager: Ron Gardenhire (first season). 

He’s Here: OF Leonys Martin, RHP Mike Fiers, 
LHP Francisco Liriano, OF Victor Reyes. 

Projected Lineup: CF Leonys Martin (.172, 3 
HRs, 9 RBIs), 3B Jeimer Candelario (.283, 3, 16), 
IB Miguel Cabrera (.249,16, 60), RF Nicholas Cas¬ 
tellanos (.272, 26, 101), DH Victor Martinez (.255, 
10, 47), C James McCann (.253, 13, 49), LF Mikie 
Mahtook (.276, 12, 38), SS Jose Iglesias (.255, 6, 54), 2B Dixon Machado 
(.259, 1, 11). 

Rotation: RH Michael Fulmer (10-12, 3.83 ERA), RH Jordan Zimmer- 
mann (8-13, 6.08), LH Francisco Liriano (6-7, 5.66), RH Mike Fiers (8-10, 
5.22), LH Daniel Norris (5-8, 5.31) or LH Matthew Boyd (6-11, 5.27). 

Key Relievers: RH Shane Greene (4-3, 2.66, 9/13 saves), RH Joe Ji¬ 
menez (0-2,12.32), RH Alex Wilson (2-5,4.50,2 saves), LH Daniel Stumpf 
(0-1, 3.82). 

Outlook: The Tigers traded Justin Verlander, Justin Upton and J.D. 
Martinez last season, then dealt away Kinsler during the offseason. 
There could be more big moves on the horizon — Fulmer, Iglesias and 
Castellanos should all have some trade value, but each of them is 
young enough that he could be useful to the Tigers when they become 
competitive again. That’s especially true of Fulmer, the 2016 AL Rookie 
of the Year. The biggest suspense might revolve around how general 
manager Al Avila approaches the next few steps in the rebuild. 






West 

Houston Astros 

2017:101-61, first place, won World Series. 
Manager: A.J. Hinch (fourth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Gerrit Cole, RHP Joe Smith, RHP 
Hector Rondon. 

He’s Outta Here: DH Carlos Beltran, RHP Luke 
Gregerson, RHP Joe Musgrove, RHP Mike Fiers, 
RHP Michael Feliz, INF Colin Moran. 

Projected Lineup: CF George Springer (.283, 34 
HRs, 85 RBIs), 3B Alex Bregman (.284, 19, 71), 2B 
Jose Altuve (MLB-best .346, 24, 81, AL MVP), SS Carlos Correa (.315, 24, 
84), IB Yuli Gurriel (.299, 18, 75), LF Marwin Gonzalez (.303, 23, 90), DH 
Evan Gattis (.263,12, 55), RF Josh Reddick (.314,13, 82), C Brian McCann 
(.241, 18, 62). 

Rotation: LH Dallas Keuchel (14-5, 2.90 ERA, 251 Ks), RH Justin Ver¬ 
lander (15-8, 3.36, 219 Ks), RH Gerrit Cole (12-12, 4.26,196 Ks), RH Lance 
McCullers Jr. (7-4, 4.25), RH Charlie Morton (14-7, 3.62). 

Key Reiievers: RH Ken Giles (1-3,2.30,34/38 saves), RH Brad Peacock 
(13-2, 3.00), RH Joe Smith (3-0, 3.33, 1 save), RH Hector Rondon (4-1, 
4.24), RH Chris Devenski (8-5, 2.69, 4 saves), RH Will Harris (3-2, 2.98, 2 
saves), LH Tony Sipp (0-1, 5.79). 

Outiook: With almost everyone back from last year’s championship 
team, the Astros fully expect to contend for another title. Their rota¬ 
tion is one of the best in baseball. Barring debilitating injuries, the As¬ 
tros should win the AL West and have an excellent chance to repeat as 
World Series champs. 

I Los Angeles Angels 

2017:80-82, second place. 

Manager: Mike Scioscia (19th season). 

, He’s Here: RHP-DH Shohei Ohtani, RHP Jim 
Johnson, 3B Zack Cozart, 2B Ian Kinsler, C Rene 
Rivera, OF Chris Young. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Ian Kinsler (.236, 22 HRs, 
52 RBIs), CF Mike Trout (.306, 33, 72), LF Justin 
Upton (.273, 35, 109), DH Albert Pujols (.241, 23, 
_ 101), RF Kole Calhoun (.244, 19, 71), 3B Zack Co- 

rt (.297,24,63), SS Andrelton Simmons (.278,14,69), IB Luis Valbuena 
(.199, 22, 65), C Martin Maldonado (.221, 14, 38). 

Rotation: RH Garrett Richards (0-2, 2.28 ERA in 6 starts), RH Shohei 
Ohtani (3-2, 3.20 for Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters in Japan), LH Ty¬ 
ler Skaggs (2-6, 4.55 in 16 starts), RH Matt Shoemaker (6-3, 4.52 in 14 
starts), RH J.C. Ramirez (11-10, 4.15), LH Andrew Heaney (1-2, 7.06 in 
5 starts). 

Key Reiievers: RH Blake Parker (3-3, 2.54, 8/11 saves), RH Cam Bed- 
rosian (6-5, 4.43, 6/11 saves), RH Jim Johnson (6-3, 5.56, 22/31 saves), 
RH Keynan Middleton (6-1, 3.86, 3 saves), LH Jose Alvarez (0-3, 3.88, 1 
save). 

Outiook: The Angels made several apparently savvy offseason 
moves and are in position to end the big-budget franchise’s eight-year 
stretch without a playoff victory. Yet the most compelling aspect of 
these Angels is Ohtani, who chose Orange County for his dramatic 
move stateside as he attempts to become the majors’ first significant 
two-way player in decades. 

Seattle Mariners 

2017: 78-84, tied for third place. 

Manager: Scott Servais (third season). 

He’s Here: CF Dee Gordon, IB Ryon Healy, RHP 
Juan Nicasio, INF-OF Andrew Romine, OF Ichiro 
Suzuki, LHP Dario Alvarez. 

Projected Lineup: CF Dee Gordon (.308, 2 HRs, 
33 RBIs), SS Jean Segura (.300, 11, 45), 2B Robin¬ 
son Cano (.280, 23, 97), DH Nelson Cruz (.288, 39, 
119), 3B Kyle Seager (.249, 27, 88), IB Ryon Healy 
(.271,25, 78), RF Mitch Haniger (.282,16,47), C Mike Zunino (.251,25, 64), 
LF Ben Gamel (.275,11, 59) or Ichiro Suzuki (.255, 3, 20). 

Rotation: LH James Paxton (12-5, 2.98 ERA, 156 Ks), RH Mike Leake 
(10-13, 3.92 with Cardinals and Mariners; 3-1, 2.53 ERA in 5 starts with 
Seattle), RH Felix Hernandez (6-5,4.36 in 16 starts), LH Marco Gonzales 
(1-1, 5.40 in 10 games, 7 starts), LH Ariel Miranda (8-7, 5.12). 

Key Reiievers: RH Edwin Diaz (4-6, 3.27, 34/39 saves), RH Juan Nica¬ 
sio (5-5, 2.61 in 74 games), RH Dan Altavilla (1-1, 4.24 in 41 appearanc¬ 
es), LH Marc Rzepczynski (2-2, 4.02 in 64 games). 

Outiook: The Mariners’ odd place in the AL was only amplified by 
what happened to them in spring training. Injuries illustrated the slim 
margin they have if they plan to contend for a playoff spot. They’re 
talented enough to compete for a wild card, but probably not good 
enough to catch the Astros in the division. Pitching will be the key. 
Seattle used a major league-record 40 pitchers last year. 

Texas Rangers 

2017: 78-84, tied for third place. 

Manager: Jeff Banister (fourth season), 
rinni Tn He’s Here: LHP Mike Minor, LHP Matt Moore, 
■ -'fH.cMl RHP Doug Fister, RHP Jesse Chavez, RHP Bartolo 
■LV''’ KKm Colon, IB Tommy Joseph. 

L. Projected Lineup: CF Delino DeShields (.269, 6 

HRs), IB Joey Gallo (.209, 41, 80), SS Elvis Andrus 
(.297, 20, 88), 3B Adrian Beltre (.312, 17, 71), RF 
Nomar Mazara (.253, 20, 101), DH Shin-Soo Choo 
(.262, 22, 78), LF Drew Robinson (.224, 6, 13) or Ryan Rua (.217, 3, 12), 2B 
Rougned Odor (.204,30, 75), C Robinson Chirinos (.255,17, 38). 

Rotation: LH Cole Hamels (11-6, 4.20 ERA), LH Martin Perez (13-12, 
4.82), RH Doug Fister (5-9, 4.88), LH Matt Moore (6-15, 5.52), LH Mike 
Minor (6-6, 2.55, 6 saves), RH Jesse Chavez (7-11, 5.35) or RH Bartolo 
Colon (7-14, 6.48). 

Key Reiievers: LH Alex Claudio (4-2,2.50,11 saves), LH Jake Diekman 
(0-0, 2.53), RH Matt Bush (3-4, 3.78,10 saves), RH Keone Kela (4-1, 2.72, 2 
saves), RH Jose Leclerc (2-3, 3.94, 2 saves), RH Tony Barnette (2-1, 5.49, 
2 saves), RH Tim Lincecum (didn’t pitch in 2017). 

Outiook: AL West champs in each of Banister’s first two seasons, 
the Rangers are coming off their second losing season in nine years. 
With most of their everyday lineup back, they should be able to hit and 
score runs again. But in a division with the defending World Series 
champs and other improved teams, Texas must depend on a revamped 
rotation — maybe using six starters in some variation — and the hope 
that its bullpen will be drastically improved. 

Oalfland Atliletics 

2017: 75-87, fifth place. 

Manager: Bob Melvin (eighth season). 

He’s Here: OF Stephen Piscotty, C Jonathan 
Lucroy, OF Dustin Fowler, RHP Trevor Cahill, RHP 
Emilio Pagan, RHP Yusmeiro Petit, LHP Ryan Bu- 
chter. 

Projected Lineup: SS Marcus Semien (.249, 
10 HRs, 40 RBIs), LF Matt Joyce (.243, 25, 68), 2B 
Jed Lowrie (.277, 14, 69), DH Khris Davis (.247, 43, 

(.259, 24, z-' ---- 

junaLiidti Luciuy v.zo5, 6, 40), 3E 
Fowler (.293, 13, 43 at Triple-A). 

Rotation: RH Kendall Graveman (6-4,4.19 ERA), LH Sean Manaea (12- 
10, 4.37), RH Paul Blackburn (3-1, 3.22), RH Daniel Mengden (3-2, 3.14), 
RH Andrew Triggs (5-6, 4.27) or RH Trevor Cahill (4-3, 4.93). 

Key Relievers: RH Blake Treinen (3-6, 3.93, 16/21 saves), RH Emilio 
Pagan (2-3, 3.22), RH Yusmeiro Petit (5-2, 2.76, 4 saves), LH Ryan Bu- 
chter (4-3, 2.89,1 save), RH Santiago Casilla (4-5, 4.27,16 saves). 

Outlook: The A’s have followed up three straight playoff appearanc¬ 
es with last-place finishes the past three seasons. There are signs of a 
potential turnaround but rebuilding will still take some time, especial¬ 
ly in a division with the defending World Series champions and other 
possible contenders. The bullpen should be improved with the addi¬ 
tions of Pagan, Petit and Buchter. The strength of the team is power. 
Davis leads the way with 85 homers the past two seasons. 
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National League capsules By The Associated Press 



Washington 

2017: 97-6 



East 

ton Nationals 

2017: 97-65, first place, lost to Cubs in NLDS. 
Manager: Dave Martinez (first season). 

He’s Here: IB-OF Matt Adams, C Miguel Mon- 
tero, RHP Jeremy Hellickson, RHP Joaquin Benoit, 
INF Matt Reynolds. 

Projected Lineup: SS Trea Turner (.284, 11 HRs, 
45 RBIs, 46 SBs in 98 games), LF Adam Eaton (.297, 
2, 13 in 23 games), RF Bryce Harper (.319, 29, 87), 
3B Anthony Rendon (.301, 25, 100, 41 2Bs), 2B Dan¬ 
iel Murphy (.322, 23, 93, 43 2Bs), IB Ryan Zimmerman (.303, 36, 108, 33 
2Bs), CF Michael A. Taylor (.271, 19, 53), C Matt Wieters (.225, 10, 52). 

Rotation: RH Max Scherzer (16-6, 2.51 ERA, NL-high 268 Ks, 200 V3 IP, 
3rd Cy Young Award), RH Stephen Strasburg (15-4, 2.52, 204 Ks), LH Gio 
Gonzalez (15-9, 2.96, 79 walks), RH Tanner Roark (13-11, 4.67), RH A.J. 
Cole (3-5, 3.81 in 11 appearances) or RH Jeremy Hellickson (8-11, 5.43 
with Phillies and Orioles). 

Key Reiievers: LH Sean Doolittle (2-0, 2.81, 24/26 saves with Athlet¬ 
ics and Nationals), RH Ryan Madson (5-4, 1.83, 2 saves with Athletics 
and Nationals), RH Brandon Kintzler (4-3, 3.03, 29/35 saves with Twins 
and Nationals), LH Sammy Solis (1-0, 5.88, 1 save), RH Shawn Kelley 
(3-2, 7.27, 4 saves), RH Joaquin Benoit (1-6, 4.65, 2 saves with Phillies 
and Pirates). 

Outlook: This might very well be the end of an era at Nationals Park, 
with Harper eligible to leave as a free agent after the season. 

, Miami Mariins 

2017: 77-85, second place. 

1 Manager: Don Mattingly (third season). 

(/A A He’s Here: INF Starlin Castro, CF Lewis Brin- 

son, OF Cameron Maybin, IB Garrett Cooper, RHP 
Jacob Turner, OF-IB Scott Van Slyke, RHP Jumbo 
Diaz, RHP Sandy Alcantara. 

Projected Lineup: RF Cameron Maybin (.228, 10 
HRs, 35 RBIs, 33 SBs with Angels and Astros), CF 
_ Lewis Brinson (.106, 2, 3 in 21 games with Brew¬ 
ers), 2B Starlin Castro (.300,16, 63 in 112 games with Yankees), IB Jus¬ 
tin Bour (.289, 25, 83, .902 OPS in 108 games), C J.T. Realmuto (.278, 17, 
65), LF Derek Dietrich (.249, 13, 53), 3B Brian Anderson (.262, 0, 8 in 25 
games), SS Miguel Rojas (.290,1, 26 in 90 games). 

Rotation: RH Jose Urena (14-7, 3.82 ERA), RH Dan Straily (10-9, 4.26, 
170 Ks), RH Odrisamer Despaigne (2-3, 4.01), RH Jacob Turner (2-3, 5.08 
with Nationals), LH Justin Nicolino (2-3, 5.06). 

Key Reiievers: RH Brad Ziegler (1-4,4.79,10/15 saves), RH Kyle Barra- 
clough (6-2,3.00,1 save), RH Drew Steckenrider (1-1, 2.34, 54 Ks in 34V3 
IP), RH Junichi Tazawa (3-5, 5.69), RH Nick Wittgren (3-1, 4.68). 

Outlook: New CEO Derek Jeter is accustomed to winning, and that 
is about to change. He traded away half of last year’s starting lineup, 
which means the Marlins are rebuilding yet again. 

Atlanta Braves 

2017: 72-90, third place. 

Manager: Brian Snitker (third season). 

I He’s Here: RHP Brandon McCarthy, RHP Anibal 
Sanchez, LHP Scott Kazmir, INF Charlie Culberson, 
OF Preston Tucker, OF Ronald Acuna, 3B Austin Ri¬ 
ley, OF Jeff Decker, 2B Christian Colon, RHP Shane 
Carle. 

Projected Lineup: CF Ender Inciarte (.304, 11 
.HRs, 57 RBIs, 22 SBs, Gold Glove), 2B Ozzie Albies 
(.286, 6, 28, 8 SBs in 57 games), IB Freddie Free¬ 
man (.307,28, 71 in 117 games), C Tyler Flowers (.281,12,49) or Kurt Su¬ 
zuki (.283,19, 50), RF Nick Markakis (.275, 8, 76), LF Ronald Acuna (.325, 
21,82,44 SBs with 3 minor league teams) or Lane Adams (.275,5,20,10 
SBs), 3B Johan Camargo (.273,14, 65) or Charlie Culberson (.154, 0,1 in 
15 games with Dodgers), SS Dansby Swanson (.232, 6, 51). 

Rotation: RH Julio Teheran (11-13,4.49 ERA), RH Mike Foltynewicz (10- 
13,4.79), RH Brandon McCarthy (6-4,3.98 in 19 games), LH Sean Newcomb 
(4-9,4.32 in 19 games), RH Anibal Sanchez (3-7,6.41 with Tigers), LH Scott 
Kazmir (10-6, 4.56 in 2016) or LH Luiz Gohara (1-3, 4.91 in 5 games). 

Key Reiievers: RH Arodys Vizcaino (5-3, 2.83,14/17 saves, 64 Ks in 57 
V3 IP), RH Jose Ramirez (2-3, 3.19), LH A.J. Minter (0-1, 3.00, 26 Ks, 15 IP 
in 16 games), RH Dan Winkler (1-1, 2.51 in 16 games), LH Sam Freeman 
(2-0, 2.55 in 58 games). 

Hot Spot: Third Base. Camargo was the probable starter before an 
oblique injury left his status uncertain. Culberson, expected to play a 
utility role, or Rio Ruiz would be next in line. 

Outlook: The Braves likely are still at least a year away from contend¬ 
ing, but improved starting pitching could push them closer to .500. 

New Yorif Mets 

2017: 70-92, fourth place. 

Manager: Mickey Callaway (first season). 

He’s Here: 3B Todd Frazier, RF Jay Bruce, LHP 
Jason Vargas, IB Adrian Gonzalez, RHP Anthony 
I Swarzak, LHP Matt Purke, C Jose Lobaton. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Asdrubal Cabrera (.280, 
14 HRs, 59 RBIs, .351 OBP), LF Yoenis Cespedes 
(.292, 17, 42, .892 OPS in 81 games), RF Jay Bruce 
I (.252, 36, 101), 3B Todd Frazier (.213, 27, 76, .344 
OBP with White Sox and Yankees), IB Adrian Gon¬ 
zalez (.242, 3, 30, .642 OPS in 71 games) or Dominic Smith (.198, 9, 26, 
.658 OPS, 49 Ks in 49 games), C Travis d’Arnaud (.244, 16, 57, .293 OBP 
in 112 games) or Kevin Plawecki (.260, 3, 13, .364 OBP in 37 games), CF 
Brandon Nimmo (.260, 5, 21, .379 OBP, .797 OPS in 69 games) or Juan 
Lagares (.250, 3, 15, .296 OBP, .661 OPS in 94 games), SS Amed Rosario 
(.248, 4, 10, 49 Ks, 3 BBs, .271 OBP, .665 OPS in 46 games). 

Rotation: RH Noah Syndergaard (1-2, 2.97 ERA, limited to 30V3 in¬ 
nings by lat injury), RH Jacob deGrom (15-10, 3.53, 239 Ks, 201 1/3 IP), 
LH Jason Vargas (18-11,4.16,179V3 IP in 32 starts with Royals), RH Matt 
Harvey (5-7, 6.70, 110 hits, 21 HRs, 67 Ks, 47 BBs in 92V3 IP), LH Steven 
Matz (2-7, 6.08 in 13 starts), RH Zack Wheeler (3-7, 5.21, 97 hits, 81 Ks, 
40 BBS, 86V3 IP in 17 starts). 

Key Reiievers: RH Jeurys Familia (2-2, 4.38, 6 saves in 26 games), RH 
AJ Ramos (2-4,3.99,27 saves with Marlins and Mets), RH Anthony Swar¬ 
zak (6-4, 2.33, 91 Ks, 22 BBs, 58 hits, 77 1/3 IP in 70 games with White 
Sox and Brewers), LH Jerry Blevins (6-0, 2.94, 1 save, 69 Ks, 24 BBs, 49 
IP in 75 games), RH Paul Sewald (0-6, 4.55, 69 Ks, 21 BBs, 65 1/3 IP in 57 
games), RH Seth Lugo (7-5,4.71,1011/3 IP in 19 games, 18 starts) or RH 
Robert Gsellman (8-7, 5.19,119 Vs |p in 25 games, 22 starts). 

Outlook: After the Mets spent nearly $90 million to plug holes in free 
agency, it still might be a stretch to envision them seriously challeng¬ 
ing star-studded Washington for NL East supremacy. 

Pliiladelpliia Pliillies 

2017: 66-96, fifth place. 

Manager: Gabe Kapler (first season). 

He’s Here: RHP Jake Arrieta, IB Carlos Santa- 
la, RHP Pat Neshek, RHP Tommy Hunter. 

, Projected Lineup: 2B Cesar Hernandez (.294, 9 
HRs, 34 RBIs, 15 SBs), IB Carlos Santana (.259, 23, 
79 with Indians), RF Nick Williams (.288,12, 55) or 
Aaron Altherr (.272,19,65), LF Rhys Hoskins (.259, 
' 18, 48), CF Odubel Herrera (.281, 14, 56), C Jorge 
Alfaro (.318, 5,14), 3B Maikel Franco (.230, 24, 76), SS J.P. Crawford (.214, 
0, 6 in 23 games). 

Rotation: RH Aaron Nola (12-11, 3.54 ERA, 184 Ks), RH Jake Arrieta 
(14-10, 3.53, 163 Ks with Cubs), RH Vince Velasquez (2-7, 5.13 in 15 
starts), RH Nick Pivetta (8-10, 6.02), RH Zach Efiin (1-5, 6.16) or RH Ben 
Lively (4-7, 4.26). 

Key Reiievers: RH Hector Neris (4-5,3.01,26/29 saves), RH Pat Neshek 
(5-3, 1.59, 1 save with Phillies and Rockies), RH Tommy Hunter (3-5, 
2.61,1 save), LH Adam Morgan (3-3, 4.12), RH Luis Garcia (2-5, 2.65). 

Outlook: The decision to sign Arrieta signals the rebuild is over. The 
Phillies added Santana, Neshek and Hunter to a talented young n 






Central 

Cliicago Cubs 

2017: 92-70, first place, lost to Dodgers in 
NLCS. 

Manager: Joe Maddon (fourth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Yu Darvish, RHP Brandon Mor¬ 
row, RHP Tyler Chatwood, RHP Steve Cishek, LHP 
Drew Smyly, C Chris Gimenez. 

Projected Lineup: CF Ian Happ (.253, 24 HRs, 68 
RBIs, .842 OPS) or Albert Almora Jr. (.298, 8, 46), 
3B Kris Bryant (.295, 29, 73, 38 2Bs, 111 runs), IB 
Anthony Rizzo (.273, 32, 109, 91 BBs), C Willson 
Contreras (.276, 21, 74), LF Kyle Schwarber (.211, 30, 59), SS Addison 
Russell (.239, 12, 43), RF Jason Heyward (.259, 11, 59), 2B Javier Baez 
(.273, 23, 75, .796 OPS). 

Rotation: LH Jon Lester (13-8, 4.33 ERA, 180 Ks), RH Kyle Hendricks 
(7-5, 3.03), RH Yu Darvish (10-12, 3.86, 209 Ks), LH Jose Quintana (11-11, 
4.15, 207 Ks), RH Tyler Chatwood (8-15, 4.69 with Rockies). 

Key Relievers: RH Brandon Morrow (6-0,2.06,2 saves with Dodgers), 
RH Carl Edwards Jr. (5-4, 2.98), RH Pedro Strop (5-4, 2.83), RH Steve Cis¬ 
hek (3-2, 2.01,1 save with Mariners and Rays), LH Brian Duensing (1-1, 
2.74), LH Mike Montgomery (7-8, 3.38, 3 saves), LH Justin Wilson (4-4, 
3.41,13 saves with Tigers and Cubs). 

Outlook: World Series or bust. The acquisition of Darvish, who fi¬ 
nalized a $126 million, six-year contract in February, gives Chicago 
a strong rotation, and the lineup is young, deep and dangerous. A 
franchise-record six players (Rizzo, Schwarber, Bryant, Happ, Baez 
and Contreras) belted at least 20 homers last year, including a major 
league-record five in an age 25 or younger season. 

Mliwaulcee Brewers 

2017:86-76, second place. 

Manager: Craig Counsell (fourth season). 

He’s Here: OF Lorenzo Cain, OF Christian 
Yelich, RHP Jhoulys Chacin, RHP Yovani Gallardo, 
LHP Boone Logan, RHP Matt Albers. 

Projected Lineup: CF Lorenzo Cain (.300, 15 
HRs, 49 RBIs, 26 SBs, .363 OBP with Royals), RF 
Christian Yelich (.282, 18, 81, 16 SBs, .369 OBP, 36 
2Bs with Marlins), LF Ryan Braun (.268, 17, 52), 3B 
Travis Shaw (.273, 31, 101), IB Eric Thames (.247, 
31, 63), C Manny Pina (.279, 9, 43), SS Orlando Arcia (.277, 15, 53, 14 
SBs), 2B Jonathan Villar (.241, 11, 40, 23 SBs) or Eric Sogard (.273, 3, 18, 
.393 OBP). 

Rotation: RH Chase Anderson (12-4,2.74 ERA), RH Zach Davies (17-9, 
3.90), RH Jhoulys Chacin (13-10,3.89 with Padres), LH Wade Miley (8-15, 
5.61, 93 walks with Orioles), LH Brent Suter (3-2, 3.42). 

Key Relievers: RH Corey Knebel (1-4, 1.78, 39/45 saves, 126 Ks in 76 
IP), RH Matt Albers (7-2, 1.62, 2 saves with Nationals), LH Josh Hader 
(2-3, 2.08), LH Boone Logan (1-0, 4.71 with Indians), RH Jacob Barnes 
(3-4, 4.00 in 73 games). 

Outlook: Expectations are up after the Brewers finished one game 
out of the playoffs in what was supposed to be the second full season 
of a rebuild. Instead of signing a high-priced starter, general manager 
David Stearns added Cain and Yelich as the team’s key offseason ac¬ 
quisitions. The new outfielders are former Gold Glove winners who can 
help out the pitching staff by cutting down on extra-base hits at Miller 
Park. 

St. Louis Cardinals 

2017: 83-79, third place. 

Manager: Mike Matheny (seventh season). 
He’s Here: LF Marcell Ozuna, RHP Miles Miko¬ 
las, RHP Luke Gregerson. 

Projected Lineup: RF Dexter Fowler (.264, 18 
HRs, 64 RBIs), CF Tommy Pham (.306, 23, 73, 25 
SBs), IB Matt Carpenter (.241, 23, 69,109 BBs, .384 
OBP), LF Marcell Ozuna (.312, 37, 124), 3B Jedd 
Gyorko (.272, 20, 67), C Yadier Molina (.273, 18, 
82), SS Paul DeJong (.285, 25, 65), 2B Kolten Wong 

(.285, 4, 42, .376 OBP). 

Rotation: RH Carlos Martinez (12-11, 3.64 ERA, 217 Ks), RH Michael 
Wacha (12-9, 4.13), RH Adam Wainwright (12-5, 5.11), RH Luke Weaver 
(7-2, 3.88), RH Miles Mikolas (14-8, 2.25 with Yomiuri Giants in Japan). 

Key Reiievers: RH Luke Gregerson (2-3, 4.57,1 save), LH Tyler Lyons 
(4-1, 2.83, 3 saves), LH Brett Cecil (2-4,3.88,1 save), RH Alex Reyes (4-1, 
1.57 in 2016; injured last season), RH Matt Bowman (3-6, 3.99, 2 saves). 

Outlook: The Cardinals have had one losing season since the start 
of the century, but they are facing immense pressure from fans after 
finishing behind the Cubs and Brewers in 2017. 

Pittsburgh Pirates 

2017: 75-87, fourth place. 

Manager: Clint Hurdle (seventh season). 

He’s Here: OF Corey Dickerson, LHP Kyle Crick, 
RHP Joe Musgrove, RHP Michael Feliz, 3B Colin 
Moran. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Josh Harrison (.272, 16 
HRs, 47 RBIs), LF Corey Dickerson (.282, 27, 62 
with Rays), CF Starling Marte (.275,7, 31,21 SBs in 
77 games), IB Josh Bell (.255, 26, 90), RF Gregory 
Polanco (.251, 11, 35), 3B David Freese (.263, 10, 
52) or Colin Moran (.364,1, 3 in 7 games with Houston; .308,18, 63 in 79 
games at Triple-A Fresno), C Francisco Cervelli (.249, 5, 31), SS Jordy 
Mercer (.255,14, 58). 

Rotation: RH Ivan Nova (11-14, 4.14 ERA, 2 CGs), RH Jameson Taillon 
(8-7, 4.44), RH Chad Kuhl (8-11, 4.35), RH Trevor Williams (7-9, 4.07), RH 
Joe Musgrove (7-8, 4.77 in 38 games, 15 starts for Houston). 

Key Reiievers: LH Felipe Rivero (5-3, 1.67, 21/23 saves), RH George 
Kontos (1-6,3.39 in 65 games with Giants and Pirates), RH Michael Feliz 
(4-2, 5.64 with Houston), LH Kyle Crick (0-0, 3.06 in 30 games with Gi¬ 
ants), RH A.J. Schugel (4-0,1.97), RH Dovydas Neverauskas (1-1, 3.91). 

Outlook: General manager Neal Huntington insists the Pirates are 
not rebuilding, but it certainly looks that way after they flipped fran¬ 
chise cornerstones McCutchen and Cole for less expensive and less 
proven talent. The Pirates did nothing in free agency, though they were 
able to grab Dickerson, an All-Star for Tampa Bay last season, in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

Cincinnati Reds 






West 

Los Angeies Dodgers 

2017: 104-58, first place, lost to Houston in 
World Series. 

Manager: Dave Roberts (third season). 

He’s Here: OF Matt Kemp, RHP Tom Koehler, 
LHP Scott Alexander, LHP Henry Owens. 

Projected Lineup: CF Chris Taylor (.288,21 HRs, 
72 RBIs, 17 SBs), SS Corey Seager (.295, 22, 77), 3B 
Justin Turner (.322, 21, 71, will start season on DL 
with broken left wrist), IB Cody Bellinger (.267, 
39, 97, 10 SBs), RF Yasiel Puig (.263, 28, 74), LF Matt Kemp (.276,19, 64 in 
115 games with Braves) or Joe Pederson (.212, 11, 35 in 102 games), C 
Austin Barnes (.289, 8, 38) or Yasmani Grandal (.247, 22, 58), 2B Logan 
Forsythe (.224,6,36) or Enrique Hernandez (.215,11,37) or Chase Utley 
(.236, 8, 34). 

Rotation: LH Clayton Kershaw (18-4, 2.31 ERA, 202 Ks), LH Alex Wood 
(16-3, 2.72), RH Kenta Maeda (13-6, 4.22), LH Rich Hill (12-8, 3.32), LH 
Hyun-Jin Ryu (5-9, 3.77). 

Key Reiievers: RH Kenley Jansen (5-0, 1.32, 41/42 saves, 109 Ks), RH 
Josh Fields (5-0, 2.84), LH Tony Cingrani (0-0, 4.22), RH Pedro Baez (3-6, 
2.95). 

Outiook: The Dodgers are favorites to win a sixth straight NL West 
title with a roster that returns mostly intact. Los Angeles had a quiet 


H Arizona Diamondbaclts 

2017: 93-69, second place, wild card, lost to 

Manager: Torey Lovullo (second season). 

He’s Here: OF Steven Souza Jr., OF Jarrod Dy- 
son,^C Alex Avila, RHP Yoshihisa Hirano, RHP Brad 

Projected Lineup: LF David Peralta (.293,14 HRs, 
57 RBIs, 31 2Bs), CF A.J. Pollock (.266,14,49,33 2Bs, 
20 SBs), IB Paul Goldschmidt (.297,36,120, 94 BBs, 
34 2Bs, 18 SBs), 3B Jake Lamb (.248, 30, 105), RF 
Steven Souza Jr. (.239,30,78), 2B Ketel Marte (.260,5,18 in 73 games), SS 
Nick Ahmed (.261, 6, 21 in 63 games), C Jeff Mathis (.215, 2, 11). 

Projected Rotation: LH Robbie Ray (15-5, 2.89 ERA, 218 Ks), RH Tai- 
n Walker (9 " ’-..- ■ ■ ■ 



juan Walker (9-9, 3.49), RH Zack Greinke (17-7, 3.20, 215 Ks), LH Patrick 
Corbin (14-13, 4.03, 178 Ks), RH Zack Godley (8-9, 3.37, 165 Ks). 

Key Reiievers: RH Archie Bradley (3-3, 1.73, 1 save, 79 Ks in 73 in¬ 
nings), RH Brad Boxberger (4-4, 3.38 with Rays), RH Yoshihisa Hirano 
(3-7, 2.67 with Orix Buffaloes in Japan), LH Andrew Chafin (1-0, 3.51), 
LH T.J. McFarland (4-5, 5.33). 

Outiook: With all five starters back and nearly every position player 
returning, the Diamondbacks expect to be in the thick of things in the 
NL West after their big turnaround season under Lovullo, the NL Man¬ 
ager of the Year. 

Colorado Rockies 

2017:87-75, third place, lost to Arizona in wild¬ 
card game. 

Manager: Bud Black (second season). 

He’s Here: RHP Wade Davis, RHP Bryan Shaw, 
C Chris lannetta. 

Projected Lineup: CF Charlie Blackmon (NL- 
leading .331, 37 HRs, 104 RBIs, 137 runs, 213 hits, 
14 triples, 1.000 OPS), 2B DJ LeMahieu (.310,8, 64), 
RF Carlos Gonzalez (.262, 14, 57, .377 in Septem¬ 
ber), 3B Nolan Arenado (.309, 37, 130, 43 doubles, 
.959 OPS), LF Gerardo Parra (.309,10, 71 in 115 games), SS Trevor Story 
(.239, 24, 82, 191 Ks), IB Ian Desmond (.274, 7, 40 in 95 games), C Chris 
lannetta (.254,17, 43 with Diamondbacks). 

Rotation: RH Jon Gray (10-4, 3.67 ERA, 112 Ks, 110 1/3 innings in 20 
starts), LH Tyler Anderson (6-6, 4.81), RH German Marquez (11-7, 4.39), 
RH Chad Bettis (2-4, 5.05 in 9 starts), LH Kyle Freeland (11-11,4.10). 

Key Reiievers: RH Wade Davis (4-2, 2.30, 32/33 saves with Cubs), LH 
Mike Dunn (5-1, 4.47, .212 vs. righties), RH Adam Ottavino (2-3, 5.06, 21 
holds), LH Jake McGee (0-2,3.61,3 saves, 20 holds), LH Chris Rusin (5-1, 
2.65, 2 saves, 13 holds, 85 innings), RH Scott Oberg (0-1, 4.94), RH Bryan 
Shaw (4-6, 3.52, 73 Ks in 79 games with Indians), RH Antonio Senzatela 
(10-5, 4.68 in 36 games, 20 starts). 

Outiook: The Rockies enhanced their bullpen in an effort to earn 
back-to-back postseason berths for the first time in franchise history. 
They signed Davis ($52 million for three years) and Shaw ($27 million 
for three years) and brought back McGee ($27 million for three years). 
The lineup benefits from hitter-friendly Coors Field and features plen¬ 
ty of firepower, especially with the return of Gonzalez on a one-year 
deal. Arenado is one of the best hitters and fielders in the game, and 
Blackmon led the league in several offensive categories. Colorado is 
hoping for bounce-back years from Story and Desmond. 


2017: 68-94, fifth place. 

Manager: Bryan Price (fifth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Jared Hughes, RHP David Her¬ 
nandez. 

Projected Lineup: CF Billy Hamilton (.247,4 HRs, 
38 RBIs, .299 OBP, 59/72 SBs), 3B Eugenio Suarez 
(.260,26,82), IB Joey Votto (.320,36,100), 2B Scoot¬ 
er Gennett (.295,27,97), LF Scott Schebler (.233,30, 
67), LF Adam Duvall (.249, 31, 99), SS Jose Peraza 
(.259, 5, 37), C Tucker Barnhart (.270, 7, 44). 

Rotation: RH Homer Bailey (6-9, 6.43 ERA in 18 starts), LH Brandon 
Finnegan (1-1, 4.15 in 4 starts), RH Luis Castillo (3-7, 3.12 in 15 starts), 
RH Tyler Mahle (1-2, 2.70 in 4 starts), RH Sal Romano (5-8, 4.45 in 16 
starts). 

Key Reiievers: RH Raisel Iglesias (3-3, 2.49, 28/30 saves), RH Jared 
Hughes (5-3,3.02,1 save with Brewers), RH David Hernandez (3-1, 3.11, 
2 saves with Angels and Diamondbacks), RH Michael Lorenzen (8-4, 
4.45, 2 saves). 

Outiook: The Reds launched into a major rebuild in 2015 and have 
lost at least 90 games for three straight seasons while finishing last 
in the NL Central all three years. They locked up Suarez through 2024 
with a $66 million contract during spring training — their first signifi¬ 
cant deal during the rebuild — but are still at least a year away from 
looking for an upgrade through free agency. The everyday lineup will 
score enough runs to keep games competitive, but pitching is the sore 
point again. It would be considered a breakthrough simply to move 
out of last place. 


San Diego Padres 

2017: 71-91, fourth place. 

Manager: Andy Green (third season). 

M He’s Here: IB Eric Hosmer, 3B Chase Headley, 

■ SS Freddy Galvis, RHP Chris Young, RHP Tyson 
I ■ Ross, RHP Bryan Mitchell, RHP Kazuhisa Makita. 

^ Projected Lineup: CF Manuel Margot (.263, 13 

HRs, 39 RBIs), IB Eric Hosmer (.318, 25, 94 with 
I Royals), RFWiI Myers (.243,30, 74,20 SBs), LF Jose 
Pirela (.288, 10, 40 in 83 games) or Hunter Ren- 
froe (.231,26, 58 in 122 games), 3B Chase Headley 
(.273, 12, 61 with Yankees), 2B Carlos Asuaje (.270, 4, 21), SS Freddy 
Galvis (.255,12, 61 with Phillies), C Austin Hedges (.214,18,55). 

Rotation: LH Clayton Richard (8-15,4.79 ERA), RH Bryan Mitchell (1-1, 
5.79 in 20 games, 1 start with Yankees), RH Dinelson Lamet (7-8, 4.57), 
RH Luis Perdomo (8-11, 4.67), RH Tyson Ross (3-3, 7.71 with Rangers). 

Key Reiievers: LH Brad Hand (3-4, 2.16, 21/26 saves), RH Kirby Yates 
(4-5, 3.97, 1 save with Angels and Padres), RH Craig Stammen (2-3, 
3.14), RH Kazuhisa Makita (3-3, 2.30 with Seibu Lions in Japan), RH 
Chris Young (0-0, 7.50 in 14 games, 2 starts with Royals). 

Outiook: The Padres should be more fun to watch this season with 
the additions of Hosmer and Galvis, but they’re still not expected to 
contend for another year or two. There are some other interesting 
players on the team as well, including Pirela, who can play left field 
or second base, and Christian Villanueva, a versatile infielder who has 
pop in his bat. 




San Francisco Giants 

2017: 64-98, fifth place. 

Manager: Bruce Bochy (12th season). 

He’s Here: 3B Evan Longoria, OF Andrew Mc¬ 
Cutchen, OF Austin Jackson, LHP Tony Watson, 
OF Steven Duggar, OF Gregor Blanco, LHP Derek 
Holland. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Joe Panik (.288,10 HRs, 53 
RBIs), IB Brandon Belt (.241, 18, 51), RF Andrew 
McCutchen (.279,28,88), C Buster Posey (.320,12, 
67, 34 2Bs), 3B Evan Longoria (.261, 20,86, 36 2Bs), SS Brandon Crawford 
(.253, 14, 77, 34 2Bs), LF Hunter Pence (.260,13, 67), CF Austin Jackson 
(.318, 7, 35 with Indians). 

Rotation: LH Madison Bumgarner (4-9, 3.32 ERA in 17 starts), RH 
Johnny Cueto (8-8, 4.52), RH Jeff Samardzija (9-15, 4.42, NL-high 207 2/3 
IP), RH Chris Stratton (4-4, 3.68), LH Ty Blach (8-12, 4.78). 

Key Reiievers: RH Mark Melancon (1-2, 4.50, 11/16 saves), RH Sam 
Dyson (4-10, 6.09, 14 saves with Rangers and Giants), LH Tony Watson 
(7-4, 3.38 with Pirates and Dodgers), RH Hunter Strickland (4-3, 2.64, 1 
save). 

Outiook: The Giants are coming off their first last-place finish in a 
decade and their worst season overall since 1985. The talent level was 
upgraded significantly with trades for Longoria and McCutchen. Those 
two former All-Stars might be on the downside of their careers, but 
they should still add some pop to a lineup that finished last in the ma¬ 
jors in homers, 29th in runs and 29th in on-base percentage. 
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MLB PREVIEW 


Ohtani, Acuna top 
rookies to watch 



David Goldman/AP 


The New York Mets’ David Wright is the majors' only captain on the eve of the season, and it’s unclear if 
he will ever play again. A variety of factors have contributed to the decline of captains in MLB. 

Wright lone captain in majors 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Aaron Judge. Cody 
Bellinger. Andrew Benintendi. Paul De- 
Jong. The list goes on and on. 

Last year’s rookie class was one of 
the best in baseball history. Topping 
that group of sluggers will be quite a 
chore, but here is a closer look at some 
touted prospects hoping to make a 
name for themselves this yean 

■ RHP/DH Shohei Ohtani, 
Los Angeles Angels: The 23-year- 
old Ohtani is trying to become the first 
player in nearly 100 years to play regu¬ 
larly as a pitcher and hitter, but he had 
mixed results during spring training. 
Ohtani spent the previous five seasons 
with the Nippon Ham Fighters, show¬ 
ing off a big fastball and a powerful 
bat. 

■ OF Ronald Acuna, Atlanta 
Braves: The future is now for the 
crown jewel of Atlanta’s loaded farm 
system after Matt Kemp was traded 
to the Dodgers in December. The 20- 
year-old Acuna will begin the season 
at Triple-A Gwinnett, pushing back his 
eligibility for arbitration, but it’s only a 
matter of time before he is up with the 
Braves after he hit .325 with 21 hom¬ 
ers, 82 RBIs and 44 steals over three 
minor league stops last year. 

■ OF Victor Robles, Wash¬ 
ington Nationals: Robles, another 
athletic 20-year-old outfielder in the 
NL East, made his major league debut 
last September and got into two play¬ 
off games in the first round against the 
Cubs. The Nationals have Bryce Harp¬ 
er, Adam Eaton and Michael A. Taylor 
in the outfield, but Robles could get 
into the mix if there are any injuries. 

■ OF Eloy Jimenez, Chica¬ 
go White Sox: Jimenez, who was 
slowed this spring by left knee tendini¬ 
tis, is widely regarded as baseball’s top 
hitting prospect. He was acquired in 
last summer’s Jose Quintana trade with 
the crosstown Cubs — destined to be 
a barroom debate in Chicago for years 
to come — and batted .312 with 19 
homers and 65 RBIs for three minor 
league teams in 2017. 

■ C Francisco Mejia, Cleve¬ 
land Indians: Cleveland loves Mejia’s 
bat so much it is trying the catcher in a 
couple of different spots to help carve 
out a place for him in the majors. He 
played third base in the Arizona Fall 


Triple-A Columbus so he can spend 
time in the outfield. The Indians have 
a strong catching tandem with Roberto 
Perez and Van Gomes, but Mejia could 
be back in the majors this summer if 
he shows the ability to play multiple 
positions. 

■ RHP Alex Reyes, St. Louis 
Cardinals: The 23-year-old Reyes 
could return in May after he hurt his 
elbow in spring training a year ago, lead¬ 
ing to Tommy John surgery. Whether 
he works as a starter or reliever, he 
could provide a big lift for St. Louis 
after he went 4-1 with a 1.57 ERA and 
52 strikeouts in 46 innings in his first 
major league action in 2016. 

■ INFs Gleyber Torres and 
Miguel Andujar, New York Yan¬ 
kees: Not a lot of room in New York’s 
infield after the Yankees traded for 
Brandon Drury and signed Neil Walker, 
but Torres and Andujar could help at 
some point this summer. Torres hit 
.309 in 23 games with Triple-A Scran¬ 
ton/Wilkes-Barre last year before he 
was shelved by a season-ending elbow 
injury, and Andujar looked great this 
spring. 

■ RHP Walker Buehler and 
OF Alex Verdugo, Los Angeles 
Dodgers: The hard-throwing Buehler 
and Verdugo will begin the year with 
Triple-A Oklahoma City, but they could 
play a role as Los Angeles tries for its 
sixth straight NL West title. Buehler 
had a 7.71 ERA in eight relief appear¬ 
ances as a September call-up for the 
Dodgers, and Verdugo also made his 
major league debut last year. 

■ OF Jesse Winker, Cincinnati 
Reds: The 24-year-old Winker hit 
.298 with seven homers and 15 RBIs 
in 47 games in his first major league 
action last summer. The rebuilding 
Reds have a bit of a crowd in the out¬ 
field with Adam Duvall, Scott Schebler 
and Billy Hamilton, but they are going 
to want to see if Winker can deliver on 
his potential. 

■ OF Austin Hays, Baltimore 
Orioles: Hays, who was hampered 
by a shoulder injury this spring, was 
promoted to the majors for the first 
time last September and hit .217 with 
a homer and eight RBIs in 20 games. 
The 22-year-old Hays, a third-round 
pick in the 2016 draft out of Jackson¬ 
ville University, has big-time power, 
belting 32 homers in the minors last 
season. 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

MESA, Ariz. — Anthony Rizzo 
is a three-time All-Star and the 
2017 winner of the Roberto Cle¬ 
mente Award, baseball’s biggest 
honor for sportsmanship and 
community involvement. Jon Les¬ 
ter is a three-time World Series 
champion, and Jason Heyward 
organized the most important 
meeting in franchise history. 

Plenty of leaders with the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs. No captain. 

One of the most revered titles 
in sports is hanging by a thread 
in baseball, which treats its his¬ 
tory with hallowed tones in al¬ 
most every case, but doesn’t 
seem the slightest bit concerned 
about the absence of the iconic C 
on the front of its uniforms. New 
York Mets third baseman David 
Wright is the moors’ only captain 
on the eve of the season, and it’s 
unclear if he will ever play again. 

“Leadership is a taken role and 
people want to follow you just 
based on how you are, how you 
treat them, how well you listen, 
how well you interact daily, how 
much you really are into them as 
opposed to yourself,’’ Cubs man¬ 
ager Joe Maddon said, “and that 
becomes obvious. Leadership is 
taken, man. It’s hard to just place 
that out there.’’ 

The 35-year-old Wright was 
named the fourth captain in Mets 
history in 2013, joining Keith 
Hernandez, Gary Carter and 
John Franco. He made the last of 
his seven NL All-Star teams that 
same year before he was ham¬ 
pered by a series of injuries. He 
hasn’t appeared in a m^or league 
game since 2016. 

Wright declared right away 
that he wouldn’t wear the C on 
the front of his jersey, so that spe¬ 


cial touch has been missing from 
baseball for a couple of years. 

“I’m not sure if there’s a bene¬ 
fit to having a title and I’ve never 
been one to like come in here 
and say you have to listen to me 
because I’m the captain,’’ Wright 
said. “I would hope that if I have 
something to say that somebody 
would listen to me because of, 
you know, because of what I’ve 
hopefully displayed in the club¬ 
house and be considered kind of 
a leader in here.’’ 

But Wright made no attempt to 
hide the significance of the title 
to him. 

“I’ll say it again, that to this day 
it’s probably the biggest honor 
away from the field of my career,’’ 
he said. 

A variety of factors have con¬ 
tributed to the decline of cap¬ 
tains. Many of the captains across 
sports spend most of their ca¬ 
reers with a single team, but that 
has become a rarity in baseball. 
There also are no real responsi¬ 
bilities for the title. 

Hockey captains serve as the 
team’s liaison to the officials. 
NFL captains participate in the 
pregame coin toss. NBA captains 
also have specific responsibili¬ 
ties, but baseball barely mentions 
the word in its rulebook. 

“There’s no, like, formal meet¬ 
ing,’’ Washington ace Max Scher- 
zer said. “It’s not like football 
where you go out there and shake 
the other team’s hands and you 
need captains to go do that. Base¬ 
ball doesn’t have that. So maybe 
that’s why you don’t see it. There’s 
no coin toss.’’ 

But the list of baseball captains 
still includes some of the biggest 
names in the history of the sport. 
Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Thur¬ 
man Munson and Derek Jeter are 


on the list of 11 Yankees captains. 
Pee Wee Reese and Duke Snider 
with the Dodgers. Jimmie Foxx 
and Carl Yastrzemski for the 
Boston Red Sox. Willie Stargell, 
Barry Larkin and other Hall of 
Famers. 

Jeter thought he did something 
wrong when then-Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner called to 
make him captain in 2003. 

“The boss, Mr. Steinbrenner 
usually only called if you were in 
trouble during the season,” Jeter 
said. “He called me, we were in 
Cincinnati, and said he wanted 
to name me the captain. It was a 
welcome phone call.” 

The list of baseball captains 
underscores not only the special 
players to hold the title, but also 
the unique situations that led to 
their leadership position. 

Rizzo, Lester and Heyward, 
who got the Cubs together during 
a key moment in Game 7 of their 
World Series win in 2016, could 
each serve as captain. But iden¬ 
tifying one leader in Chicago’s 
clubhouse at the possible expense 
of its other respected veterans 
likely would hurt the team more 
than help it. There are similar 
situations in several other club¬ 
houses across the sport. 

“Having a team captain could 
conceivably in some ways change 
the relationship between the 
manager and the coaches and the 
rest of the team,” Mets general 
manager Sandy Alderson said. 

“So, again, it’s all about the 
people. It’s not that it’s a good idea 
or a bad idea, it’s all about the 
people. It’s not just the guy you’re 
considering for that position but 
also everybody around him, your 
own players, the manager, the 
coaching staff You really have to 
think of it in those terms.” 


League and will begin this year with 



Ben Margot/AP 


Angels rookie Shohei Ohtani is trying to play regularly as a pitcher 
and a hitter after five seasons with the Nippon Ham Fighters. 
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NCAA WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT 



Young Kwak/AP 


Oregon forward Satou Sabally, right, and Notre Dame forward Kathryn Westheld go 
after a rehound during the first half of Monday's Spokane Regional final at the NCAA 
Women’s Tournament on Monday in Spokane, Wash. 

Roundup 


Lookahead 

All four No. 1 seeds 
qualify for Final Four 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, NY. — The women’s Final 
Four is set, and it’s one exclusive party. 

UConn, Louisville, Mississippi State 
and Notre Dame are headed to Columbus, 
Ohio, marking the fourth time in tourna¬ 
ment history that four No. 1 seeds made it 
to the national semifinals. 

It’s the 11th consecutive Final Four ap¬ 
pearance for the Huskies, breaking a tie 
with John Wooden and the UCLA men’s 
team for the Division I record. UConn is 
into the national semifinals for the 19th 
time overall, snapping a tie with Tennes¬ 
see for the most in women’s basketball 
history. 

The Huskies will face former Big East 
rival Notre Dame on Friday night. The 
Cardinals will play the Bulldogs in the 
other game. 

UConn’s 111-game winning streak was 
stopped at this point last season when 
Mississippi State won their semifinal on 
a last-second shot by Morgan William in 
overtime. The Huskies are undefeated 
again after knocking out defending nation¬ 
al champion South Carolina in the Albany 
Regional final. 

The Irish and Huskies have a storied 
history on the game’s biggest stage. The 
teams met early in December and UConn 
had to rally from an 11-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter to stay unbeaten. 

This might be one of the best coaching 
jobs by Muffet McGraw at Notre Dame. 
She lost four players over the course of the 


season to ACL injuries, but the Irish find 
themselves back in the Final Four after 
rallying from a six-point halftime deficit to 
beat Oregon 84-74 on Monday night. 

It’s Notre Dame’s first trip to the nation¬ 
al semifinals since 2015. 

“This one’s just so rewarding because I 
think even though we’re a No. 1 seed, it’s a 
little unexpected,” McGraw said. 

The Bulldogs have lost only one game 
this season, falling to the Gamecocks in 
the final of the Southeastern Conference 
Tournament. They are back in the Final 
Four for the second straight season led vir¬ 
tually by the same group that got them to 
their first national semifinal last year. 

“They’ve lived all year with a bull’s eye 
on their backs. That’s hard to do, y’all,” 
Mississippi State coach Vic Schaefer said. 
“These kids are special.” 

Louisville has had its own special sea¬ 
son, winning the Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence regular-season and tournament titles 
for the first time in school history. The 
Cardinals entered the NCAAs as a No. 1 
seed for the first time and are back in the 
Final Four for a third time under coach 
JeffWalz. 

The Cardinals are led by Asia Durr and 
Myisha Hines-Allen. Louisville also made 
the Final Four in 2009 and 2013. The team 
advanced to the title game both times be¬ 
fore losing to UConn. 

They understand the task in front of 
them facing Mississippi State. 

“They’re a really good team and we’ll 
have to be well-prepared against them,” 
Walz said. 


UConn routs defending champion South Carolina 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


South Carolina’s Mikiah Herbert Harrigan, left, defends against 
Connecticut’s Napheesa Collier during Monday’s Albany Regional 
final at the NCAA Women’s Tournament in Albany, N.Y. 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — UConn coach 
Geno Auriemma and the Huskies 
are headed back to a familiar spot 
— the Final Four. 

Crystal Dangerfield led the way 
as top-seeded UConn routed No. 2 
South Carolina 94-65 on Monday 
night to reach the national semifi¬ 
nals for a record 11th consecutive 
year. 

The Huskies broke a tie with 
John Wooden and the UCLA 
men’s team for the Division I re¬ 
cord for consecutive Final Four 
appearances. UConn is headed 
to the national semifinals for the 
19 th time. 

While the Huskies are regular 
participants in the Final Four, 
they are not the defending cham¬ 
pions this time around. Their 111- 
game winning streak and run of 
four straight national champion¬ 
ships were stopped by a last-sec¬ 
ond overtime loss to Mississippi 
State in last year’s semifinals. 

UConn will face former Big 
East rival Notre Dame on Friday 
night in Columbus, Ohio. 

“Every team starts the season 
saying that’s our goal to go to the 


Final Four. For us, it’s an oppor¬ 
tunity to go back to where we felt 
like we didn’t really give our best 
effort,” Auriemma said. “We lost 


to a really good team. Happened 
in a way that was really, really 
disappointing. I know that we 
were anxious to go back and put 


ourselves in that same situation 
and see how much we’ve changed 
since last year.” 

Notre Dame 84, Oregon 74: 
At Spokane, Wash., Kathryn 
Westbeld scored 20 points, Jes¬ 
sica Shepard added 18 and the 
Fighting Irish reached the Final 
Four for the eighth time in school 
history by beating the Ducks. 

Westbeld came up with the big¬ 
gest game of her Notre Dame ca¬ 
reer despite being slowed by an 
ankle injury from the first round 
of the NCAA Tournament. West¬ 
beld had scored a combined 12 
points in the previous four games, 
but she teamed with Shepard for 
an inside attack that hurt the 
Ducks. 

Westbeld made 9 of 12 shots. 
Notre Dame (33-3) outscored Or¬ 
egon 52-38 in the paint and out- 
rebounded the Ducks 51-29 in the 
Spokane Regional final. 

Arike Ogunbowale added 19 
points and Marina Mabrey had 
15 for the Irish. 

Despite a handful of costly in¬ 
juries along the way, the Irish 
are back in a familiar spot in the 
national semifinals. It’s the sixth 
Final Four for Notre Dame since 


Scoreboard 


ALBANY REGIONAL 
Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 
UConn 94, South Carolina 65 
SPOKANE REGiONAL 
Regionai Championship 
Monday, March 26 
Notre Dame 84, Oregon 74 

KANSAS CiTY REGiONAL 
Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Mississippi State 89, UCLA 73 
LEXiNGTON REGIONAL 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Louisville 76, Oregon State 43 
FINAL FOUR 
At Columbus, Ohio 
National Semifinals 
Friday, March 30 

Mississippi State (36-1) vs. Louisvi 
6-2) 

UConn (36-0) vs. Notre Dame (33-3) 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 1 

Semifinal winners 


2011 and old friend UConn awaits 
in the semis. 

First-team all-American Sabri¬ 
na lonescu led Oregon (33-5) with 
26 points, but the Ducks struggled 
offensively over the final 20 min¬ 
utes. Oregon shot 8-for-31 in the 
second half and lonescu had just 
seven points after the break. 
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